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By Stanley Ugagbe
In what has sent shockwaves across the Basketball 

world, Kenny Ejim, a Canadian professional 
basketball player from Brampton, Ont., has died in 

Bahrain at the age of 27.

nReni Odetoyinbo, see page 6

nKenny Ejim, see page 6
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Being named among #YouTubeBlack 
Voices Class of 2022 great opportunity 

to project Blacks - Reni Odetoyinbo

NIGERIAN CANADIAN ACHIEVER

C O N F I R M I N G 
the development, 
his family, in a 

statement, said: 
“It is with a heavy heart 

that I inform you that 
Kenny Ejim passed away 
on Tue Feb 15th, 2022 
in Bahrain. Kenny was 

27 years old. He was 
in Bahrain on 
a 3-month 
b a s k e t b a l l 

contract when 
he suddenly 
passed away 

in his 
h o t e l 
room. 

Kenny 
w a s 
d o i n g 
w h a t 
he loved 
doing (playing 
basketball).

“Arrangements are being 
made to return his body back 
to Toronto. Some of you have 
reached out to ask how you can 
help, as we try to make sense of 
this difficult time, while trying 
navigate this heartbreaking 
event; know that your generosity 
is appreciated.

“We understand that in our 
community, it is in our nature to 

CIBC further invests 
in the Black community 
to help entrepreneurs 
achieve their ambitions

Lagos priest suspended 
by Catholic Church for 

banning Igbo songs

See Page 7 

See Page 24

Swaziland King Orders 
Men To Marry Five 
Wives Or Go To Jail

OLUNIKE ADELIYI 
– Black Screen 

goddess

See Page 9

See Page 16

27-YEAR-OLD CANADIAN BASKETBALLER

Kenny Ejim
dies in Bahrain

By Stanley Ugagbe

Across the world, there are lots of 
Blacks making positive waves and 
Reni Odetoyinbo is one of them. She 
has carved a niche for herself in the 

content creation space and has been 
recognized by a world class platform 
for her innovation, creativity and 
hard work. It’s on this note that we 
are delighted to showcase her in 
commemoration of this year’s Black 

History Month. 
Popular social platform, YouTube 

recently announced the 135 creators 
who will take part in this year’s $100 
million #YouTubeBlack Voices Fund.  
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Injured?
NO WIN - NO FEE
Car Accidents - Slip and Fall - Denied Benefi ts

Call today!  905-487-6333 
Visit our web site at www.lawyer4me.com

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYERS

Barrister, Solicitor and Notary Public

Dr. Pius L. Okoronkwo
LL.B., BL, LL.M. (Dalhousie, Canada), 
Ph.D. (Osgoode, Canada)

AREAS OF PRACTICE
• Criminal Law
• Family Law
• Civil Litigation
• Corporate and Commercial Law
• Immigration and Refugee Law
• International Economic Law and Investment
• Estate and Trust Law
Your Legal Problems Solved with Competence and Professionalism

PIUS L. OKORONKWO

1183 Finch Ave. W, Suite 603, Toronto, ON  M3J 2G2
Tel: 647-831-7487 • Fax: 416-650-0168

THE LAW OFFICE OF
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416-661-6117

Call For Your
Complimentary
Consultation!

4732 Jane Street, Toronto ON M3N 2L2 
(Next to Smart Choice)

www.shorehamdental.ca

Dr. Nosente Bollo-Kamara and Associates
SHOREHAM DR.
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 400
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FINCH AVE.W

YORK
UNIVERSITY

905-459-7778
171 Main Street N, Unit 1. Brampton, ON L6X 0H4

S h o r e h a m  D e n t a l
FAMILY DENTAL CARE

ISLINGTON NORTH CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. M Agyemang, B.Sc. (Hon.), D.C.

Chiropractic & Rehabilitation

NOW INTRODUCES:

SPINAL DECOMPRESSION THERAPY

STATE OF THE ART TREATMENT FOR:
1. Protruding and Herniating Discs
2. Degenerative Disc Disease (DDD)
3. Spinal Root Impingment
4. Degenerative Joint Disease (DJD)
5. Compression Fractures

As well we offer services for:
Motor Vehicle Accidents • Extended Health Care
Soft Tissue Massage • Custom made orthotics

Tel: 905-264-8010
Fax: 905-264-9010

CLINIC HOURS
Mondays & Thursdays - 9:30-5:30 pm
Tuesdays & Wednesdays - 9:30-8:00pm 
Fridays: 9:30-1:00pm
Saturdays by appointment only

Location: 7007 Islington Ave., 
Unit 14, Woodbridge, 
Ont. L4L 4T5
(NORTH-EAST corner 
of Islington & Steeles.

tico # 50011859

Supreme Travels

LET US SHOW YOU THE WORLD

Guaranteed Lowest Fare

Location: 
415 The Westway, Etobicoke, ON M9R 1H5
(Martin Grove/Westway, S of Dixon)

www.supremetravels.ca
info@supremetravels.ca

ONLINE BOOKING NOW AVAILABLE

Cel: 416-771-8285
Fax:  416-249-2225
Cel: 416-771-8285
Fax:  416-249-2225

Michael Ansu
(President)

TRAVEL VACCINE CLINIC
AVAILABLE

tico # 50011859

LAGOS, ACCRA AND ALL OVER AFRICA

Toll Free: 1-877-249-2243
Tel: 416-649-9999

Call us for the BEST  Fares to:

ONKAR TRAVELS (Etobicoke) Name is Now changed to SUPREME TRAVELS

Air Tickets
Hotel Reservation
Car Rentals
Honeymoon Packages
Cruises
Medical Travel Insurance
Super Visa Insurance
Passport Photos
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The need to strengthen knowledge about the contributions of Black people to Canada

AUTOCRATS’ CAULDRON  

“Have we read our 
own authors such as Di-
onne Brand, Afua Cooper 
and George Elliott Clarke? 
Do we know that the story 
of African-Canadians spans 
four hundred years, and 
includes slavery, abolition, 
pioneering, urban growth, 
segregation, the civil rights 
movement and a long en-
gagement in civic life?” — 
Lawrence Hill

For emphasis, Black 
history refers to the sto-
ries, experiences, and ac-
complishments of people of 
African origin. Black His-
tory Month is an annual 
observance which some 
sources believed originated 
in the United States, where 
it is also known as African-
American History Month. It 
has received official recogni-
tion from governments in the 
United States and Canada, 
and more recently has been 
observed in Ireland, and the 
United Kingdom. It began 
as a way of remembering 
important people and events 
in the history of the African 
diaspora. It is celebrated in 
February in the United States 
and Canada, while in Ireland, 
and the United Kingdom it is 
observed in October.

In commemoration 
of this year’s Black His-
tory Month, Stephen Lecce, 
Minister of Education, an-
nounced that the Ontario 
government is investing to 
support the development of 

curriculum-aligned resources 
to assist educators in teach-
ing about Black experiences 
and contributions to Canada. 
This move by the govern-
ment is not only timely and 
commendable, but reflects 
our stand that there is a 
need to strengthen knowl-
edge about the contributions 
of Black people to Canada. 
This is because Blacks have 
contributed immensely to the 
strong and developed entity 
that Canada has become.  

It was stated that in 
partnership with the govern-
ment, the African Canadian 
National Coalition against 
Hate, Oppression and Rac-
ism (ANCHOR) will provide 
classroom-ready resources 
and training aligned to the 
Social Studies, Grades 1 to 6, 
and History and Geography, 
Grades 7 and 8, curriculum.

According to the gov-
ernment, the $300,000 
investment will include pro-
moting Black history, such 
as raising awareness about 
Black Canadian leaders and 
diversifying the individual 
students learn about in busi-
ness, politics, sciences, the 
arts and democracy. If ex-
ecuted, it is believed that 
this initiative will help build 
greater understanding of 
the presence and positive 
role Black individuals have 
played as part of Canada’s 
story, heritage and identity.

Nevertheless, we are 
perturbed by the grievances 

of concerned stakehold-
ers that the “Black History 
Month has been watered 
down to mere frivolities of 
empowering Black Canadi-
ans when in reality, Black 
Canadians are only selected 
to fill up quotas in corporate 
organizations or presumed 
equity or diversity programs 
in government establish-
ments”. 

It’s against this back-
drop that we state, without 
mincing words that this occa-
sion of Black History Month 
should be properly utilized to 
demand fairness, equal op-
portunity, genuine diversity 
that promotes the right Black 
people who care about their 
community. We join the ad-
vocacy that equal opportu-
nity or employment equity 
laws should not be replaced 
with the mere slogan of en-
suring diversity and equity 
in the name of Black His-
tory Month, rather, it should 
be based on the merits that 
Blacks have earned as co-
equals, professionally and 
practically with non-Blacks. 

As a people-oriented 
paper, we strongly believe 
that the need to strengthen 
knowledge about the contri-
butions of Black people to the 
country and world is critical 
and should be done with 
all sense of responsibility. 
Several relevant examples 
from history include: creat-
ing greater awareness that 
soldiers of African descent 
made sacrifices in wartime as 
far back as the War of 1812 
while serving in defence of 
Upper Canada; honouring 
the legacy of Lincoln Alex-
ander, Canada’s first Black 
MP and Cabinet Minister; 
and learning about individu-
als like Mathieu Da Costa, 
whose presence in Canada 
dates back to the early 

1600s and who helped to 
shape Canada’s heritage and 
identity since his arrival as a 
navigator and interpreter.

It’s elating to note that 
while Black History Month 
is a time to learn more about 
these Canadian stories, the 
Ontario government has ex-
pressed commitment to ex-
pand year-long learning to 
better promote and inspire 
students around the nation-
building contributions that 
Black Canadians and their 
communities have made to 
Canada’s history and future 
prosperity. We applaud the 
government and all stake-
holders that met and reached 
this landmark resolution – 
it’s a clear reflection of people 
who respect the labour of he-
roes past irrespective of their 
colour or race.  

In the announcement, 
Minister Lecce had said 
“Strengthening Black history 
in the classroom is part of 
our government’s plan to en-
sure the individuals we learn 
about and the lessons we 
teach students better reflect 
Canada’s diversity. As we 
mark Black History Month, 
we are expanding access to 
resources through Black-led 
partners that will help the 
next generation learn and 
celebrate the contributions 
and histories of Black Cana-
dians — from Lincoln Alex-
ander to Viola Desmond.”

Also, the revelation 
that with the new funding, 
teachers will have access to 
resources that support them 
in providing curriculum-
aligned instruction in a way 
that celebrates the contribu-
tions of Black Canadians and 
recognizes the discrimination 
and challenges many have 
faced is not only a strength-
ener to Blacks but will spur 
others to make conscious ef-

forts to contribute to nation-
building.

“Black Canadians have 
made incredible contribu-
tions to the economic and 
cultural growth of our prov-
ince and country,” said Sher-
nett Martin, Executive Direc-
tor of ANCHOR. “ANCHOR 
is proud to partner with the 
Ontario government to en-
sure Black perspectives are 
part of the learning experi-
ence for students while fos-
tering more welcoming and 
respectful school environ-
ments.” This affirmative dec-
laration by the ANCHOR’s 
boss is a further validation of 
our view. 

The Editorial board 
of The Nigerian Canadian 
Newspaper salutes all the 
Blacks that have contrib-
uted their quota to nation-
building. Particularly, we ac-
knowledge the labour of our 
heroes past who sacrificed 
their lives during wartimes. 

However, as we cel-
ebrate the Black History 
Month, we call on all and 
sundry to reflect on the la-
bour of our heroes past. 
Black History Month should 
be the prerogative of Black 
People across the globe – It’s 
important that our voices are 
heard and people know our 
lived experiences, stories of 
discrimination and oppres-
sion. We urge the populace 
to make nation-building a 
priority in our daily living. 
HAPPY BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH.

Kolapo (Kola) Abdul

Power drunk. Tower 
chunks,

Paradox of time and 
clime.

Flouting of all rules 
and treaties, 

An effort to rebuild an 
imperial glory.

Adventurous novel 
Adolf Hitler,

Attempt to rescue his 
lost brothers.

Crimea! Ukraine! 
“Must come home”,

Stolen away by great 
Western Ogres. 

Cold war revived and 
nasty rivalry,

When neighbours 
repulse and angry.

Bridges burned, forts 
are built,

Lines drawn and 
hearts are hurt.

Very uncertain, full of 

fear and tears,
We are living in a 

threatened world. 
Most victims, alas, 

would be refugees,
Wherein many lives 

are traumatised.

Human rights and 
respects disregarded,

Whilst opponents are 
marked and breached.  

Sarin, Soman, Tabun 
and VX are weapons,

Aches to humanity in 
disguised aprons.

The threat of democ-
racy and freedom,

Moscow apparent 
autocrats’ cauldron. 

The dream of neo-
Soviet Union,

Fascism in a perverse 
thrash room. 

Kremlin-Brussels 
have drawn a line,

My concern, the 
doctrine of Massive Retali-
ation.

Fists drawn, the fights 
of the mighty,

Cruel war scenes 
seem not impossible.

Written by: 
Kolapo Abdul  

kolawily2007@gmail.com
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS

HOUSE & HOME MONEY

Nigerian Canadian News

Sickle Cell Awareness
Supports

Know your Sickle Cell Status.
Get tested today

Crucial Medical Tests in Your 50s

How to retire — and retire well

4 tips to enhance your financial fitness3 key steps to remember before buying 
or selling your home

By Stanley Ugagbe

“I believe that the 
greatest gift you can give 
your family and the world 
is a healthy you.” – Joyce 
Meyer. Also, it was Mahat-
ma Gandhi who said “It is 
health which is real wealth 
and not pieces of gold and 
silver.”

As clearly pointed out 
by the scholars above, the 
imperativeness of health 
cannot be overemphasized. 
This is because without 
good health, a man can lit-
erally do nothing. You need 
to be in good health to be 
able to execute your plans 
and work. 

As you age, there are 
certain medical tests you 
must do in order to check-
mate your health. If you’re 
in your 50s, which is the 
prime of your life – or it 
should be, we bring you a 
collection of some medical 
tests that should be of con-
cerned to you.

Blood pressure. Ex-
perts have clearly pointed 
out that untreated high 
blood pressure is an equal 
opportunity killer: It kills 

your heart, your brain, 
your eyes, and your kid-
neys. Don't let hypertension 
sneak up on you. Get your 
blood pressure checked. It's 
simple, it's cheap, and it's 
quick.

Blood sugar. Untreat-
ed diabetes can destroy 
your health, causing heart 
disease, kidney failure, and 
blindness. Don't let it. Get 
a fasting blood sugar test 
or other screening test for 
diabetes or prediabetes at 
least once every 3 years, 
and take control of diabetes 
early.

Experts recommend 
Colon cancer screening for 
everyone at age 50. Re-
cords have it that Colon 
cancer is the second-leading 
cause of cancer deaths in 
the U.S. Colonoscopy is the 
test most frequently recom-
mended, though there are 
other options. Ask your 
doctor which screening test 
is best for you.

Another important 
test is stepping on the 
scales. This is the age when 
most people start gaining 
weight. Watch this weight 
gain carefully, and fight 
back with healthier eating 

and exercise. Being over-
weight puts you at high 
risk for getting a number 
of diseases -- and studies 
show that weight loss can 
improve your odds.

You need to do your 
Cholesterol profile. Find out 
if you have a cholesterol-- 
at least once every 4-6 
years (or more frequently if 
you have high cholesterol 

and you're at risk for a heart 
attack). Controlling your 
cholesterol can add years to 
your life.

Screening for Hepati-
tis C. The CDC recommends 

that anyone over the age 
of 18 get tested for hepa-
titis C. If you haven't been 
screened, you should con-
sider having the test.

The eyes are unargu-

ably one of the most impor-
tant organs of the body and 
needs to be protected at all 
cost. Vision-robbing diseas-
es become more common as 
you age. Be sure to get your 

eyes examined regularly 
-- every 1 to 3 years until 
age 60, and then every year 
thereafter. Go more often if 
you have vision problems 
or risk factors for eye prob-

lems.
Another crucial medi-

cal screening you need to 
need to undergo is that of 
depression: Depression is a 
common cause of disability 
in adults, although it’s often 
overlooked. It can show up 
with chronic illness and ag-
ing. It’s not a normal part 
of aging, and you can get 
treatment. If you're feeling 
sad, hopeless, or not inter-
ested in things you used to 
enjoy, talk with your doc-
tor. They can see if you're 
depressed by having you 
fill out a questionnaire or 
by asking you a few simple 
questions.

Apart from the ones 
mentioned above, there are 
others. However your con-
dition is, talk to your doctor 
and be in charge of your 
health. Don’t forget that 
there's a lot you can do on 
your own to stay healthy as 
you age. 

Experts recommend-
ed the following tips that 
can help you stay healthy. 
Don't smoke, eat a healthy 
diet, exercise regularly, keep 
your weight healthy, prac-
tice safe sex. 

Pic by: Jenny Gold/Kaiser Health News

 (NC) Life is busy and 
full of surprises. And for too 
many of us, taking time to 
build a financial plan is for-
ever on our to-do list.

Whether you plan 
to retire next year or in 10 
years, having a well-bal-
anced portfolio and a dy-
namic financial plan can 
help you achieve your retire-
ment goals with confidence. 

Financial planning is 

not a shortcut to success; it’s 
a long-term strategy to keep 
track of your finances and 
manage them effectively to 
reach your goals. You will 
likely feel a sense of satisfac-
tion and security when you 
create a financial plan, but 
its benefits aren’t something 
you enjoy immediately after 
you start one.

A good financial plan 
is like a tree whose fruit 

takes years to achieve op-
timal flavour and reacts to 
some environmental factors 
— challenges such as infla-
tion, interest rates and stock 
market fluctuations can im-
pact it at certain times.

A recent study found 
that more than 80 per cent 
of Canadians (mistakenly) 
believe a financial plan is 
strictly about investment 
management. In fact, work-

ing with a professional fi-
nancial advisor can help 
you define specific, measur-
able retirement goals, stay 
on track and motivate you 
while you’re on the road to 
retirement. Sometimes, that 
can happen sooner than you 
expect.

“There are a number 
of circumstances that could 
lead to someone experienc-
ing an unexpected retire-

ment,” says Damon Mur-
chison, president and CEO 
of IG Wealth Management. 
“Having a holistic financial 
plan in place will provide 
you with a foundation to 
achieve your goals and help 
smooth your transition into 
retirement.”

Many want to continue 
living the same lifestyle in 
retirement as they did dur-
ing their working years. So if 

you want to enjoy the same 
lifestyle you had while work-
ing, you need to commit to 
a holistic financial plan that 
will put your mind at ease 
and provide confidence 
about your financial future.

If you’re ready to build 
your retirement plan or have 
questions about how to find 
true financial confidence, 
speak with a local IG Wealth 
Management advisor today.

(NC) Like physical fit-
ness, financial fitness can 
be a lifestyle shift that takes 
time and discipline. Forming 
healthy new habits doesn’t 
happen overnight.

To help yo u make 
realistic changes and build 
financial confidence, try fol-

lowing these tips.

1. START SMALL
In the spirit of continu-

ous improvement, focus on 
the sprints instead of the mar-
athon. If your ultimate goal is 
to save more money, make 
a plan that includes shorter-

term, attainable goals along 
the way, such as sticking to 
a weekly budget. Remember 
to reward yourself for those 
short-term wins. Buy that 
fancy coffee on Saturday after 
making your own at home 
throughout the week.

continued on p(25)

(NC) Entering the real estate market is 
big moment for anyone. And, whether you’re 
buying or selling your first home or your 
fourth, it’s also a major transaction. Taking a 
few simple steps can help make the process as 
smooth and successful as possible. Here are 
three to remember:
1. CONSIDER YOUR WANTS AND 
NEEDS

Before you buy or sell, it’s important to 
think about what you value and what you 
want versus what you need. For example, is a 
big backyard a dealbreaker for you? Or, would 
you be okay with a tiny outdoor space if you 
found the right home? If you’re selling, is it 
the price that matters the most? Or is a short 
closing that puts money in your hand faster 
more important?
2. INTERVIEW YOUR AGENT

Everyone knows someone who knows 
a real estate agent. It can be tempting to make 
a quick choice and go with that friend of the 
family or in-law. While they could be the right 
person in the end, it’s important to interview 

at least a couple of different agents to find the 
right fit. Real estate agents often have differ-
ent specialties or mindsets and approaches 
that may or may not click with you. By hav-
ing a chat with a few people, you’ll know 
you’re setting up a successful partnership.
3. TEST FOR RADON

Radon is a radioactive gas that comes 
from uranium in the ground that can get into 
your home undetected. All homes have some 
level of radon. However, long-term exposure 
to elevated levels increases your risk of devel-
oping lung cancer – in fact, it’s the number 
one cause of lung cancer in non-smokers.

If you’re selling your home, reassure 
buyers about radon levels. And if you’re buy-
ing, it’s a good idea to do radon testing as well 
as your standard home inspection. You can 
purchase an easy do-it-yourself radon test 
kit or hire a certified professional. Costs to fix 
high radon levels are comparable to updating 
your furnace or air conditioner.

Find more information at canada.ca/
radon.
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COVER STORIES

27-year-old Canadian basketballer, Kenny Ejim dies in Bahrain

Being named among #YouTubeBlack Voices Class of 2022 great 
opportunity to project Blacks - Reni Odetoyinbo

conyinued from p(1)
help. If you would like 
to do so, you can con-
tact the family direct. 
They are not asking for 
donation but we under-
stand at this time people 
want to help. The family 
ask that we respect their 
privacy."

Kenny attended 
Humber College and 
played with the Hum-
ber Hawks from 2014 
to 2019. He played 15 
games with the CEBLs 
Hamilton Honey Bad-
gers in 2021, averaging 
6.67 points a game. He 
appeared in four games 
for the Saskatchewan 
Rattlers in 2020.

He is survived by 
his grandparents, par-
ents, two sisters and 
three brothers. All his 
siblings except the last 
girl are into basketball.

Also confirming 
the ugly incident, the 
Canadian Elite Basket-
ball League (CEBL), in 

a statement said Kenny 
Ejim was playing with 
Al-Najma in the Bah-
raini Premier League 
until his sudden death.

The CEBL said His 
hard work and infec-
tious personality mo-
tivated his teammates 
and inspired younger 
players to pursue their 
dreams. "As much as 
Kenny derived from the 
game, he gave back far 
more. Our sympathy 
and prayers are with all 
who knew Kenny as a 
family member, friend 
and teammate. He will 
be greatly missed."

Reacting to the de-
velopment, Mike Mor-
reale, commissioner and 
CEO of the league, said 
the news of his death is 
a shock.

Morreale said Ejim 
went to Bahrain to con-
tinue his career in the 
off-season and to be-
come a better basketball 
player. He was the star 

of his team there, he 
added.

"He was such a per-
sonable guy. I know his 
teammates loved him. 
I know the fans loved 
him. He left a mark.

"We were excited 
to welcome him back 
home in May this sea-
son to one of our teams. 
It certainly is a difficult 
day," he said.

Also reacting, the 
Hamilton Honey Bad-
gers organization said 
in a statement that it is 
deeply saddened. The 
team described Ejim as a 
valuable member during 
the 2021 season and a 
friend to many people in 
the Canadian basketball 
community.

"Kenny brought 
a high level of energy 
to our organization on 
and off the court, and 
he was an exceptional 
teammate. 

"Kenny had a smile 
that could light up an 

arena. He invested in 
himself as a player and 
as a person, while al-
ways making time to lift 
up those around him. It 
is incomprehensible that 
such a bright, strong 
and driven young man 
would have his life end," 
the organization said.

The organization 
extended its condolenc-
es to family and friends.

"He will be greatly 
missed and remembered 
with much love and re-
spect," it said.

The president of 
the Hamilton Honey 
Badgers, John Lashway 
said Ejim was well-
known and well-liked.

"He was certainly 
a player who was cen-
tral to our organization. 
He was also a player 
who was usually the 
first guy to volunteer 
to do some community 
work for us, a guy that 
brought a high energy 
to everything that we 

did. He was quiet but he 
had a big personality," 
Lashway said. 

The head coach 
of the Hamilton Honey 
Badgers, Ryan Schmidt 
who coached Ejim in the 
2021 summer season, 
said he was a real team 
player.

Schmidt said He 
was the epitome of 
toughness. "There was 
nothing you could ask 
him to do that he wasn’t 
capable of doing or 
didn’t want to do. Prob-
ably the best way to de-
scribe him is he was the 
ultimate teammate.

"He really loved to 
see his teammates suc-
ceed.

"That defined who 
he was as a person. His 
loss is going to be felt 
for a really long time. 
He was a fun person to 
be around. He brought 
joy every single day. He 
made others feel better."

Patrick Au, who 

was head coach of the 
Hawks at the time, said 
he is still trying to pro-
cess the news.

A tearful Au said 
he was like a son to 
him. "It's just so hard. 
He was a young man 
who had finally found 
his groove and was 
headed in a really good 
direction."

In an email state-
ment, Global Affairs 
Canada said it is aware 
of a death of a Canadian 
in Bahrain.

"Consular officials 
are in contact with local 
authorities and are pro-
viding consular services 
to the family," Global 
Affairs Canada said in 
an email.

The Editorial board 
of The Nigerian Cana-
dian Newspaper Canada 
sympathizes with Ken-
ny’s family over the ir-
reparable loss. May his 
gentle soul rest in per-
fect peace.

The list of inductees, 
comprised of tech experts, 
comedians, business own-
ers and more.

Remarkably, this co-
hort includes five talented 
Canadian creators, includ-
ing Reni Odetoyinbo.

It is imperative to 
note that Odetoyinbo be-
gan sharing resources on 
personal finance and ca-
reer development through 
her YouTube channel, 
xoReni, during the pan-
demic. As one of the only 
Black Canadian women in 
the personal finance space 
on YouTube, Odetoyinbo 
plans on leveraging #You-
TubeBlack’s funding and 
mentorship to grow her 
unique voice and reach 
more viewers in 2022. 

In a chat with news-
men, an elated Odetoy-
inbo said “Being the first 
in this space can be scary 
because there is no point 
of reference or anyone in 
the space who looks like 
me who can mentor me” 

“On the other hand, 
it is incredibly exciting be-
cause I am filling a huge 
gap in the market. People 
often tell me that they 

were waiting for a Black 
person in this space.”

She believes that the 
skills she developed at 
Schulich propelled her to 
kickstart her content strat-
egy journey.

Odetoyinbo said “My 
experience at Schulich 
shaped me in a number of 
ways. First, taking mar-
keting courses allowed 
me to see that there was 
a way to combine my cre-
ative side with my busi-
ness side. Also, because 
we had to take so many 
courses that required pre-
sentations, I definitely 
became a better public 
speaker as a result – now I 
speak for a living!”

When asked to shed 
light on her channel and 
why she started it, she 
said “I have always loved 
the idea of sharing my 
knowledge with others, 
but wanted to do this in a 
space where I could pro-
vide real value. When I 
purchased my first home 
at a young age, I had so 
many people ask me how 
I did it. That’s when I real-
ized that I could carve out 
an area for myself in the 

Financial Literacy space”.
Harping on the jour-

ney so far, she said “It’s 
going really well! I previ-
ously worked at a bank 
and decided to quit in Oc-
tober and try to focus on 
YouTube full-time. So far 
I’m able to support myself 
in the same capacity as 
my bank role.

“I’m so proud of the 
community I’ve built on 
YouTube - we’ve built a lot 
of trust, and I don’t take 
this for granted. From 
what I’ve seen, there 
aren’t many Black Cana-
dian Women in the finan-
cial space on YouTube, so 
I think that’s a unique fac-
tor to my content.”

Reacting to “When 
it comes to financial lit-
eracy, how did you get 
into this space?” Reni said 
“I’m extremely lucky to 
come from a family that 
understood finance. Ev-
ery year for my birthday 
I would get stocks in ad-
dition to gifts. As a child I 
found it frustrating as I’d 
much rather have more 
gifts than “ownership” in 
a company, but I couldn’t 
be more appreciative of 

this now! My parents also 
took the time to teach me 
about investing. I some-
times bring my Dad on 
my channel to discuss 
various topics, and I think 
viewers like hearing from 
someone who’s like their 
parents.”

On why she applied 
for the #YouTubeBlack 
Voices Class of 2022, she 
said “Someone from my 
community on YouTube 
sent it to me. When I took 
a look, my first thought 
was wow! These creators 
are huge, and I wasn’t 
sure I was a fit. But I’m 
thrilled to be part of this 
year’s cohort, and it’s a 
great opportunity to am-
plify Black voices.

“What’s really excit-
ing is that with the sup-
port from the Black Voices 
fund, I’ve been able to 
hire an editor and an in-
tern. Support for creators 
goes so much further be-
cause it’s growing the cre-
ator economy of Canada".

When asked on why 
representation and ampli-
fication are important, she 
said “Financial literacy, 
and the financial space in 

general, tends to be Male 
and White dominated. 
BIPOC communities that 
don’t come from genera-
tional wealth don’t often 
know where to start, and 
financial literacy feels in-
accessible.

“Looking at my com-
munity on YouTube, it’s 
mostly new immigrants 
and Black women who 
don’t understand the fi-
nancial system, and don’t 
know where to start. On 
top of that, they don’t see 
anyone that looks like 
them that they can talk to.

“Someone from my 
community recently said 
to me “I didn’t even know 
I could negotiate a sal-
ary.” This is why repre-
sentation is important - so 

that we can support our 
Black communities to un-
derstand financial literacy 
and share this wealth with 
their communities.”

Odetoyinbo recently 
left her marketing man-
ager role at BMO to pur-
sue her content strategy 
and speaking dreams full-
time.

The editorial board 
of The Nigerian Canadi-
an Newspaper celebrates 
with Reni Odetoyinbo for 
being named among the 
135 creators who will 
take part in this year’s 
$100 million #YouTube-
Black Voices Fund. 

We also urge her to 
keep being a good am-
bassador of Blacks.  

THANK YOU FOR READING 
THE NIGERIAN CANADIAN
NEWSPAPER CANADA.

TO ADVERTISE, CALL 416-308-3506
EMAIL: publisher@nigeriancanadiannews.ca
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CIBC further invests in 
the Black community 
to help entrepreneurs 
achieve their ambitions

Pickering contributes 
$10,000 to fight Quebec 
bill banning the wearing 
of religious symbols

Nigerian Man 
Changes Name And 
Starts Getting Job 
Interviews

Apple releases 37 new emoji 
in iOS 15.4 beta

By Dele Akintilo

The Apple iOS 15.4 developer beta 
has support for Emoji 14, which has 37 
new emojis like heart hands, melting 
face, beans, and so on.

The first iOS 15.4 developer beta 
was released by Apple recently with a lot 
of new features. Besides mask support for 
Face ID, Apple added new emoji.

There are 37 new emoji and 75 skin 
tone additions. This adds up to 112 new 
characters.

The new emoji for Emoji 14 include 

dotted line face, melting face, face with 
open eyes and hand over mouth, heart 
hands, troll, beans, and bubbles. The full 
list of new characters in the Emoji 14 
standard can be checked out on Emoji-
pedia.

Adoption rates for the operating sys-
tem of Apple often witness an increase af-
ter new emojis are added. The nice char-
acters are very famous in the social media 
space and will appear incorrectly, if not at 
all when using an old operating system.

The emoji will be available on every 
Apple device once the new releases sur-
pass their beta period later this year.

By Marcel Chukwuka

CIBC has announced 
that it has established the 
CIBC Black Entrepreneur 
Program, aimed at helping 
entrepreneurs from the Black 
community to achieve their 
ambition of starting, running 
and growing their business. 
The new program includes 
a $15 million commitment 
for business loans of up to 
$250,000, non-repayable 
loans for Black entrepre-
neurs, as well as educational 
support that will help remove 
barriers to financial inclusion 
for entrepreneurs from the 
Black community, helping 
these businesses prosper.

CIBC has partnered 
with the Black Opportunity 
Fund (BOF) and the Cana-
dian Black Chamber of Com-
merce to provide supporting 
services including mentor-
ship, financial education and 
business planning.

As part of this com-
mitment, the CIBC Founda-
tion, aimed at creating a 
more equitable society, will 
provide a $2-million dona-
tion to the BOF.  With this 
donation, BOF will provide 
non-repayable loans to en-
trepreneurs in various stages 
of their business planning to 
help build their knowledge 
and capacity.

“CIBC is committed  to 
removing barriers that all too 
often stand in the way of suc-
cess for Black entrepreneurs. 
Small businesses are the 
backbone of our economy 

and ensuring that Black en-
trepreneurs can thrive is es-
sential to building strong, vi-
brant, equitable and healthy 
communities,” said Laura 
Dottori-Attanasio, Group 
Head, Personal and Business 
Banking at CIBC. “With our 
new Black Entrepreneur Pro-
gram, we are excited to help 
more business owners have 
access to the resources they 
need to grow and succeed.”

These commitments 
build on CIBC’s existing 
Banking for Black-owned 
businesses program, which 
matches new and existing 
clients with experts who of-
fer tailored advice. These 
specialists also assist clients 
with accessing CIBC’s one-
on-one support and market-
leading banking offers for 
Black entrepreneurs.

“We are pleased with 
CIBC’s commitment to sup-
port Black entrepreneur-
ship,” said Craig Wellington, 
Executive Director of the 
Black Opportunity Fund. “It’s 
an excellent step towards 
dismantling the systemic 
barriers that prevent Canadi-
an Black entrepreneurs from 
gaining full, equitable access 
to opportunities to thrive and 
succeed.” 

“To mobilize the Black 
community and narrow the-
wealth gap, access to capital 
and solid fiscal relationships 
are imperative to the pros-
perity and sustainability of 
Black entrepreneurship,” 
said Michelle Meghie, Presi-
dent, Canadian Black Cham-
ber of Commerce. 

By N.Ugoh

A man who changed his Nigerian name has 
revealed he started getting job interviews ‘within 
a week’. 

34-year-old Inein Victor Garrick, who was 
born in Nigeria, started using his middle name af-
ter he struggled to get any job interviews using 
his first name. 

While talking to The Mirror, he said: “I start-
ed using Victor as my first name due to the barri-
ers I faced whilst applying to jobs after university.

“I never seemed to get past the first applica-
tion stages even though on paper, I had all the 
necessary requirements for at least an interview.

“In addition, the few calls I had, the recruit-
ers had an issue in saying my first name correctly. 
With comments like ‘your name is difficult or hard 
to pronounce’. I always felt I was on the backfoot 
and sent some unconscious bias.

“The moment I changed to my middle name 
Victor, on my CV, within a week, I had multiple 
calls for interviews.”

Inein, who migrated to the UK when he was 
22, said people were regularly mispronouncing 
his name and that by changing it to Victor, his 
fortune changed.

Meanwhile, Inein reverted back to his real 
first name last year after feeling like he was ‘hid-
ing a part of himself’. 

Inein works for Transport for Wales and spoke 
to his colleagues during Black History Month last 
October about why he decided to use his middle 
name. 

He said: “I think it did really hit me. Last 
year, I almost felt like I hid a part of myself all 
those years.

“It wasn’t shame per se but I wasn’t my true 
self. People would hear Victor and assume I was 
British or English and I wasn’t highlighting my 
true identity.

By Dele Akintilo

The City of Pickering 
is contributing $10,000 
to help in fighting a con-
troversial bill that bans 
the wearing of religious 
symbols by civil servants 
in Quebec.

Pickering council 
voted during a recent 
meeting to help fight a 
multi-million-dollar le-
gal challenge against Bill 
21, a challenge brought 
by the National Council 
of Canadian Muslims, 
the World Sikh Organi-
zation and the Canadian 
Civil Liberties Associa-
tion.

Under the bill, front 
line civil servants who 
showcase religious sym-
bols while working can 
be sacked or reassigned.

The Council re-
sponded to a letter from 
Brampton Mayor, Pat-
rick Brown that was part 
of the agenda.

Brown said: “You 
and I know that Bill 21 
is the type of law that 
future Prime Ministers 
will be apologizing for 
and taxpayers will once 
again be on the hook for 
compensation.”

“It doesn’t have to 
be that way. It’s time to 
speak up.”

Mayor Dave Ryan 
requested that the item 
be included in the agen-
da and called the bill “a 
travesty, it’s contrary 
to everything that we 
stand for as a society 
and as a country.”

The Councillor of 
Ward 3 Shaheen Butt 
introduced a motion re-
questing that the City of 
Pickering find a means 
to provide $10,000 
to fight the bill. Direc-
tor of finance and trea-
surer Stan Karwowski 
revealed that the funds 
will be reflected in the 
2022 grants budget.

The Town of Whit-
by contributed the same 
amount recently, and 
around $50,000 will 
be contributed by the 
Region of Durham in 
March. Durham council 
supported in principle the 
legal action against the 
discrimination of freedom 
of religion in Quebec’s 
Bill 21, and ordered staff 
to report back on ways 
the region could offer 
one-time funding not to 
exceed $50,000 in De-
cember.

In reference to the 
bill, the regional council-
lor of Ward 2, Bill McLean 
said: “I think it’s horrible 
what they’re doing and 
what they’re proposing.”
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Abba Kyari remains suspended, 
not dismissed - Police 
commission

Apostolic pentecostal nurse to get $75k in settlement for 
religious ‘Scrub Skirt’ controversy

By Stanley Ugagbe

The Police Service Commission 
has clarified that the embattled Depu-
ty Commissioner of Police Abba Kyari 
remains suspended and not dismissed 
from the Nigeria Police Force.

This development was contained 
in a statement by the Commission’s 
Spokesman, Ikechukwu Ani.

According to the statement, the 
police commission also suspended cops 
of the Intelligence Response Team who 
were indicted with Kyari in alleged 
drug trafficking and related offences.

The statement said the suspended 
police officers are; Assistant Commis-
sioner of Police Sunday Ubua; and As-
sistant Superintendent of Police James 
Bawa. Also, the Inspector General of 
Police, Usman Baba, was requested to 
suspend Inspector Simon Agrigba and 
Inspector John Nuhu.

It is important to note that there 
have been calls for the dismissal of 
Kyari, who was indicted by the NDLEA 
over alleged drug links, while on sus-
pension following his alleged role in 
a $1m scam allegedly perpetrated by 
alleged international Internet fraudster 
Ramon Abbas, aka, Hushpuppi and 

five others.
Reacting to the calls, the PSC 

maintained that Kyari remained sus-
pended until the conclusion of inves-
tigations.

The statement read in part, “The 
Police Service Commission has sus-
pended Assistant Commissioner of Po-
lice, ACP Sunday Ubua and Assistant 
Superintendent of Police, ASP James 
Bawa in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Public Service Rules 
030406. The Commission has ap-
proved the suspension of the offi-
cers until the outcome of the in-
vestigation into the allegations 
levelled against them.

“The Commission also 
directed the Inspector Gener-
al of Police to note also that 
DCP Abba Kyari, who prior 
to this allegation was on 
suspension, shall remain 
so until the conclusion of 
investigations.

“The Inspector Gen-
eral of Police was request-
ed to place on suspension 
Inspector Simon Agrigba 
and Inspector John Nuhu in accordance 
with the Powers of Delegation.

“The IGP is further requested to 

inform the 
Commission 
of the arrest 
of ASP John 
Umoru who 
is currently at 
large when-
ever his arrest 
is effected to 

enable it take necessary action.”
It should be noted that Kyari has 

been handed to anti-narcotics agency 

for prosecution over alleged link 
in drug trafficking after the Na-

tional Drug Law Enforcement 
Agency released damning photo and 
video evidence to nail Kyari.

In a statement, the NDLEA said 
Kyari, the suspended IRT head, be-

longed to a drug cartel that operates 
the Brazil-Ethiopia-Nigeria 

illicit drug pipeline.
The anti-narcotics 

agency also said Kyari 
contacted one of its 
officers in Abuja and 

struck a deal to se-
cure the release of 
a total of 25kg 
seized cocaine 
and offered 
$61,400 bribe 
to NDLEA offi-
cers who played 

along until his ar-
rest.

It would be 
recalled that the 
police commis-
sion suspended 
Kyari on July 

31, 2021, after the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation in the United States indicted 
the “super cop” in the Hushpuppi case.

By Dele Akintilo

A health care provider based in Tennessee 
will pay the sum of $75,000 to resolve a religious 
discrimination lawsuit that involves an Apostolic 
Pentecostal nurse that wanted to put on a “scrub 
skirt” to work. The U.S. Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission revealed the company denied 
the right of the nurse to religious accommodation.

Christian nurse Malinda Babineaux was em-
ployed by Wellpath  LLC in 2  019 to offer health 
services at Central Texas Correctional Facility in 
San Antonio. After Babineaux accepted the job of-
fer, she informed the company’s human resources 
team that she was required by her religious be-
liefs to wear a scrub skirt, instead of the traditional 
scrub pants, to work in line with modesty codes. 
The company did not accommodate her request 
and her job offer was rescinded. According to the 
lawsuit, Babineaux wore scrub skirts in her previ-
ous nursing positions.

Though scrub skirts are rarely seen in Ameri-

can hospitals, 
they are pre-
ferred by some 
religious women, 
for modesty rea-
sons. In a post 
on the nursing 
forum website 
allnurses.com in 
2010, a woman 
who introduced 
herself as “a Pen-
tecostal woman, 
who wears skirts 
instead of pants 
for religious rea-
sons,” asked, “Is 
it okay for me to 
wear scrub skirts 
in a clinical set-
ting?”

In another 
thread on allnurses.
com, a poster criticized 
scrubs skirts, and said they 
“limit your range of mo-
tion when providing patient 
care” and that “nurses have 
not routinely worn skirts since 
they’ve earned some respect as 
a profession.”

Recently, a Muslim fu-
ture medical student asked other 
Reddit users if it was common to 
see scrub skirts. She said: “dressing 

modestly is important 
to me and don’t want 

to give it up when there 
are skirt scrubs available.” 
Another user answered her 
by saying: “I’ve seen ortho-
dox Jewish nurses wearing 
them, nobody bats an eye.”

In September 2010, 
the EEOC filed a lawsuit 

on behalf of Babineaux, cit-
ing a violation of Title VII of 

the 1964 Civil Rights Act, 
which bars religious discrimi-

nation. The settlement requires 
Wellpath LLC to give the nurse 

$75,000 for back pay and com-
pensatory damages. Also, Well-

path agreed to inform employees 
of their rights and to organize anti-

discrimination training that borders 
on matters related to religious dress 
and grooming.

Phillip Moss, trial attorney for 
the EEOC’s San Antonio field of-
fice said: “Under federal law, when 
a workplace rule conflicts with an 
employee’s sincerely held religious 
practice, an employer must at-
tempt to find a workable solution.

“This settlement should un-
derscore the importance of em-
ployers taking affirmative steps to 

comply with their obligations un-
der anti-discrimination laws.” 
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REFLECTIONS ON RELATIONSHIPS

Agatha  Edo
gataedo@yahoo.com 

agatha.edo@gmail.com 

Dear Agatha,

Thank God for your 
life. While serving last 
year, I dated a guy; unfor-
tunately, our relationship 
didn’t work out. 

In December, last 
year, another guy I served 
with, more of an acquain-
tance, than a friend, in-
formed me of his interest 
in me. According to him, 
he developed interest in me 
after our service year.  

I told him to give me 
time to think about his of-
fer but, he wanted an im-
mediate answer because 
his mother was on his neck 
to get married. He said he 
didn’t want his mother 
getting him someone he 
didn’t like: that he already 
informed his parents about 
me. 

This scared me as  I 
wasn’t sure about him. 
As a result, I delayed my 
response to him on the 
matter. Since then, he has 
kept sending messages to 
my phone. Because of the 
tempo of his pressures, I 
became confused and told 
him that the relationship 
won’t work. He said I was 
wicked and we stopped 
communicating. 

A month later, he 
called to inform me that he 
hasn't been able to get me 
out of his mind. 

I still told him to give 
me time, and he promised 
to.

Strangely, he hasn’t 
called to ask about my 
decision. The question is, 
should I call or text him 

about my interest, since I 
want to give him a chance 
to be part of my life wait 
for his call to give him the 
news? 

Another thing is that 
he got a girl pregnant 
while we were serving and 
that was a scandal. Do you 
think his feelings for me is 
genuine or that he is trying 
to date me because of his 
parents? Is it right to get 
involved with a guy who 
has a baby outside wed-
lock? According to him, he 
said the parents of the girl 
refused him marrying her. 
What do you suggest I do?

Ms Chi.

Dear Ms Chi,
The all important 

question here is, what do 
you want? When he was 
pressurizing you on giving 
him an instant reply, you 
got angry with him for be-
ing too much in a haste and 
now that he has given you 
the freedom to work out 
your feelings for him, you 
are still not comfortable.

What do you want 
him to do? He appears to 
have learnt from his first 
mistake hence, not about 
to get on your wrong side 
by coercing you into giving 
him an answer you aren’t 
prepared to give.

Since you asked for 
time, you are the one who 
should call to tell him the 
decisions you have made 
concerning his request.

If you don’t call, he 
may just assume you are 
either not ready and inter-
ested in dating him.

So, if you want to give 
him a chance in your life; 
let him know your new po-
sition concerning him.

And you should, be-
fore his interest in you 
wanes.

As for the question of 
whether he wants you for 
himself or is asking you out 
just to please his parents; I 
don’t think so. In the first 
place, his parents don’t 
know you, and weren’t 
instrumental to generat-
ing his interest in you. 
Had you been a protégée 
of his parents’, your line of 
thoughts would have had 
some merits, but since they 
don’t know you or has any 
inkling into your character, 
there is no need for you to 
think along that line.

Yes, his parents may 
have motivated his interest 
in marriage, but certainly 
not in you. If you have 
identified something you 
like in him, give both of 
you the chance to discover 
yourselves with a view of 
seeing how far you can 
push this relationship.

There is nothing 
wrong in getting involved 
with a man or woman who 
has had a child. What you 
should concern yourself 
with, is the understand-
ing between him and the 
mother of his child. You 
would have been worried 
if he denied the pregnancy 
or refused to acknowledge 
the child. The fact that he 
offered to marry the lady, 
is a good sign that he is a 
trustworthy man.

The fault didn’t come 

from him. The girl’s par-
ents, according to you re-
fused their daughter marry-
ing him.

If they hadn’t opposed 
him, perhaps, he would by 
now be married.

The fact that he came 
back and humbly doing 
your bidding as you re-
quested, shows he has cer-
tain amount of true feelings 
for you. The whole essence 
of a relationship cannot be 
realized in a day. It takes 
time to water a good rela-
tionship to maturity. By the 
time you are with him for 
some time, you will be able 
to answer by yourself some 
of the issues bothering your 
heart. Suffice to say, there 
is no relationship without 
challenges or sacrifices.

At this early begin-
ning, both of you should 
spell out what you expect 
from each other as well as 
the limits you are prepared 
to go.

As long as you know 
what you want and have 
placed your plans in the 
hands of God, don’t worry.

Good luck.

Share a problem with 
Auntie Agatha:

 agatha.edo@gmail.
com Tel: 08054500626

Kenya women 
celebrate as 
government legalizes 
polygamy

By N.Ugoh

A new law that 
has been passed in 
Kenya makes it legal 
for a man to marry as 
many women as he 
wants. The new law 
has been applauded 
by a leading women’s 
group.

President Uhuru 
Kenyatta signed the 
polygamy bill into law 
recently to officially 
recognize what has 
long been a cultural 
practice in the coun-
try.

The bill was 
passed by the Parlia-
ment in March despite 
protests from female 
lawmakers who an-
grily walked out of the 
late-night session at 
that time.

Initially, the bill 
allowed the first wife 
the right to veto the 
husband’s choice of 
additional wives. Male 
members of parlia-
ment successfully 
pushed to get that 
clause removed.

In a statement, 
Kenyatta said: “Mar-
riage is the voluntary 
union of a man and a 
woman whether in a 
monogamous or po-
lygamous union.

“The Marriage Act 
2014 defines various 
types of marriages in-
cluding monogamous, 
polygamous, custom-
ary, Christian, Islamic 
and Hindu marriages.”

Though the law 
legalizes polygamous 
unions, it does not 
provide an official 
limit on the number 
of wives a man can 
have.

The Federation 
of Women Lawyers, 

a powerful women’s 
rights group, wel-
comed some aspects 
of the bill and criti-
cized others.

Already, Polyga-
my is a common fix-
ture among a lot of 
cultures in Kenya and 
some African coun-
tries.

The rights group 

said the bill is long 
overdue as polyga-
mous unions were 
previously not regard-
ed as equal to regular 
marriages.

Christine Ochieng, 
the Executive Director 
of Kenya’s Federation 
of Women Lawyers 
said: “We are happy 
with the law because 
finally all marriag-
es are being treated 
equally.

“All marriages 
will be issued with 
marriage certificates, 
including customary 
marriages. Before this, 
customary marriages 
were treated as inferior 
with no marriage cer-
tificates. This opened 
up suffering for the 
women because they 
could not legally prove 
they were married to a 
particular man.”

She however said 
the first wife must 
have a say in pick-
ing her husband’s co-
wives.

“What we are not 
happy about is that 
now a man can marry 
another wife or wives 
without the consent of 
the first wife.

“That section of 
the law is potentially 
open to abuse because 
a man can secretly 
marry other wives be-
cause he doesn’t need 
his wife’s consent to 
marry.”

By N.Ugoh

The King of Swa-
ziland, King Mswati III 
has declared that men in 
his country are required 
to marry a minimum of 
five wives or go to  jail.

The King’s state-
ment called for all men 
in the country to marry 
at least five wives. He 
assured the men that 
government would pay 
for the marriage ceremo-
nies and buy houses for 
them.

He said: “Here’s 
the deal, marry at least 
five wives and you’re 
assured that the gov-
ernment will pay for 
the marriage ceremo-
nies and buy houses for 

them.”
King Mswati 

warned that anybody 
(man or woman) who 
opposes the decision 

“will face a life sen-
tence”.

The order aims to 
make sure that every 
woman gets a husband 

as it is widely believed 
that men taking more 
wives will help women 
get husbands.

The monarch made 
it known that there are 
more women than men 
in Swaziland which he 
noted was a very seri-
ous problem for a coun-
try known to be full of 
virgins.

According to re-
ports, the decision came 
following the increasing 
number of virgins and 
scarcity of men in Swa-
ziland.

The King himself 
has 15 wives and 25 
children, while his father 
and predecessor married 
more than 70 wives and 
gave birth to over 150 
children.
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Nigerians seek reform of IELTS, say 
language test is a ‘scam’

TO READ MORE UP-TO-DATE NEWS 
AND INTERESTING ARTICLES, 

PLEASE VISIT:

www.nigeriancanadiannews.ca

By Stanley Ugagbe

Alarmed by the cost of the initia-
tive and other factors, thousands of 
people have signed a petition by Policy 
Shapers, a public policy organisation, 
on Change.org, seeking a policy reform 
by the UK on its request for English 
Language Proficiency from Nigerians 
who are migrating to the UK to study 
or work.

Meanwhile, in a recent Twitter-
Space organized by Premium Times, 
Nigerians maintained that the continu-
ous request of an English Proficiency 
Test from Nigerians, and citizens of 
other Anglophone countries in Africa, 
seeking to study or work in the United 
Kingdom, “is simply a way of swin-
dling the citizens of these countries of 
their monies by the UK authorities.”

Some participants, who spoke at 
the forum, condemned what they de-
scribed as the UK authorities’ unwill-
ingness to include Nigeria and other Af-
rican countries on the list of its Majority 
English Speaking Country (MESC).

Many participants had argued that 
English being the language of instruc-
tion in Nigerian schools from kinder-
garten to tertiary level is a testimony 
that Nigerians speak and understand 
the language.

It is important to note that the cost 
of the test, which currently stands be-
tween N80,000 and N90,000 in Nige-

ria, is almost three times the country’s 
minimum wage of N30,000.

Apart from its high cost, the test is 
only valid for two years and can only 
be taken in 12 cities across the country.

Individuals requiring it for their 
pursuits would have to take the test 
again if they fail or did not relocate to 
the UK after two years of taking the 
test.

It would be recalled that in Octo-
ber 2021, Policy Shapers wrote to the 
UK Home Office seeking answers to 
why none of the Anglophone coun-
tries in Africa was part of its Majority 
English Speaking Countries, and what 
it will take for the UK to include them 
on the list.

In January 2022, which was 
three months later, the UK replied the 
inquiry by the public campaign orga-
nization, amidst the growing number 
of signees of the Policy Shapers’ pe-
tition, and growing Twitter trends of 
#ReformIELTSPolicy #IELTS, #TOEFL, 
most of them tagging the UK home of-
fice’s twitter handle.

In parts, the reply read: “To be in-
cluded on the Majority English Speak-
ing Country (MESC) list, we must have 
evidence that most people in the coun-
try (more than half) speak English as a 
first language.

“We rely on publicly available evi-
dence such as official censuses to make 
this determination along with other 
academic sources.

“We may also consult the Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Of-
fice where additional evidence is re-
quired. Currently, based on the infor-
mation available to us, Nigeria does not 
meet the requirement.

“This list is periodically reviewed 
and updated, and new countries are 
added if they are found to meet the re-
quirements.

But, while speaking at the Twitter 
Space, Ebenezer Wikina, the founder of 
Policy Shapers, and a champion of the 
#ReformIELTSPolicy campaign, stated 
that the UK home office is too elaborate 
and not specific in what kind of public 
evidence it relies on to verify that more 

than 51 per cent of Nigerians speak 
English.

Wikina said: “Public evidence is 
very broad. There is a lot of public evi-
dence on why Nigerians should be on 
that list.”

Substantiating his claims, Wikina 
cited how Nigeria made the top 28 
countries for six consecutive years in 
the English Proficiency Index released 
annually by Education First, a Sweden-
based international education company 
that specializes in language training.

The founder said: “We actually 
deserve to be on the list. And I think 
that we should be on the list and that’s 
what the campaign is all about.”

Canada Post unveils 
a new stamp to 
commemorate the 
platinum jubilee of 
Queen Elizabeth II

Nigerian doctor suspended by tribunal for 
hugging colleague

By N.Ugoh

As the Head of State 
of Canada, the Queen has 
featured on over 70 Ca-
nadian stamps that have 
been released for historical 
events, royal visits, and 
her previous silver, golden 
and diamond jubilees.

The newly issued 
stamp features the Royal 
Mail’s profile of the Queen 
that was sculpted by Ar-
nold Machin, and will be 
available at post offices 
soon.

Governor-Genera l 
Mary Simon issued a 
statement to congratulate 
the Queen on the occa-
sion.

Simon in her state-
ment said the Queen “has 
been a reassuring and 
constant figure of com-
passion and poise” for the 
past 70 years.

She said: “Growing 
up in Northern Quebec, 

my grandmother would 
show us pictures of the 
Queen.

“Her majesty was re-
vered in the Arctic, since 
the relationship between 
the Crown and Indigenous 
peoples is considered sa-
cred.”

Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau also congratulat-
ed the Queen.

He said: “This is the 
first time since Confedera-
tion that Canadians can 
celebrate the Platinum 
Jubilee of their Sovereign. 
This historic milestone in-
vites us to pay tribute to 
Her Majesty’s lifetime of 
committed service to Can-
ada, the Commonwealth, 
and its citizens.”

He said a range of 
activities would be host-
ed by the Government of 
Canada throughout the 
year and that the govern-
ment will support com-
munity projects and initia-
tives across the country.

By N.Ugoh

The College of Phy-
sicians and Surgeons of 
Alberta Tribunal has sus-
pended a Nigerian doctor 
who is based in Canada for 
getting intimate with a col-
league of his at work.

According to re-
ports, the medical doctor 
known as Efe Ovueni was 
was slammed with three 
months suspension over 
unprofessional conduct by 
hugging and blowing a kiss 
at his co-worker without 
her consent.

Also, the doctor was 
fined $3,000 and will pay 
the undisclosed cost of the 
hearing and investigation. 
As a result of the fine and 
suspension which became 
effective immediately, 
Ovueni will not engage in 
medical practice for over 
90 days.

The suspension was 
announced recently after 
a hearing by the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of 
Alberta (CPSA) tribunal.

According to find-
ings, the doctor commit-
ted the offense on January 
21, 2020. During the tri-
bunal, the doctor admitted 

his unprofes-
sional conduct 
and promised to 
turn a new leaf.

“Ovueni’s 
practice permit 
shall be sus-
pended for a 
period of three 
months, with 
two weeks to 
be served on 
dates accept-
able to the 
Complaints Di-
rector and com-
pleted within 
six months of 
the date the Hearing Tribu-
nal issues its written deci-
sion and 2.5 months held 
in abeyance on the condi-
tion that no further bound-
ary concerns come to the 
attention of the Complaints 
Director and are referred to 
an investigation for a pe-
riod of five years after the 
date the Hearing Tribunal 
issues its written decision,” 
the tribunal held.

Also, the tribunal said 
that the doctor’s actions 
did not meet the criteria for 
sexual misconduct under 
the Health Professions Act 
since the victim was a staff 
and not a patient.

The tribunal’s report 

added: “Rather, this was a 
case of a boundary viola-
tion between a physician 
and a co-worker, demon-
strating unprofessional 
conduct that was wholly 
unacceptable.

“If further boundary 

concerns come to the 
attention of the Com-
plaints Director and 
are referred to an in-
vestigation within five 
years from the date the 
Hearing Tribunal issues 
its written decision, 
the Complaints Direc-
tor shall be at liberty to 
impose the remaining 
2.5 months suspension 
on Dr. Ovueni’s practice 
permit.

“If no further 
boundary concerns 
come to the attention 
of the Complaints Direc-

tor and are referred to an 
investigation within five 
years from the date the 
Hearing Tribunal issues 
its written decision, the 
remaining 2.5-month sus-
pension shall expire.”



Try a Mexican twist on a 
Canadian favourite

(NC) Our favourite 
French-Canadian com-
fort food got a serious 
healthy makeover…
made in Mexico. This 
delicious dish can be 
turned into something 
nutritious as well, with-
out compromising on 
taste.

What happens 
when the spicy flavours 
of Latin American meet 
the tastes of our child-
hood classics? Get ready 
to fall in love with this 
poutine featuring avoca-
dos from Mexico.

MEXI-CANADIAN 
POUTINE WITH 

VEGGIES AND 
AVOCADOS

Prep time: 30 min-
utes

Cook time: 20 – 25 
minutes

Serves: 4

Ingredients:

VEGETABLE STICKS
• 1 sweet potato, 

peeled, cut into sticks
• 1 turnip, peeled, 

cut into sticks

• 3 parsnips, peeled, cut into sticks
• 3 carrots, peeled, cut into sticks
• Splash of canola oil
• Salt and pepper, to taste

SAUCE
• 1 cup (250 mL) ready-made 

poutine sauce
• 2 tbsp. (30 mL) tomato paste
• 2 tsp. (10 mL) Worcestershire 

sauce
• 1 tbsp. (15 mL) hot sauce (such 

as Valentina, Red Hot, etc.)
• 1 tsp. (5 mL) cumin seeds (op-

tional)

POUTINE
• Kernels from 2 grilled ears of 

corn
• 2 grilled peppers, diced
• 1 ½ cups (375 mL) cheese curds
• 2 avocados from Mexico, peeled, 

pitted and cubed
• 2 shallots, minced
• 2 tbsp. (30 mL) cilantro, rough-

ly chopped

DIRECTIONS:
1. Heat oven to 180°C/375°F.
2. Mix vegetable sticks in a bowl 

with the oil, salt and pepper. Place on 
baking sheet lined with parchment pa-
per and cook on centre rack for 20 to 
25 minutes.

3. Add sauce ingredients to a pan 
and cook over medium-low heat for 10 
minutes. Set aside.

4. When vegetables are done, 
put roasted vegetables, cheese curds, 
roasted peppers, grilled corn and avo-
cado from Mexico cubes on a serving 
platter (or 4 individual plates). Top 
with shallots and cilantro. Drizzle with 
sauce before serving.
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FOOD & RECIPE

Farm 1-800-443-3802

Tel: 647-427-4773
Tel: 416-522-8625
1822 Jane St. (Jane & Queen Dr.)

Call us today for all 
your party needs.

We Cater To All Occasion

Specializing in:
Meat/Beef  

Pastries
Sausage Roll

Fish Roll
Puff-Puff

Buns   
Scotch Egg 
Chin-Chin
Moi-Moi 

Rice & Beans 
Ayamase 

Fried Yam 
Fried Rice etc.

UNCLE SETH TROPICAL FOODS
Specializing in African, Caribbean, Asian & Canadian Foods

Rice

Gari

Nigerian Spices

Beans

Plantain

Meat

Palm Soup

Stockfish

Fish – Frozen & Dried

Potato Flakes
We carry:

Large selection of 
Body & Hair products
and much more

We open 7 days a week. Delivery available.
Location: 2069 Lawrence Ave., E, Scarborough, ON
(Warden & Lawrence by The Ministry of Health)

416-288-9330

VISIT OUR FISH MARKET AND BUTCHER SHOP



By Stanley Ugagbe

Dr. Chika Stacy Oriu-
wa, a psychiatry resident at 
the University of Toronto, 
Ontario, has been named 
as one of the country’s 50 
most influential people.

The Physician came 
in 37th on the 2022 Ma-
clean’s Power List, which is 
a ranking of the 50 influen-
tial Canadians.

Chika, a daughter of 
Nigerian immigrants, grad-
uated in 2020 and was the 
sole valedictorian of her 
class, and was also the only 
Black woman to receive the 
honour in the school’s 179-
year history according to 
the Power List.

Also, she is an accom-
plished spoken-word artist 
who has competed nation-
ally as a slam poet, and a 
video of her 2017 poem 
Woman, Black has been 
viewed more than 12,000 
times on YouTube.

An elated Oriuwa said 
she spoke at her old high 
school in Brampton and 
had a young Black woman 
tell her that she wanted to 
be a doctor “because you 
did it, and you’re just like 
us’.”

“To be able to inspire 
them is so incredible for 
me,” Oriuwa said.

NCNC had in August 
reported how toy maker 
Mattel selected Oriuwa for 
its Barbie Role Models pro-
gram as one of six women 
working on the frontlines of 
the COVID-19 pandemic to 
be immortalised as a Barbie 
doll. 

Mattel had noted that 

the six role models have 
made a positive impact in 
their communities, inspir-
ing current and future gen-
erations

She is credited to have 
advocated against systemic 
racism in healthcare, which 
has been further highlight-
ed by the pandemic. 

In an interview, Chika 
said “It was such a full 
circle moment for me, as a 
young girl who played with 
Barbies and always really 
wanted to see myself re-
flected” 

“Not only as a child 
who wanted to be a physi-
cian, but as a young Black 
girl.”

The psychiatry resi-
dent says she chose the 
field because it has “some 
of the most marginalised 
patient demographics in 
medicine.”

Recall that NCNC re-
ported how she became the 
first Black woman to be se-
lected as sole valedictorian 
for University of Toronto’s 
faculty of medicine upon 
graduation.
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Have questions 
about COVID-19 
vaccines?
The 211 phone line offers service 
in English, French and more than 
200 other languages to help you 
fi nd the information you need or 
resources that can help you.

This service is free and 
confi dential.

Call 211.
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Chika Oriuwa named one of 
50 most fluential Canadians

How to protect yourself from 
fraudsters targeting seniors

(NC) From tele-
phone calls to suspicious 
emails or text messages, 
fraudsters take advan-
tage of the pandemic 
to prey on consumers’ 
fears, often targeting se-
niors. But, like the old 
saying goes, “If it seems 
too good to be true, it 
probably is.”?

It’s important to 
be very cautious when 
receiving any kind of 
message that appears 
to be from a bank or fi-
nancial service asking 
for personal or financial 
information. No mat-
ter how official it may 
look, Canadian banks 

do not ask for this kind 
of information by email 
or text. Staying in touch 
with your local branch is 
a safe way to verify your 
concerns.

If you suspect that 
a call, email or text is 
not legitimate, call your 
branch and let them 
know.

Here are some tips 
from the Financial Con-
sumer Agency of Canada 
on what else you can do 
if you think you may 
have been the target of 
financial fraud:

• Change your on-
line banking and email 

account passwords.
• Ask the bank to 

place a fraud alert on 
your account.

• Review credit card 
and bank statements for 
unknown charges or ask 
a trusted loved one to do 
so.

• Order a free cred-
it report and carefully 
check for anything un-
usual.

• Contact the Cana-
dian Anti-Fraud Centre 
at 1-888-495-8501.

Find more informa-
tion and resources to 
protect yourself at can-
ada.ca/money.
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• Full Goat
• Fresh Fish
• Cow/Goat Tripe
• Cow Skin
• Cow Foot
• Oxtail
• Hard Chicken
• Smoked Meats & Fish
• African Groceries

M O S A I C

MOSAIC MEATS

WHOLESALERS
(A DIVISION OF FILAD ENTERPRISES)

High Quality African Meats

mosaicfoods@hotmail.com
mosaicafricanfoods.com

• Mosaic Food Products
• African Movies / Music (CDS / DVD)
• Mini Food Products

HIGH QUALITY
AFRICAN PRODUCTS
AT WHOLESALE PRICE

RETAILERS & DISTRIBUTORS OF GROCERY, 
COSMETICS, AFRICAN MOVIES & MUSIC

62 EDDYSTONE AVE, NORTH YORK, ON M3N 1H4
416-745-1044

Tel: 416-917-2790 • 416-744-1078
 Fax: 416-748-8957
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African Women on Mission

African Women on Mission
...Nurturing lives for a better future

...Nurturing lives for a better future
www.africanwom.org

www.africanwom.org

office@africanwom.org

office@africanwom.org

ajehm@africanwom.org

ajehm@africanwom.org

+1 647-917-7795

+1 647-917-7795

Account Name: African Women on Mission, Zenith bank
Account number: 1017101636

Account Name: African Women on Mission, Zenith bank
Account number: 1017101636

AAWWOOMM
AAWWOOMM Improving the lives

of vulnerable 
people is a 
collective 
investment
into the well being
of hunanity 

Improving the lives
of vulnerable 
people is a 
collective 
investment
into the well being
of hunanity 

We are working to improve the lives of:

We are working to improve the lives of:

Rural Nigerian widows

Rural Nigerian widows
Out of  school rural children

Out of  school rural children
Internally Displaced People

Internally Displaced People

Our monthly trade skills programme
aimed at empowering poor Nigerian widows
with skills and resources to start up a trade
has changed the narratives for many widows
for the better.

Our monthly trade skills programme
aimed at empowering poor Nigerian widows
with skills and resources to start up a trade
has changed the narratives for many widows
for the better.
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us!

us!
Let’s touch more lives 

together

Let’s touch more lives 
together

THIS SPACE IS AVAILABLE
FOR YOUR BRAND

FIND MORE ARTICLES ONLINE
www.nigeriancanadiannews.ca

~LIKE ~SHARE ~COMMENT

TO ADVERTISE:  416.318.3506
publisher@nigeriancanadiannews.ca
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222 Rowntree Dairy Road | Woodbridge, ON L4L 9T2 | T: 905-652-4140 

@carpenters27

Visit our website at: www.ubc27.ca

Black History Month
The Carpenters’ Union Local 27 stands tall with all of our 

brothers and sisters to fight for equality, justice and opportunity. 
Together we can build a better future for everyone!
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Answers: Pg. 25

on select
merchandise

Grand Opening Sale

U
p

 t
o50%

off 

MILANO DUE
 (Benny Fashion House)

Please, call Benny 
for an appointment at 

416-558-4454

MY WORK IS A LOVE LETTER TO HUMANITY AND OUR BLACK 
COMMUNITY HAVING REPRESENTATION ON SCREEN 
- OLUNIKE ADELIYI

In commemoration of this year’s Black History Month, 
we are delighted to showcase to you a Black screen god-
dess, Olunike Adeliyi. Not only has she carved a niche for 
herself in the entertainment industry, she has been a great 
ambassador of Blacks.

In a chat with our correspondent, the Nigerian-Jamai-
can Canadian actress who plays the character “Queenie” on 
the new CBC TV show THE PORTER, shares her inspiring 
story. She also harped on her role in the series. 

NCNC: Thank you for creating time to have this 
section with us. Tell us about the highly anticipated 
series – The Porter

Set in the early 1920s and inspired by real events, 
THE PORTER is a new CBC TV series that follows train por-
ters Junior Massey and Zeke Garrett, Junior’s wife Marlene, 
and upstart performer Lucy, as a tragedy in the community 
sets them on starkly different paths to a better life. While 
Junior takes advantage of a broken system to pursue money 
and power in gambling and bootlegging, Zeke fights the 
railway to change the system from within by unionizing 
the Black porters. Marlene questions whether her work as 
a Black Cross nurse is truly serving her community, while 
Lucy takes her success into her own hands – whatever the 
cost.  As each pursues their goals, their once unbreakable 
bonds are stretched to their limits. Will they need to betray 
each other and their community to make their dreams real-
ity?

 
NCNC: How did you become involved in the 

series? How would you describe the production 

[shooting] process?
 I have been friends with Arnold Pinnock, one of the 

show’s co-creators, for many years and he told me bits and 
pieces about the project, but it was all a matter of timing to 
finally see it on its feet. It was nice to be thought of for the 
role, but I had to also show that I deserved to play it. It was 
a beautiful challenge that landed me here today. I couldn't 
see anyone else in the role but me and so did the creative 
team. Shooting was fun and respectful. There is something 
about being Black and being surrounded by other Black cre-
atives. We all get each other in a profound way that makes 
for incredible creations. Sometimes even without speaking 
words. It's a connection deep down in the DNA and ances-
tral. We were a family.

NCNC: It has been reported that the eight-epi-
sode fictional drama will celebrate the lives, stories 
and achievements of the Black train porters and 
their families in the 1920s who played an essential 
role in not only forming the many Black communi-
ties across Canada but for also shaping Canada 
into the multicultural country it is today. Can you 
share insight on this?

 
The show will bring forward stories from many walks 

of Black life in Canada that were not taught in society espe-
cially in the educational system. No wonder Blacks in other 
countries wonder if there are Black people living in Canada. 
However, they definitely make up the fabric of Canadian 
history and the present. The Porter will start the conversa-
tion of deeper Black history that we will all relate to.

NCNC: It has also been reported that the series 

hopes to reframe Black Canadian history. How does 
it hope to achieve this?

I believe Black Canadian history will be reframed in 
the sense that there will be more access to information that 
many Canadians did not probably think was available. The 
Porter will also bring forth awareness and curiosity to pos-
sibly look things up that was seen in the episodes. So, this 
makes for fun adventures down the Black Canadian history 
rabbit hole.

 
A bit about Olunike Adeliyi:
 
NCNC: How did you navigate your way to the 

top as an actress? What did you do differently to 
get you to where you are?

 
I educated myself in the arts and stayed my-

self in the industry. I continue to educate myself at the
continued on p(26)

Olunike Adeliyi - photo credit S. Townley



Whoopi Goldberg returns 
to The View after 

her suspension over 
Holocaust comments

Whoopi Goldberg has returned to The 
View after she was suspended for two weeks 
following her apology for the Holocaust 
comments she made. 

She told the audience she was grateful for 
her return to the show after her suspension 
and pledged she wouldn’t shy away from 
“tough conversations”.

The 66-year-old actress and comedian 
was suspended from the American talk show 
recently, after claiming the Holocaust had 
nothing to do with race. 

Her controversial comments happened 
when she and her co-stars were talking about 
the US school board’s decision to ban Maus (a 
graphic novel that narrated the experiences 
of a Holocaust survivor). 

She said: “Let’s be truthful – the Holocaust 
isn’t about race. It’s about man’s inhumanity.”

Meanwhile, one of her co-host’s insisted 
the Holocaust was “about white supremacy”, 
and Whoopi replied: “But these are two white 
groups of people. You’re missing the point. 

“The minute you turn it into race, it goes 
down this alley. Let’s talk about it for what 
it is – it’s how people treat each other. It’s a 
problem. It doesn’t matter if you’re black or 
white, because black, white, Jews – everybody 
eats each other.” 

Her comment sparked outrage and she 
apologised but

ABC News President Kim Godwin 
suspended Whoopi despite her swift apology. 

Upon her return to the show, Whoopi 
talked about her absence immediately and 
promised not to back away from tackling 
tough topics on-air going forward.

She said: “Welcome to The View. And 
yes, I am back,” the returning star greeted 
the audience and viewers as she opened the 
show.

“There’s something kind of marvellous 
about being on a show like this. We are The 
View and this is what we do. Sometimes we 
don’t do this as elegantly as we could, and 
sometimes, well yeah.”

She added that she appreciated everyone 
that reached out to her during her suspension, 
and made it known she had been doing “a lot 
of listening” While she was away from The 
View. 

“We’re gonna keep having tough 
conversations,” she promised those tuned in. 

She said: “And in part because this is what 
we were hired to do.

“It’s not always pretty. And it’s not always 
as other people would like to hear, but it is 
an honour to sit at this table and be able to 
have these conversations because they’re 
important.”

In an emotional statement released hours 
after the show aired, Whoopi said: “On 
today’s show I said the Holocaust ‘is not 
about race, but about man’s inhumanity to 
man’. I should have said it is about both. 

“As Jonathan Greenblatt from the Anti-
Defamation League (ADL) shared, ‘The 
Holocaust was about the Nazi’s systematic 
annihilation of the Jewish people – who 
they deemed to be an inferior race’. I stand 
corrected.”

She added: “The Jewish people around 
the world have always had my support and 
that will never waiver. I am sorry for the hurt 
I have caused. Written with my sincerest 
apologies. Whoopi Goldberg.”

W HILE announcing 
her death, her 
manager, Larry 

Thompson said: “With heavy heart, 
the family of Miss Cicely Tyson 
announces her peaceful transition 
this afternoon.

“At this time, please allow the 
family their privacy.”

The cause of death was not 
instantly given.

Tyson was born and bred in 
Harlem and she was first identified 
as a model for Ebony Magazine. She 
started her screen journey with bit 
parts but became in the early 70s 
when Black women were began to 
get starring roles.

In 1972, she starred as Rebecca 
Morgan, a sharecropper in 
“Sounder” and was nominated for 
best actress at the Academy Awards 

Nollywood actor, Romanus Amuta, 
famous for playing the role of Natty 
in ‘New Masquerade’, the popular 
Nigerian sitcom, has died. He died at 
the age of 79.

According to his family, the popular 
actor died in a Lagos hospital in Lagos 
recently after battling a protracted 
ailment. 

Amuta hailed from Ukana in 
Udi LGA of Enugu state. He started 
his career in the media landscape 
and worked with the Daily Times 
newspaper before he delved into the 
movie industry.

He came into the limelight after he 
featured in the ‘New Masquerade’ — 
which was one of the highly popular 
TV series in the 80s.

Amuta is survived by wife, and six 
children. 

May his soul rest in peace.
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Cicely Tyson, a legendary film, 
television and stage actress 

renowned for her role in 
“Sounder” and other films has 

died at the age of 96.

in 1973.
Also ,Tyson won two Emmy 

awards for “The Autobiography of 
Miss Jane Pittman,” and she won 
a Tony Award for “The Trip to 
Bountiful” in 2013.

She was awarded the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom, the nation’s 
highest civilian honor by President 
Barack Obama in 2016, and in 2015, 
she received the Kennedy Center 
Honors lifetime achievement 
award.

She appeared in 1991’s “Fried 
Green Tomatoes,” 2005’s “Diary of 
a Mad Black Woman” and 2011’s 
“The Help.”

Tyson appeared in the series 
“Roots,” where she played the role of 
Binta, Kunta Kinte’s mother. Also, 
she played Coretta Scott King in 
the 1978 series “King” and Harriet 
Tubman in the series “A Woman 
Called Moses.”

She won an Emmy for the 
role she played in “Oldest Living 
Confederate Widow Tells All” in 
1994.

May her gentle soul rest in peace.

LEGENDARY ACTRESS, 
CICELY TYSON, DIES AT 96

GOODBYE

New 
Masquerade 

star, Natty dies

Funk singer 
Betty Davis dies

Betty Davis, a popular funk singer 
who was once the wife of legendary 
jazz musician Miles Davis has died. 
She died at the age of 77.

According to Rolling Stone, the 
death of Davis was confirmed by a 
close friend, Danielle Maggio. Also, 
Amie Downs, the Communications 
Director of Allegheny County, 
where Betty lived, verified that she 
died of natural causes.

In the same vein, another close 
friend of Davis, Connie Portis, 
released a statement that read: “It is 
with great sadness that I share the 
news of the passing of Betty Davis, a 
multitalented music influencer and 
pioneer rock star, singer, songwriter, 
and fashion icon.

“Most of all, Betty was a friend, 
aunt, niece, and beloved member 
of her community of Homestead, 
Pennsylvania, and of the worldwide 
community of friends and fans. At a 
time to be announced, we will pay 
tribute to her beautiful, bold, and 
brash persona. Today we cherish her 
memory as the sweet, thoughtful, 
and reflective person she was … 
there is no other.”

Davis was born in Durham, 
North Carolina but relocated to New 
York City while she was a teenager 
in the early 1960s and enrolled in 
the Fashion Institute of Technology.

Davis worked as a model for 
magazines like Seventeen and 
Glamour. While she was modelling, 
she started releasing her music, 
which include the singles “The 
Cellar” and “Get Ready for Betty.”

Though she didn’t release any 
recent songs, her songs were 
reissued over the years. Betty Davis 
and a few of her other ’70s albums 
were released, and her songs were 
heard on the Netflix prison series, 
Orange Is the New Black and other 
television series.

She wrote, arranged, and 
produced a song, A Little Bit Hot 
Tonight, in 2019.
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‘If we encounter a man of rare intellect, we should ask him what books he reads’ 
– Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Stay with Me The Secret Lives of the 
Four Wives

Hands Are Not for Hitting The Girl with the 
Louding Voice

by Ayobami Adebayo

Marriage is an institu-
tion that is full of the good, 
the bad and the ugly. Ex-
cept the persons involved 
make a deliberate decision 
to make it work, storms of 
life can push one out. At 
the inception of their meet-
ing and falling in love at 
university, Yejide and Akin 
have agreed that polygamy 
is not for them. Unfortu-
nately, four years into their 
marriage—despite consult-
ing fertility doctors and 
healers, and trying strange 
teas and unlikely cures—
Yejide is still not pregnant. 

Real drama started 
when her in-laws arrive on 
her doorstep with a young 
woman they introduce as 
Akin’s second wife. En-
raged, shocked, and livid 
with jealousy, Yejide knows 
the only way to save her 

by Lola Shoneyin

It is a powerful and 
thought-provoking debut 
novel in which African-born 
poet Lola Shoneyin sheds a 
fascinating light on the little-
known world of polygamy in 
modern-day Nigeria. Fans of 
The 19th Wife and HBO’s Big 
Love will be enthralled by this 
riveting tale of a prosperous 
African family thrown into 
turbulent when the patriarch 
adds a young, well-educated 
fourth wife into the mix who 
threatens to expose the other 
wives’ deepest, darkest se-
crets. We strongly recommend 
this Lola’s debut novel for 
you. 

by Abi Dare

It is a riveting and in-
spiring story of a teenage girl 
growing up in a rural Nigerian 
village who longs to get an 
education so that she can find 
her “louding voice” and speak 
up for herself. It can also be 
best described as a heartbreak-
ing and triumphant tale about 
the power of fighting for your 
dreams.  Even though the ob-
stacles in her path seemed in-
surmountable, Adunni never 
loses sight of her goal of es-
caping the life of poverty she 
was born into so that she can 
build the future she chooses 
for herself – and help other 
girls like her do the same.  The 
determined Adunni shows us 
how one courageous young 
girl can inspire us all to reach 
for our dreams…and maybe 
even change the world. You 
need to peruse this book. 

by Martine Agassi Ph.D.

Scriptures clearly stat-
ed that parents should train 
their children in the way they 
should go so that when they 
grow up, they won’t depart 
from it. It’s never too soon for 
children to learn that violence 
is never okay, hands can do 
many good things, and every-
one is capable of positive, lov-
ing actions.

The author, in simple 
words and full-color illustra-
tions teach these important 
concepts in ways even very 
young children can under-
stand.

It was borne in response 
to requests from parents, pre-
school teachers, and childcare 
providers. It also includes tips 
for parents and caregivers. We 
recommend it for you.

Behold the Dreamers

by Imbolo Mbue

The book delineates on 
the issues of marriage, immi-
gration, class, race, and the 
trapdoors in the American 
Dream— it is an unforgettable 
story of a young Cameroonian 
couple making a new life in 
New York just as the Great Re-
cession upends the economy

In a strategic move to up 
his game, Jende Jonga, a Cam-
eroonian immigrant living in 
Harlem, has come to the Unit-
ed States to provide a better life 
for himself, his wife, Neni, and 
their six-year-old son. In the 
fall of 2007, Jende can hardly 
believe his luck when he lands 
a job as a chauffeur for Clark 
Edwards, a senior executive 
at Lehman Brothers. Clark 
demands punctuality, discre-
tion, and loyalty—and Jende 
is eager to please. Clark’s wife, 
Cindy, even offers Neni tem-
porary work at the Edwards’ 
summer home in the Hamp-
tons. brighter future.

Real drama started when 
the world of great power and 

marriage is to get pregnant. 
Which, finally, she does—
but at a cost far greater 
than she could have dared 
to imagine. You need to un-
earth what she did. 

privilege conceals troubling 
secrets, and soon Jende and 
Neni notice cracks in their 
employers’ façades. When 
the financial world is rocked 
by the collapse of Lehman 
Brothers, the Jongas are eager 
to keep Jende’s job—even as 
their marriage threatens to fall 
apart. As all four lives are dra-
matically upended, Jende and 
Neni are forced to make an im-

possible choice. You sure need 
to find out what this choice is 
and what was the outcome. 

BOOKS 

Notable Inventions By Blacks
By Ogochukwu Anozie

In commemoration 
of this year’s Black His-
tory Month, we bring you 
a collection of some iconic 
inventions by Blacks. Most 
people have heard about 
famous inventions like the 
light bulb, the cotton gin 
and the iPhone. But there 
are countless others, often 
overlooked inventions that 
make our daily lives easier. 
Remarkably, some of these 
devices sprung from the 
minds of Black inventors. 
Let’s take a look at some of 
them:

GLOBAL POSITIONING 

SYSTEM (GPS) 
TECHNOLOGY - 
GLADYS WEST 

West, who was born 
in 1930, worked as a math-
ematician, collecting and 
analyzing satellite data of 
the Earth's surface, until 
she eventually created a de-
tailed model and helped de-
veloped the technology that 
resulted in global position-
ing system (GPS) technol-
ogy, the global navigational 
satellite system that can ac-
curately determine your po-
sition anywhere on earth. 

WORLD FIRST 
INTELLIGENT GAMING 
ROBOT – SILAS 
ADEKUNLE

Silas Adekunle is a 
Nigerian inventor technol-
ogy entrepreneur known 
for creating the world's first 
intelligent gaming robot. 
Adekunle is the co-founder 
and former CEO of Reach 
Robotics, an augmented re-
ality gaming company that 
creates robots for gaming 
and for STEM education. 
The startup has developed 
a 4 legged robot with life-
like movement called Me-
kaMon.

FIRST HOME SECURITY 
SYSTEM - MARIE VAN 
BRITTAN BROWN

Although she was 
a full-time Black nurse, 
she recognized the secu-

rity threats to her home 
and devised a system that 
would alert her of strang-
ers at her door and con-
tact relevant authorities 
as quickly as possible. Her 
original invention consisted 
of peepholes, a camera, 
monitors, and a two-way 
microphone. The finishing 
touch was an alarm button 
that, when pressed, would 
immediately contact the po-
lice. It is on record that her 
patent laid the groundwork 
for the modern closed-cir-
cuit television system that 
is widely used for surveil-
lance, home security sys-
tems, push-button alarm 
triggers, crime prevention, 
and traffic monitoring.

 KAR-GO - WILLIAM 
PASI SACHITI

Born in Harare, Zim-
babwe, Sachiti moved to 
the UK when he was 16 
years old. In 2015 he went 
to University in Aberyst-
wyth to study artificial in-
telligence and robotics. 

In 2016, after re-
ceiving funding from the 
University, he founded 
the Academy of Robotics, 
a vehicle manufacturing 
company, to develop Kar-
go. Kar-go is a driverless 
car that can deliver multiple 
packages by using a combi-
nation of advanced robotics 
and driverless vehicle tech-
nology.

SUPERCOMPUTER - 
PHILIP EMEAGWALI 

Though he left school 
at just 13 because of the 
Nigerian Civil War, Philip 
Emeagwali went on to be-
come one of the greatest 
computer pioneers of our 
time. Some call him the 
“Bill Gates of Africa.”

In a chat, Philip noted 
that he drew his inspira-
tion from nature, especially 
bees. Studying the efficient 
way they constructed a 
honeycomb made him re-
think his approach to com-
puter processing. In 1989 
he put his ideas to work 
and used 65,000 processes 
to invent the world’s first

continued on p(25)
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THE FRENCH CORNER – BONJOUR 
By Faridat Audu

FILL IN THE BLANK SPACES IN FRENCH

REMINDER TIPS ON LEARNING OR INPROVING YOUR FRENCH

QUANTITATIVE REASONING
FIND THE MISSING NUMBERS USE THE EXAMPLES BELOW 

MATH QUESTIONS

FRENCH IDIOM
To be happy, to have a smile 

on one’s face.
Avoir la banane.

WELCOME AGAIN!
HAPPY BLACK HISTORY MONTH.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

If you wish to contribute to this page, 
please contact the publisher:

publisher@nigeriancanadiannews.ca
Stay safe and BLOOM!

Answers: Pg. 25

Answers: Pg. 25

Answers: Pg. 25

Proud  (Joyeux(se), Fier)
Shy  (Désolé(e), Timide)
Happy  (Content(e), Effrayé(e))
Funny  (Fier, Drôle)
Sad  (Triste, Embarrassé(e))
Angry  (Drôle, Fâché(e))
Surprised (Surpris(e), Timide)
Embarrassed (Fâché(e), Embarrassé(e))
Jealous  (Triste, Jaloux(se))
Sorry  (Content(e), Désolé(e))
Joyful  (Joyeux(se), Surpris(e))
Afraid  (Effrayé(e), Jaloux(se))

answers on p(25)

• Watch French programs (News) at least 20-30 minutes daily.
• Read French books/newspapers/journals daily.
• Listen to French music daily.
• Make effort communicating in French language 

1. A large box contains 18 small 
boxes and each small box contains 25 
chocolate bars. How many chocolate bars 
are in the large box?

2. It takes John 25 minutes to walk 
to the car park and 45 to drive to work. At 
what time should he get out of the house in 
order to get to work at 9:00 a.m.?

3. Kim can walk 4 kilometers in one 
hour. How long does it take Kim to walk 18 
kilometers?

4. A factory produced 2300 TV sets 
in its first year of production. 4500 sets 
were produced in its second year and 500 
more sets were produced in its third year 
than in its second year. How many TV sets 
were produced in three years?

5. Linda bought 3 notebooks at 
$1.20 each; a box of pencils at $1.50 and a 
box of pens at $1.70. How much did Linda 
spend?

6. Tom and Bob have a total of 49 
toys. If Bob has 5 more toys than Tom, how 
many toys does each one have?

7. John can eat a quarter of a pizza in 
one minute. How long does it take John to 
eat one pizza and a half?

8. John can eat a sixth of a pizza in 
two minutes. It takes 3 minutes for Billy to 
eat one quarter of the same pizza. If John 
and Billy start eating one pizza each, who 
will finish first?

9. John read the quarter of the time 
that Tom read. Tom read only two-fifth of 
the time that Sasha read. Sasha read twice 
as long as Mike. If Mike read 5 hours, how 
long did John read?

10. Jim, Carla and Tommy are mem-
bers of the same family. Carla is 5 years 
older than Jim. Tommy is 6 years older 
than Carla. The sum of their three ages is 
31 years. How old is each one them?
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Florida teen wins court 
appeal to receive an abortion 

without parental consent

Sudan’s head of sovereign council denies 
collaborating with Israel

By N.Ugoh

CNN President Jeff Zucker has announced his 
resignation for failing to reveal a romantic relationship 
with a colleague at the United States cable television 
network.In a message to CNN employees, Zucker said: 
“I certainly wish my tenure here had ended differently.

“But it was an amazing run. And I loved every 
minute.”Zucker said his resignation was would take 
effect immediately.

As the President of the cable network since 2013, 
Zucker was one of the biggest media executives in the 
United States.

Zucker said in his message that as part of an 
investigation into a CNN anchor, he was “asked about 
a consensual relationship with my closest colleague, 
someone I have worked with for more than 20 years.”

“I acknowledged the relationship evolved in recent 
years,” he said. “I was required to disclose it when it 
began but I didn’t. I was wrong.”

By N.Ugoh

Doski Azad, a 23-year-old transgender woman, 
has been killed by her brother in an ‘honor killing’ for 
allegedly bringing shame to their family.

According to the police, the incident occurred in 
Iraq Kurdish and witnessed Doski, a make-up artist, 
killed by her brother, Chakdar Azad.

The police said Doski was “killed in a so-called 
“honor killing after her long-lost brother Chakdar 
Azad shot her.”

A statement issued by the police said: “The police 
heard about Ms. Azad’s death after receiving a call 
from a man who identified himself as another brother 
of the victim.

“Ms. Azad was found dead in the village of Mangesh, 
around 12 miles north of the city center of Duhok.”

Another report revealed that Doski Azad, who left 
home over five years ago, had received a lot of threats 
from her family due to her identity change despite 
establishing her own life as a woman and working in 
a salon.

Doski’s uncle, Dlovan Sadiq, said: “She left the 
house five to six years ago; I had not seen her ever 
since. Doski made a mistake.”

Duhok police have disclosed that it was the family 
of Ms Azad that informed them that she was killed by 
her brother, and reported where her corpse was.

While speaking to local media, District Director, 
Brendar Dosky, said that the rationale behind the 
killing of Doski must have been her transgender 
identity.

Man kills transgender 
sister in Iraq for 
‘bringing shame 

to the family’

Jeff Zucker Resigns 
as CNN President

R EPORTS have it that the 
2-1 ruling by a panel of 
the 2nd District Court of 

Appeal overturned a Hillsborough 
County circuit judge’s order.

It is imperative to note that a 
Florida law passed in 2020 mandates 
a person under 18 must get at least 
one parent’s permission before 
seeking information about abortion 
— but a judge can excuse them from 
the requirement in a process called 
“judicial bypass.”

In a recent development, Jane 
Doe was denied that request, based 
on the circuit court’s opinion that she 
was of less than average intelligence 
to make an informed decision.

Citing, in part, questions over her 
GPA, Hillsborough County Circuit 
Court Judge Jared Smith denied the 
judicial waiver.

Reports said she has since been 
granted the right on appeal in a 2-1 
decision by a district court.

It was gathered that the 17-year 
old’s attorney, Rinky Parwani of 
Parwani Law in Tampa, said the 
higher court understood that the 
teen — identified in documents as 
“Jane Doe” — had demonstrated the 
ability to assess the consequences of 
her choice.

Parwani said “To me, even just 
the fact that they’ve been able to 
find the courthouse, find a lawyer, 
fill out the paperwork without any 
assistance, that’s pretty mature”

“I don’t know a lot of adults 

By Stanley Ugagbe

Head of the Sudanese Sovereign 
Council, General Abdel-Fattah 
Burhan has denied growing 
cooperation between Sudan and Israel 
on security and intelligence after 
the two countries had exchanges of 
information.

Burhan clarified his stand in an 
interview with Sudan’s state-run TV.

The army chief stated that such ties 
between the former adversaries were 
not of political nature, adding that only 
Sudanese security and intelligence 
officials paid visits to Israel.

He said “Till this moment no 
prominent political figure paid any 
visit (to Israel),” added that this 
exchange of information allowed 
the country to arrest “many terrorist 
organizations that could have 

By Stanley Ugagbe
Jane Doe, a Tampa teenager 

has won her appeal to seek an 
abortion after being denied by 

a lower court. 

that can do that, but we have to go 
through this arduous process.”

The judge also noted that the 
process is not only grueling for the 
minor who must testify in court, 
but is also difficult for jurists tasked 
with navigating the state law.

She said “A lot of these are my 
colleagues, people who I highly 
respect, they have to sit and listen 
to these cases and have lives in their 
hands”

“I think it’s important that we as a 
society make this process better for 
everyone and work toward getting 
the best decision we can in these 
hard situations.”

Parwani averred that when 
considering whether a minor can 
be granted a judicial bypass, they 
must prove in court that they are 
a victim of sexual abuse, or are 
mature enough, and if it is in their 
best interest.

She said “They have to prove 
several things to the judge including 
their age, overall intelligence, their 
emotional development and mental 
stability”

“They have to show to the judge 
the ability to accept responsibility 
and the ability to assess both 

destabilized the security of Sudan”.
The General, however, did not give 

further details on the issue.
It is important to note that during 

recent weeks Sudanese and Israeli 
officials exchanged visits in various 
unannounced trips.

It was gathered that the most 
recent visit was by a Sudanese security 
delegation in Tel Aviv and a previous 
visit by Israeli officials, including 
Mossad agents, to Khartoum in 
January.

It would be recalled that last 
October, the then Sudanese justice 
minister, Nasredeen Abdulbari, and 
Israeli Cabinet ministers Idan Roll 
and Edawi Frej held a rare joint public 
meeting in the United Arab Emirates’ 
capital of Abu Dhabi.

Official records have it that Sudan 
and Israel normalized ties in 2020 

immediate and long-range 
consequences of their choices and 
know the risks of terminating 
the pregnancy and apply that 
understanding to their decision.

“So here they are trying to 
explain periods and medical issues 
to a complete stranger. I mean, for 
most of us, that’s embarrassing, it’s 
pretty intrusive”.

It was reported that in court, the 
teenager testified that her mother 
lives out of state and her father does 
not believe in abortion except in 
cases of rape. She said her boyfriend 
and his mother support her decision.

It would be recalled that Florida 
Gov. Ron DeSantis signed parental 
consent for abortion into law in 
2020.

The development came more 
than three decades after the Florida 
Supreme Court in 1989 struck 
down a similar parental-consent 
law, finding that it violated a right to 
privacy in the state Constitution.

According to the Guttmacher 
Institute, an abortion-rights 
reproductive health and research 
group, Florida, along with 37 other 
states, requires parent notification 
for minors seeking abortions.

as part of a series of U.S.-brokered 
deals between Israel and four Arab 
countries.

It was stated that the agreement 
paved the way for Sudan to reintegrate 
into the international community after 
two decades of isolation under former 
autocratic President Omar al-Bashir.
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African immigrant’s pizza named among top 50 

By Dele Akintilo

According to 
Buckingham Palace, 
Prince Andrew has 
been formally stripped 
of his royal titles. This 
decision was approved 
by Andrew’s mother, 
Queen Elizabeth 
II, and it happened 
after his most recent 
unfruitful attempt to 
dismiss a lawsuit filed 
by Virginia Giuffre, 
who says she was 

abused by the Prince when she was 17 years old and 
was being sexually trafficked by late Jeffrey Epstein and 
Ghislaine Maxwell.

In a recent statement, Buckingham Palace 
announced that: “With the Queen’s approval and 
agreement, the Duke of York’s military affiliations and 
Royal patronages have been returned to the Queen.

“The Duke of York will continue not to undertake 
any public duties and is defending this case as a private 
citizen.” According to Harper’s Bazaar, Andrew’s 
stripped titles and titles were returned to the Queen 
effective immediately and “will be redistributed to 
other working members of the royal family, which 
would include Prince William, Duchess Kate, Princess 
Anne, Prince Edward, Prince Charles, and Camilla, 
Duchess of Cornwall.”

Apart from losing his military roles and titles, 
Andrew is banned from using the style “His Royal 
Highness” in any official capacity henceforth.

A royal source revealed to Harper’s Bazaar that 
the decision to officially strip Andrew of his titles and 
roles was “widely discussed” in the royal family and 
that the royals decided that Andrew’s titles will never 
be reinstated, irrespective of the outcome of Giuffre’s 
lawsuit. According to CNN, Buckingham Palace’s 
announcement came one day after a Federal Judge 
in New York denied a motion filed by Andrew’s legal 
team to dismiss Giuffre’s lawsuit against him.

Prince Andrew 
Officially Stripped of 
His Royal Titles Amid 

Ongoing Sexual Assault 
Allegations

US commences 
‘no-interview’ visa renewal 

for Nigerians
By Dele Akintilo

The United States Embassy 
in Nigeria has said it was 

expanding its services to help 
qualified non-immigrant visa 

applicants.

T HE embassy stated 
that it commenced a 
visa interview waiver 

programme with the pilot project 
commencing for applicants at the 
US Consulate in Lagos.

While speaking during a recent 
press conference at the US Consulate 
in Lagos, the US Mission Country 
Consular Coordinator, Susan Tuller, 
made it known that the project was 
no-interview visa renewals.

Tuller said it would be limited 

initially and would apply only to 
applicants for academic exchange, 
work, study and tourist visas seeking 
renewal.

According to Tuller, every eligible 
applicant must possess a previous 
visa that expired within the last 24 
months or will expire three months 
from the date of application.

She said: “This is not a non-
immigrant visa interview waiver 
process known as the ‘dropbox.’ 
The new application procedure 
will begin in February at the U.S. 
Consulate in Lagos and will be 
extended shortly thereafter to the 
U.S. Embassy in Abuja. The number 
of qualified applicants who can 
apply using the new procedures 
will be limited initially. Applicants 
who meet the criteria may apply in 

Lagos until the service is extended 
to Abuja. ”

She revealed that the ‘drop box’ 
system didn’t achieve its goals 
due to the fact that it was fraught 
with “fraud, high overstay rates” 
while the consular unit aimed at 
strengthening “border security, 
productivity and customer service.”

It should be recalled that the 
embassy indefinitely suspended 
interview waivers for renewals, 
otherwise known as the ‘Dropbox’ 
process on May 14, 2019.

The embassy insisted then that 
applicants seeking a non-immigrant 
visa to the US in Nigeria must apply 
online and would need to appear in 
person at the US Embassy in Abuja 
or US Consulate General in Lagos to 
submit their application for review.

By Stanley Ugagbe

30-year-old African immigrant 
to Italy, Ibrahim Songne’s pizza 
brand has been named one of the 
top 50 in the world. 50TopPizza.
it calls Ibrahim’s dough “perfectly 
leavened” and the recipes 
“imaginative.” 

Ibrahim, who hails from 
Burkina Faso, christened his 
restaurant, IBRIS— an all-caps 
hybrid of his first and last name.

Reports have it that before 
he opened the small shop in 
downtown Trento 3 years ago, 
he says that locals warned him, 
“A Black man behind the counter 
will drive every customer away.”

It was stated that these fears 
seemed realized when on the first 
day open, Ibrahim stood behind 
the counter and a middle-aged 
couple entered. Silently, the pair 
surveyed the pizza on display, he 
remembers. Then, he says, they 
likely assumed that someone 
of African descent didn’t speak 

Italian, remarked, “This pizza 
looks amazing. Too bad they let 
Black people work here” and left.

However, the scenario is 
different in 2022. With only 
three small benches for seating, 
lunchtime patrons pack IBRIS’ 
narrow storefront, shouting 
orders over the Afrobeats 
soundtrack.

In a chat with newsmen, 
Ibrahim, who migrated to Italy 
from Burkina Faso at age 12, said 
he reacted in disgust when he 
tasted pizza for the first time.

“I’d never even heard of pizza 
before I arrived in Italy. I took 
a bite and found it gross and 
completely tasteless,” he said.

It was stated that his success is 
hardly due to lack of competition. 
Two other pizza places sit on the 
same block and another seven are 
within minutes’ walk.

Harping on his brand, he said 
his pizza distinguishes itself due to 
the “intensity, texture and sense of 
experimentation.”

Giving customer’s feedback, 
a certain 52-year-old Alessandra 
Gelva said “This pizza is beautiful. 
It is the only place we ever come 
for pizza. The toppings are so 
original. The pistachio is one of 
my favorites.”

Another regular, Giuliana 

Passamani, 60, describes IBRIS’ 
pizza crust as “superlative.”

Also, 35-year-old Maria gushed 
that she “comes here three times a 
week from over an hour away. He 
is famous.”

The elated Ibrahim said “Big 
things start little. If given enough 

care and value, food can change 
the world. It’s a bridge between 
people — a way to pleasurably 
experience something new. That 
experience then can lead to greater 
tolerance and understanding.

“Once they taste my pizza, all 
judgment disappears.”
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Quadri Aruna aims 
for glory at the World Table 

Tennis Singapore Smash

NiDCOM hails Adesanya for retaining middleweight belt

By Stanley Ugagbe 

The Nigerian National senior women’s basketball 
team, D’Tigress, has defeated Mali 73 to 69 to qualify 
for the 2022 FIBA World Cup scheduled to hold in 
Sydney, Australia.

The tournament is billed to hold from September 
22 to October 1.

Playing in Group D of the qualifiers, the Nigerian 
girls rose from a 76 to 90 defeat by China in their 
opening game to beat France 67 to 65 in their second 
game before the victory over Mali confirmed their 
passage to Sydney.

Nicole Enoabosi, 24, emerged the team’s top 
performer with 11 points, eight rebounds and one 
assist as the team clinched an automatic World Cup 
ticket.

Remarkably, Promise Amukamara was the 
creative force with eight assists and 10 points. Also, 
Amy Okonkwo recorded 14 points while Atonye 
Nyingifa had 11 points.

In a swift reaction to the team’s performance, 
Sports Minister, Sunday Dare, heaped praises on the 
team for doing the nation proud and showing dogged 
determination in all their games.

Also, Nigeria Basketball Federation (NBBF) 
President, Musa Kida, in his reaction, traced the 
team’s continued success to a long-term plan that 
started at the 2017 Afrobasket.

He said “We knew what we wanted and what we 
needed to do. In 2018 in Spain, they became the 
first team from Africa to win two games at the FIBA 
World Cup and also first out of Africa to advance to 
the quarter finals”.

Kida added: “We are proud of what we have been 
able to achieve with this team and we are optimistic 
that the future can only be brighter with the young 
talents at our disposal.”

D’Tigress defeats Mali 
to qualify for 2022 FIBA 

Women’s World Cup

F ROM March 7 to 20, 
Arun and other world’s 
best players are set to 

descend on the Lion City with the 
inaugural men’s and women’s singles 
line-ups for the Singapore Smash.

WTT Grand Smashes form the 
four pillars of the new WTT Series, 
and the first-ever Singapore Smash, 
a two-week spectacle, will see top 
players compete for a share of $2m 
prize money at Singapore Sports 
Hub.

The men’s and women’s singles 
main draw, running from 11 to 
20 March, will feature 64 players 
each, with the first 50 players 
automatically entered based on the 
latest ITTF Table Tennis World 
Rankings. The remaining positions 
will be filled by four (4) host wild 
cards, two (2) WTT nominations 
and eight (8) qualifiers.

Positions in the main draw 
have also been set aside for recent 
Continental Champions whose 
current World Ranking position 
would not enable them to gain 
automatic entry into the event.

Prior to the main draw, a 
64-player men’s and women’s singles 
qualifying draw will take place from 
7 to 9 March to determine the 8 

By Dele Akintilo
After his excellent display 

in 2021 that shot his rating 
to number 11 in the world, 

Nigeria’s Quadri Aruna will 
begin his quest for another 

glory at the inaugural 
World Table Tennis (WTT) 

Singapore Smash.

qualifiers who will advance to take 
on the best players in the world.

Apart from Aruna, world 
number one Fan Zhendong returns 
to the familiar winning ground 
three months after he outplayed 
Tomokazu Harimoto at WTT Cup 
Finals Singapore to secure the year-
end title.

Fan will be joined by Chinese 
legend Ma Long in the Lion City, 
his first international appearance 
since Tokyo 2020. Regarded as the 
greatest of all time (GOAT), the 
two-time Olympic Men’s Singles 
gold medallist is a crowd favourite, 
adding star power to the already 
elite field of world-class talent.

According to the organisers, 
heavyweights such as Hugo 
Calderano, Tomokazu Harimoto, 

Timo Boll, Aruna and more are 
ready to make a smash in Singapore.

Calderano, the world number 
three, became the first Latin 
America to lift a WTT trophy, while 
Aruna became the highest ever 
ranked African.

Featured amongst the list of 
top 50 players, including Chinese 
Taipei’s Cheng I-Ching, Puerto 
Rico’s Adriana Diaz, Germany’s 
Petrissa Solja and Brazil’s Bruna 
Takahashi, as well as African 
Champion Mariam Elhodaby of 
Egypt. Following her surprise 
victory in Cameroon last year, the 
21-year old enters the event as a 
continental winner, joining fellow 
Egyptian Dina Meshref in securing 
an automatic entry into the main 
draw.

By Stanley Ugagbe

New Zealand-based Nigerian 
Adesanya, Israel Adesanya has 
retained his UFC middleweight 
title against former champion 
Robert Whittaker by unanimous 
decision in Houston.

It would be recalled 
that Adesanya previously 
knocked out Whittaker in the 
second round at UFC 243 in 
October 2019 to capture the 
undisputed middleweight title 
in Melbourne.

But in the recent rematch at 
UFC 271 in Texas, Whittaker 
fought to a much more 
conservative game plan, which 
kept him in the contest all the 
way to the judges’ scorecards.

After their tightly-contested 
title bout at the Toyota Center 
went the distance, all three 
judges were in agreement 

on the victor and Adesanya 
was awarded the unanimous 
decision with scores of 48-47, 
48-47, 49-46.

During his post-fight 
interview, the 32-year-old said 
“I knew he was going to bring 
everything, because last time I 
took everything away from him”.

“So, he had nothing to lose. 
And like I said, I’m the champ. 
Come get it.”

The elated champion went 
on to state his intention to 
return to action in June against 
middleweight contender Jared 
Cannonier, who scored an 
impressive win of his own in 
Houston.

“I know June doesn’t have 
a pay-per-view yet, but like I 
said, I’m the new dog in the 
yard, I’m the big dog in the yard 
now. And I know the other dog, 
Jared Cannonier, did some work 

tonight.”
On his part, Whittaker, was 

left disappointed after thinking 
he’d done enough to recapture 
the title.

He said “I know I started off 
rocky in that first round, but 
I feel like I took every round 
after that. “It is what it is, but 

you know what they say about 
leaving it to the judges.

“I’m happy that I fought my 
heart out and left it here. But, I’m 
gutted. I thought I did enough. I 
thought I took that.”

Reacting to Adesanya’s 
victory, Chairman of Nigerians 
in Diaspora Commission, Mrs 

Abike Dabiri-Erewa, hailed 
him for retaining the Unified 
Fighting Championship 
middleweight category in a 
three sets win.

Dabiri-Erewa congratulated 
Adesanya’ in a statement signed 
by Mr Gabriel Odu, Media Public 
Relations and Protocol Officer of 
the commission in Abuja.

She described Adesanya’s 
performance as a true reflection 
of the resilience, passion, 
dedication, and commitment of 
Nigerians both at home and in 
the diaspora.

She urged him to sustain 
the momentum and win more 
laurels for Nigeria.

It is important to note that the 
recent victory was Adesanya’s 
Fourth Title Defence after 
defeats against Yoel Romero, 
Paolo Costa, and Marvin 
Vettori, respectively.
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Amuneke becomes Super Eagles coach

By Stanley Ugagbe

Authorities have confirmed that Canada will host 
Jamaica’s Reggae Boyz on March 27 at Toronto’s 
BMO Field in its last home game in CONCACAF’s 
final round of FIFA World Cup qualifying.

It is imperative to note that the Canadian men, 
who lead the eight-team standings at 7-0-4, wrap 
up qualifying play in March with away games at 
Costa Rica on March 24 and Panama on March 30 
sandwiched around the Jamaica contest. 

Remarkably, a win in Costa Rica could see Canada 
secure its berth in Qatar 2022.

With six straight wins, Canada leads the U.S. and 
Mexico by four points and fourth-place Panama by 
eight points.

According to FIFA measures, the top three teams 
will qualify for Qatar 2022 with the fourth-place side 
taking on an Oceania country in an intercontinental 
playoff to see who joins them.

Jamaica (1-6-4) stands seventh in the CONCACAF 
standings.

It could be recalled that Canada has already played 
three homes games in Toronto, two in Edmonton and 
one in Hamilton.

Official records have it that the Canadian men are 
undefeated in 19 straight matches at BMO Field since 
June 2011.

By Tunde Ajibode

The Nigeria Football Federation says it has 
received the decision of world football –governing 
body, FIFA, that Leicester City FC of England player 
Ademola Lookman can now represent Nigeria at 
international level.

Emilio Garcia Silveiro, FIFA’s Chief Legal and 
Compliance Officer, conveyed to the NFF the 
decision of the Single Judge of the Status Chamber of 
the Football Tribunal:

“The request made by the NFF – Nigeria Football 
Federation for a change of association of the player 
Ademola Olajide Lookman is accepted.

“The player Ademola Olajide Lookman is eligible 
to play for the representative teams of the NFF – 
Nigeria Football Federation with immediate effect.”

NFF General Secretary, Dr Mohammed Sanusi 
lauded the record-time approval granted the fresh 
application by the Federation with regards to 
Lookman’s desire to wear the green-white-green in 
the international sphere. “We sent in the application 
on Wednesday night after putting all the necessary 
documentation together. We are happy to receive the 
approval today.”

Only in December 2021, FIFA also approved 
the NFF’s application for the switch in allegiance 
for Ashleigh Megan Plumptre to represent Nigeria 
internationally.

Both Lookman and Plumptre had represented 
England at various junior cadres.

World cup qualifier: 
Canada to host Jamaica 

in March at Toronto’s 
BMO Field

NFF hails as FIFA clears 
Ademola Lookman 

to represent Nigeria

Blessing Okagbare banned 
for 10 years over doping

By Stanley Ugagbe
Nigerian sprinter, Blessing 

Okagbare has been handed a 
10-year ban by the Athletics 

Integrity Unit (AIU) 
following her expulsion from 

last year’s Tokyo Olympics for 
doping violations.

I T would be recalled that 
the Athletics Integrity Unit 
(AIU) had in October 2021, 

pressed charges against Okagbare 
in relation to separate disciplinary 
matters. First, for the presence and 
use of multiple (two) prohibited 
substances (human Growth 
Hormone (hGH) and recombinant 
erythropoietin (EPO)) for which 
she had been provisionally 
suspended on 31 July 2021, the day 
on which she had been scheduled to 

participate in the semi-finals of the 
Tokyo 2020 women’s 100m.

It was concluded after trial 
that Okagbare’s use of multiple 
prohibited substances as part of 
an organised doping regimen in 
the lead up to the Tokyo Olympic 
Games was lugubrious conduct 
that amounted to worsening 
circumstances under the Rules 
thereby warranting an additional 
period of ineligibility on top of the 
standard four-year sanction.

In a statement, AIU said the ban 
commences from July 31, 2021. “The 
Disciplinary Tribunal has banned 
Nigerian sprinter Blessing Okagbare 
for a total of 10 years”.

In part, a copy of the judgement 
read, “For the reasons set out, The 
Tribunal:

“Finds the ADRVs contrary to 
Rules 2.1 and 2.2 ADR proved;

“Imposes a period of Ineligibility 

of five years concurrently on each of 
the Rule 2.1 and Rule 2.2 ADRVs;

“Finds that the Athlete failed 
to comply with the Demand and 
cooperate with the AIU investigation 
in breach of Rules 5.7.3 and 5.7.7 
ADRV and imposes a consecutive 
period of Ineligibility of five years; and

“Therefore, imposes a total 
period of Ineligibility of ten years 
which commences on 31 July 2021.

“The Tribunal also orders that the 
Athlete’s results from and including 
20 June 2021 are disqualified 
with all resulting consequences 
including forfeiture of any medals, 
titles, ranking points, and prize and 
appearance money.

“There is no order for costs.”
Regrettably, the ban may see the 

33-year-old draw the curtains of her 
career in athletics. She has 30 days 
to appeal the ban at the Court of 
Arbitration for Sport (CAS).

By Dele Akintilo

The Nigeria Football Federation 
(NFF) has announced the re-
shufflement of the technical crew 
of the Super Eagles, with Augustine 
Eguavoen staying as Interim 
Technical Adviser while former 
Super Eagles player, Emmanuel 
Amuneke drafted in as immediate 
assistant to Eguavoen.

It should be recalled that 
Eguavoen led the Eagles to the 
recently concluded Africa Cup of 
Nations (AFCON) in Cameroon, 
where the team was eliminated in 
the round of 16.

Eguavoen took over the team 
after Gernot Rohr was sacked and 
there had been calls for him to carry 
on the position. That made the NFF 
drop the contract talks with Jose 
Peseiro, who had been contacted to 
manage the Eagles after AFCON.

While making the announcement, 
the NFF General Secretary, Dr 
Mohammed Sanusi said: “The 
NFF Board has approved a 
recommendation of the Technical and 
Development Committee retaining 

Augustine Eguavoen as Technical 
Director/Technical Adviser (interim) 
while Emmanuel Amuneke becomes 
the Chief Coach of the Super Eagles. 
Salisu Yusuf will be the 2nd Assistant 
Coach/Chief Coach of the CHAN 
team and Joseph Yobo will be 3rd 
Assistant while Aloysius Agu remains 
the Goalkeepers’ Trainer.”

“We acknowledge and appreciate 
the interest that Mr Jose Peseiro has 
shown in Nigeria Football during 
our very cordial discussions and 
have absolutely no doubt about his 
capacity. We believe that perhaps 

in the future, there could be an 
opportunity to work with him.

“However, in view of the positive 
performance of the Super Eagles 
at the just-concluded AFCON 
which has given hope to Nigerians 
and boosted our confidence in the 
present coaching crew to qualify 
us for the World Cup in Qatar, 
we have decided to accept the 
recommendation of the Technical 
and Development Committee to 
retain the Eguavoen-led coaching 
crew and strengthen it with the 
addition of Emmanuel Amuneke.”
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R E L I G I O N

Christian Bakers persecuted for refusing to 
make cake for a same-sex wedding get huge 
court victory in Oregon

Embattled Hillsong 
Leader, Brian Houston 
Resigns
By Stanley Ugagbe

In a bid to fight 
a charge of covering 
up child sex offens-
es committed by his 
preacher father, the 
leader of Australian-
based global mega-
church Hillsong, has 
stepped down from his 
position.

According to local 
reports, Brian Hous-
ton, 67, was charged 
in August last year 
in Sydney with con-
cealing a serious in-
dictable offense and 
said in a statement he 
had already been told 
to step aside from all 
Hillsong boards.

In the state-
ment, Houston said 
"In December during 
our board meeting, 
Hillsong's external le-
gal counsel gave the 
board advice regard-
ing the current charge 
I am facing—that it 
would be the 'best 
practice' for me to step 
aside completely from 
church leadership dur-
ing the court proceed-
ings". 

"We have talked 
about the effects of 
the situation with my 
father, which go back 
many years up to the 
current legal case, and 
the impact this has 
had on me emotion-
ally.

"The result is that 
the Hillsong Global 
Board feels it is in 
my and the church's 
best interest for this 
to happen, so I have 
agreed to step aside 
from all ministry re-
sponsibilities until 
the end of the year. I 

need to be fully com-
mitted to preparation 
and engagement with 
the case and work 
closely with my law-
yers in defending this 
charge."

Multiple reports 
have it that Houston's 
lawyer said in Octo-
ber that he planned to 
plead not guilty. NBC 
News reported that in 
"August 2021, Aus-
tralian police said they 
would allege in court 
the man (Houston) 
knew information re-
lating to the sexual 
abuse of a young 
male in the 1970s and 
failed to bring that in-
formation to the atten-
tion of police.'"

It was also re-
ported that a govern-
ment inquiry found 
that Houston became 
aware of allegations 
against his father, 
Frank Houston in 
1999 and allowed him 
to retire quietly rather 
than report him to po-
lice. Reports said his 
father confessed to the 
abuse before he died 
in 2004 at age 82.

In his statement, 
the embattled Hous-
ton suggested that the 
charge against him 
was related to allega-
tions that his father 
had abused a boy over 
several years in the 
1970s.

Brian Houston

By Stanley Ugagbe

In what can be de-
scribed as a landmark 
ruling for the victims, 
the Oregon Court of Ap-
peals has reversed part 
of a state decision that 
forced Christian bakers 
Aaron and Melissa Klein 
out of business by pe-
nalizing them $135,000 
for refusing to create a 
custom cake for a same-
sex wedding.

In the recent rul-
ing, the court held that a 
state agency, the Oregon 
Bureau of Labor and In-
dustries (BOLI), acted 
with bias against the 
bakers' religion, sending 
the case back to the same 
agency to reconsider the 

damages award.
This development 

comes after the U.S. 
Supreme Court slapped 
the state of Colorado 
for showing hostility 
against Christianity in a 
similar case: Masterpiece 
Cakeshop v. Colorado 
Civil Rights Commission.

The Oregonian court 
in its 37-page opinion, 
concluded that "When 
viewed in the light of 
Masterpiece Cakeshop, 
BOLI's handling of the 
damages portion of the 
case does not reflect the 
neutrality toward reli-
gion required by the Free 
Exercise Clause."

The court added 
that, "The prosecutor's 
closing argument ap-
parently equating the 

Kleins' religious beliefs 
with 'prejudice,' together 
with the agency's rea-
soning for imposing 
damages in connection 
with Aaron's quotation 
of Leviticus, reflect that 
the agency acted in a 
way that passed judg-
ment on the Kleins' reli-
gious beliefs, something 
that is impermissible 
under Masterpiece Cake-
shop."

It would be recalled 
that the Kleins, two Or-
egon bakers were fined 
for refusing to make a 
cake promoting a gay 
commitment ceremony. 
They were punished 
with a $135,000 fine 
for declining to create a 
same-sex wedding cake 
in 2013.

Reports have it that 
the case went all the 
way to the U.S. Supreme 
Court in 2019, where the 
justices threw out a pre-
vious state court ruling 
against the Kleins, send-
ing the case back down 
to that court in Oregon.

It was also reported 
that the high court said 
the state court needed 
to reconsider the case 
in light of last year's 
Supreme Court ruling 
in favor of Colorado 
baker Jack Phillips, who 
couldn't make a cake for 
a same-sex wedding. 
The court had ruled that 
the Colorado Civil Rights 
Commission showed an-
ti-religious bias against 
the Christian baker, re-
ports said. 

Ex-pope Benedict XVI asks for pardon 
over sex abuse scandal

By Stanley Ugagbe

In a major develop-
ment that has sparked 
reactions across the globe, 
Ex-pope Benedict XVI 
has asked for forgiveness 
for any “grievous faults” 
in his handling of sexual 
abuse cases within the 
Catholic Church.

The former Pope, 
however, did not admit to 
any personal wrongdoing, 
despite recent criticism of 
his conduct while serving 
as archbishop of Munich.

The 94-year-old re-
tired Pope said “I have 
had great responsibilities 
in the Catholic Church”.

“All the greater is my 
pain for the abuses and 
the errors that occurred in 
those different places dur-

ing the time of my man-
date.”

It should be noted 
that a recent report ac-
cused Benedict of mishan-
dling four sexual abuse 
allegations in the Mu-
nich archdiocese between 
1977 and 1982.

In the report, the 
authors accused the pope 
— then known as Cardi-
nal Joseph Ratzinger — of 
failing to restrict the ac-
cused priests, even after 
they had been criminally 
convicted.

The German study 
had estimated that there 
were at least 497 abuse 
victims between 1945 
and 2019, and at least 
235 suspected perpetra-
tors.

In its reaction to the 
allegations, the Vatican 

released two letters, in-
cluding one written by 
Benedict.

In the letter, the 
emeritus pope said that by 
meeting victims of abuse, 
he had “seen at first hand 
the effects of a most griev-
ous fault”.

“I have come to 
understand that we our-
selves are drawn into this 
grievous fault whenever 
we neglect it or fail to con-
front it with the necessary 
decisiveness and respon-
sibility, as too often hap-
pened and continues to 
happen”.

“Once again I can 
only express to all the vic-
tims of sexual abuse my 
profound shame, my deep 
sorrow and my heartfelt 
request for forgiveness.”

Reports have it that 

the retired Pope’s team 
had previously corrected 
an “error” that initially 
denied that Benedict had 
attended a meeting to 
discuss transferring one 
priest in question

“As an archbishop, 
Cardinal Ratzinger was 
not involved in any cover-
up of acts of abuse,” the 
second letter from his ad-
visers read.

Also, Benedict’s law-
yers stated that there was 
no evidence that Benedict 
was aware of the four 
priests’ criminal back-
grounds.

The embattled Bene-
dict — who stepped down 
in 2013 — also thanked 
his successor Pope Fran-
cis for his “support” and 
“trust” after the German 
report was published.

Lagos priest suspended by Catholic Church for banning Igbo songs

By Dele Akintilo

The Catholic church 
has ‘suspended’ the Par-
ish Priest in charge of Holy 
Trinity Catholic Church, 
Ewu-Owa Gberigbe in 
Ikorodu, Lagos, Rev. Fr. 
James Anelu.

According to reports, 
the priest was asked to stop 
working for discriminating 

against Igbos and banning 
Igbo songs and choruses in 
his parish.

In a “disclaimer”, 
Alfred Martin, the Catho-
lic Archbishop of Lagos, 
directed Anelu to proceed 
on “an indefinite leave of 
absence”.

The suspended priest 
was said to have lamented 
about the controlling atti-
tude of Igbos which made 

him ban Igbo songs and 
choruses in his parish and 
insisted that the excesses 
of Ndigbo must be con-
tained.

According to a viral 
report, the Priest angrily 
ended a soul-lifting chorus 
during the second collec-
tion in one of his Sunday 
worship services, arguing 
that Igbo people cannot be 
allowed to keep dominat-

ing other people in his par-
ish.

The priest went fur-
ther by citing the case of 
his Benin Diocese where 
Igbos dominate to the point 
of emerging as the Bishop.

Meanwhile, Martins, 
in the letter dated Febru-
ary 7, said: “It has been 
brought to our notice that 
Rev Fr James Anelu, the 
priest-in-charge of Holy 

Trinity Catholic Church, 
Ewu-Owa, Ikorodu, made 
some completely unac-
ceptable comments about 
Igbo songs being sung in 
the Church and unsavoury 
remarks that do not repre-
sent the Catholic church’s 
position on the common 
brotherhood of peoples of 
all tribes and religions.

“For this reason, he 
has been asked to proceed 

on an indefinite leave of 
absence to give an oppor-
tunity for a thorough in-
vestigation of all the mat-
ters relating to his ministry 
on the parish. The leave 
of absence takes effect 
from Tuesday, February 8, 
2021, till further notice.”

The Archbishop 
urged the church members 
to continue to serve God as 
one big family and in unity.
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Follow this checklist for a 
successful winter road trip
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2. FIND A WORKOUT 
BUDDY

You’re more likely to 
stick to your physical fitness 
routine if you have a work-
out buddy. Why? A part-
ner keeps you accountable, 
helps to create a positive and 
motivating environment, 
and just makes things more 
fun. So, challenge a partner, 
friend or family member to 
improve their financial fit-
ness along with you.

3. DON’T SWEAT THE 
SMALL STUFF

If a sprained ankle 
kept you from jogging for 

a week, that’s no reason to 
give up your fitness goals. 
Maybe you’d try a Pilates 
video instead of going for a 
jog.

Likewise, if an un-
expected expense like an 
emergency vet bill or park-
ing ticket means you don’t 
meet your budget one week, 
it’s not the end of your bud-
geting; maybe it's an oppor-
tunity to think about incor-
porating some emergency 
savings into your weekly 
regimen.

4. USE TECHNOLOGY TO 
STAY ON TRACK

The Financial Con-
sumer Agency of Canada 
offers free online tools such 
as a budget planner and a 
financial goal calculator that 
can make it easier to achieve 
your goals. While there are 
other resources out there, 
be aware that if you provide 
your banking information to 
a financial app, it could vio-
late the account agreement 
with your bank or credit card 
company and you could be 
held responsible if there’s an 
unauthorized transaction.

Find more tips, tools, 
and resources you can count 
on at canada.ca/money.

supercomputer – able to 
perform 3.1 billion calcula-
tions per second.

Today, his computers 
are being used to forecast 
the weather and predict the 
effects of global warming.

IMPROVED IRONING 
BOARD, - SARAH 
BOONE

It is a product that’s 
used possibly just as much 
as it’s overlooked. Records 
have it that in the late 19th 
century, it was improved 
upon by Sarah Boone, an 
African American woman 
who was born enslaved. 
One of the first Black wom-
en in U.S. history to receive 
a patent, she expanded 
upon the original ironing 
board, which was essen-
tially a horizontal wooden 
block originally patented in 
1858. With Boone’s 1892 
additions, the board fea-
tured a narrower and curved 
design, making it easier to 
iron garments, particularly 
women’s clothing. Boone’s 
design would morph into 
the modern ironing board 
that we use today.

THE THREE-LIGHT 
TRAFFIC SIGNAL - 
GARRETT MORGAN

Black inventor (and 
son of an enslaved par-
ent), Garrett Morgan came 
up with several significant 
inventions, including an 
improved sewing machine 
and the gas mask. But, one 
of Morgan's most influen-
tial inventions was the im-
proved traffic light. Records 
have it that Morgan's was 
one of the first three-light 
systems that were invented 
in the 1920s, resulting in 
widespread adoption of the 
traffic lights we take for 
granted today.

REFRIGERATED 
TRUCKS - FREDERICK 
MCKINLEY JONES

Jones, an African 
American, took out more 
than 60 patents throughout 
his life, including a patent 
for the roof-mounted cool-
ing system that’s used to 
refrigerate goods on trucks 
during extended transporta-
tion in the mid-1930s. It is 

on record that he received a 
patent for his invention in 
1940, and co-founded the 
U.S. Thermo Control Com-
pany, later known as Ther-
mo King. The company was 
critical during World War II, 
helping to preserve blood, 
food and supplies during 
the war.

AUTOMATIC ELEVATOR 
DOORS - ALEXANDER 
MILES

Before the invention 
of automatic doors, people 
had to manually shut both 
the shaft and elevator doors 
before riding. Forgetting to 
do so led to multiple acci-
dents as people fell down 
elevator shafts. It was gath-
ered that when the daughter 
of African American inven-
tor Alexander Miles almost 
fatally fell down the shaft, 
he took it upon himself to 
develop a solution. In 1887 
he took out a patent for a 
mechanism that automati-
cally opens and closes el-
evator shaft doors and his 
designs are largely reflected 
in elevators used today.

ELECTRET 
MICROPHONE, CO-
INVENTED BY JAMES E. 
WEST IN 1964

Along with his Ger-
man colleague Gerhard 
Sessler, West, a Black man 
invented the foil electret 
microphone, which was 
considerably less expensive 
to produce than the typi-
cally used condenser mi-
crophones. Records have it 
that two years after it was 
invented, the final model 
of the microphone was de-
veloped and in 1964 they 
patented the landmark in-
vention. And remarkably, 
four years later, the new 
microphone was in wide 
production and was being 
used in hearing aids, tape 
recorders, most telephones 
and baby monitors.

LAWN MOWER – JOHN 
A. BURR

On May 9, 1899, a 
black man, John Albert 
Burr patented an improved 
rotary blade lawn mower. 
Burr designed a lawn mow-
er with traction wheels and 

a rotary blade that was 
designed to not easily get 
plugged up from lawn clip-
pings. He also designed 
devices for mulching clip-
pings, sifting, and dispers-
ing them. 

LASERPHACO – 
PATRICIA BATH

Patricia Bath discov-
ered and invented a new 
device and technique for 
cataract surgery known as 
laserphaco. It was patented 
in 1988. The tool was used 
during eye surgery to cor-
rect cataracts, an eye con-
dition that clouds vision 
and can lead to blindness. 
Dr. Bath was the first wom-
an ophthalmologist to be 
appointed to the faculty of 
the University of California 
at Los Angeles School of 
Medicine Jules Stein Eye 
Institute.

DIGITAL CELL PHONE - 
JESSE RUSSELL

In 1988, the Bell Lab-
oratories team, headed by 
Russell, introduced digital 
cellular technology in the 
United States. This occurred 
15 years after the first mo-
bile phone call was made 
over an analog system and 
changed the wireless com-
munication industry into 
what it is today. Russell’s 
academic qualifications and 
excellence earned him the 
honor of being the first Af-
rican American to be hired 
directly from a Historically 
Black College and Univer-
sity (HBCU) by AT&T Bell 
Laboratories.

COMPLEX COMPUTER 
CODE - EMMIT 
MCHENRY

Internet’s commer-
cial potential wasn’t until 
Emmit McHenry created 
a complex code which al-
lowed any person the abili-
ty to search the internet and 
use email services without 
having to have studied 
and be knowledgeable in 
computer programming. 
McHenry did the work for 
us, officially creating what 
we now know as the .com, 
.net, .edu, and .gov – al-
lowing us to communicate 
through the internet. Proud – Fier, Shy– Timide, Happy – Content(e), Funny – Drôle, Sad – 

Triste, Angry Fâché(e) – Surprised – Surpris(e), Embarrassed – Embarrassé(e), 
Jealous - Jaloux(se), Sorry - Désolé(e), Joyful - Joyeux(se), Afraid - Effrayé(e)

450 chocolate bars (2)  7:50 a.m. (3)  4 hours 
and 30 minutes  (4) 11,800 TV sets (5) $6.80  (6) 
Tom: 22 , Bob: 27  (7) 6 minutes  (8) same time , 
12 minutes (9) 1 hour  (10) Jim: 5 years , Carla: 10 
years , Tommy: 16 years

(1) 11 & 16; 
(2) 5 & 16; 
(3) 17; 
(4) 100 & 120;

(NC) For many of us, the cold 
weather doesn’t mean staying home 
and watching the snow fall outside 
the window. Lots of us are planning 
seasonal activities, and one of the 
most popular ones is a winter road 
trip. 

A recent survey found that Ca-
nadians who plan to take a road trip 
this season are planning weekend 
getaways, visiting family during the 
holidays, going to a cottage or even 
just getting out of the house. Despite 
the cold, people are eager to hop in 
their cars for some much-needed 
time away from home.

To mitigate any cold weather 
driving challenges, the experts at OK 
Tire share an essential checklist be-
low:

DO A PRE-TRIP ROAD CHECK.
Make sure you cover the basics 

and the not-so-basics. Refill fluids 
such as antifreeze, brake fluid and 

wiper fluid and ensure your oil and 
gas are at the necessary levels. Test 
your heater and inspect your winter 
wiper blades for unusual sounds or 
streaks on the windshield. When in 
doubt, bring your vehicle to your lo-
cal OK Tire location for a checkup.

If you haven’t already, now’s the 
time to switch to winter tires, which 
are designed to offer traction on ice 
and snow. Don’t forget to check tire 
air pressure too.

PACK AN EMERGENCY KIT.
A roadside emergency can be 

less daunting with the right ne-
cessities. Pack essentials such as 
a first-aid kit, a fully charged por-
table phone charger, non-perishable 
snacks and water, paper roadmaps, 
a blanket, a shovel and a flashlight. 
Always have an extra jug of wind-
shield washer fluid handy and make 
sure your spare tire is accessible and 
ready to use.

PAY EXTRA ATTENTION.
While this might be a no-brainer, 

weather-related factors can put a stop 
to your road trip. For example, watch 
out for black ice. Black ice can form in 
many ways — even, under the right 
conditions, water vapour from rivers 
and streams can freeze into black ice 
on the roadway. That’s why it’s extra 
important to look ahead and antici-
pate these challenges and to adjust 
your driving speed and steering ac-
cordingly.
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Find micro joys: A fresh way to 
beat the winter blues

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P ( 1 6 )
M Y  W O R K  I S  A  L O V E 

L E T T E R . . .

University of Toronto majoring in Afri-
can Studies and learning about the dias-
pora. They are only looking for the best 
version of YOU.

NCNC: What are some of the 
childhood experiences that shaped 
who you are today and how would 
you describe your journey to the 
top?

A significant amount of time was 
spent with my family growing up in Ja-
maica where my beautiful mother hails 
from. 

First and foremost, I don't worry 
about being at the top. I only focus on 
fine tuning my craft consistently and 
working consistently in roles that hope-
fully affect people's lives for the greater 
and make God happy. God picks my 
roles to help me discover another part pf 
myself. Therefore, eliminating any com-
petitive edge. My work is a love letter 
to humanity and our Black community 
having representation on screen. What 
sparked this adventure started when 
I was a child in the countryside of Ja-
maica. We had the outdoors and I was 
one with nature. My imagination was 
built there, and I have fond memories 
of my environment that was filled with 
discipline, spirituality, pride, and an im-
mense amount of love. I act from that 
place.

 
NCNC: You have featured in 

quite a number of movies and TV 
shows. Which would you consider 
your best and why?

My next one. It just keeps getting 
better.

 
NCNC: Can you shed light on 

your character "Queenie" in the 
series – The Porter? Why did you 
agree to be part of this project and 
what impact do you think the proj-
ect will make?

My character “Queenie” is a renais-
sance woman in the 1920s and she is 

the head of her own gangster organiza-
tion. Everyone goes through her for any-
thing because she's the Boss and she's 
dangerous. However, as dangerous as 
she is, she helps the Black community 
in Chicago and helps Black immigrants 
stand firmly on their feet when they ar-
rive from other countries. Her communi-
ty reveres her because she gives them a 
chance when White America won't. She 
is a full multidimensional character and 
a force to be reckoned with. I don't think 
I've ever played a character so bold and 
calculated. I believe we all want to be a 
Queenie in the world. It means no fear.

NCNC: If you were not an ac-
tress, what else would you have 
become? Any regret being an ac-
tress?

I cannot actually think of anything 
else other than Plan A working. I've 
been like this my entire life even in the 
face of adversity. My family is Jamaican 
and Nigerian so you could imagine the 
pressure of not becoming a doctor, law-
yer, or engineer. God bless their hearts 
but I'm a storyteller and a great one. It 
would be a disservice if I didn't follow 
this career choice. It's more than a de-
sire. It's a calling. I stayed with it and 
studied it and fell in love with me fol-
lowing my dreams. This choice has led 
me to my purpose which is bringing 
love and joy to people. This choice has 
healed me from any trauma I may have 
endure on my journey through life. This 
choice has also provided insight and 
support for other entrepreneurial busi-
nesses I'm starting to create and build. 
I do not live with regrets. I only live by 
experiences. I'm happy and fulfilled. 
What more can you ask for?

The editorial board of The Nige-
rian Canadian Newspaper celebrates 
with Olunike Adeliyi for her giant 
strides in the movie industry especially 
for her recent role in the series, The Por-
ter. We commend her for her continued 
goodwill to humanity and also urge her 
to keep being a good ambassador of 
Blacks.

Porter 105 - Olunike Adeliyi as Queenie - photo credit S. Townley

In loving memory of my beloved friend who 
passed away 11 years ago. 

Forever loved, forever remembered.

Your Friend – Ngozi Ugoh

Catherine Houeto, Nee Ebu
February 25th, 1963 to February 22nd, 2011

In Memoriam

(NC) Holiday cel-
ebrations are over and 
the weather outside is 
frightful, which can 
only mean one thing: 
the winter blues are 
officially here. Fortu-
nately, you can kick 
those seasonal blahs to 
the curb with a simple 
practice — celebrating 
micro-moments of joy.

Micro joys are 
small, unplanned mo-
ments of happiness or 
appreciation that you 
ex perience through-
out the day. Finding 
and celebrating these 
small moments can 
ultimately make a big 
difference in how you 
feel.

SURROUND 
YOURSELF WITH 
THINGS YOU LOVE

When you fill 
your space with items 
that make you happy, 
it will be easier to find 
joy in the tiny things. 
Celebrity designer 
Amanda Aerin is a big 

fan of using delightful 
décor to create a sanc-
tuary at home. “Creat-
ing a space filled with 
beauty and meaning-
ful treasures is a great 
way to lift your spir-
its.”

BE PRESENT
Living in the mo-

ment and taking time 
to appreciate small 
wins can help improve 
your mood and your 
mindset.

REFRESH YOUR 
HOME

Being grateful for 

your surroundings 
is a lot easier when 
your home is warm 
and cozy, so use a few 
tricks to brighten your 
mood if need be.

“For me, scent re-
ally helps boost my 
mood, so I use Febreze 
Unstopables Touch 
fabric spray every-
where from the pillow 
cushions to the carpet. 
It delivers a burst of 
freshness every time 
you touch it, and a 
whiff of that scent is 
the perfect pick-me-
up,” says Aerin. Learn 
more at febreze.com.
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NEW WORLD FOOD MARKET
164 Oakdale Rd.  Toronto

FOR ALL YOUR WHOLESALE AFRICAN FOODS.
We Carry All African Major Brands.

Wholesale Only.

Cash & Carry.

Best Prices In Town.

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

By Appointment ONLY PLEASE.

416-836-2652

Lots of  Parking

351 Nash Rd N, 

Unit 7, Hamilton, 

ON L8H 7P4  

905.393.2475

We sell African & Caribbean food items
lBread lGarri lPalm oil lChicken lSmoked Fish 
lPounded Yam lSpices lBeans lEgusi lOgbona  

lPepper lCustard llndomie lPlantain lGoat lBeef  
lGoat head lCow foot lTurkey, etc.

Butcher Services also available.

AFRI CAN ,  CARI B B EAN  
AN D  TRO P I CAL  FO ODS 

STO RE  &  SERVICES

Contact: 416.318.3506
Email: publisher@nigeriancanadiannews.ca 

THIS SPACE IS 
AVAILABLE FOR 
YOUR BRAND

New Location
IN YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD

ENNY AFRO SUPERMART

WE CARRY:
Yam, Plantain, Beans, Rice, Semolina, Pounded 
Yam, Gari, Elubo, Palm-oil, Nido, Peak Milk, 
Vegetable Oil etc.

Meat, Fish (Frozen & Dry Fish), Chicken, 
Turkey, Cow-foot, Gizzard, Ponmo, Stock 
Fish, Stripe, Spices etc.

3905 Keele St, UNIT 2, 
M3J 1N6, North York, ON

Delivery
Available

SHOP ONLINE AT: www.ennyafricanfoods.com
We offer delivery services within GTA region
7 DAYS RETURN - Sealed goods with original receipt
SECURE PAYMENT - 100% secure payment

WHOLESALE & RETAIL

647-562-7379

Fruits and Vegetables - Ugwu, Bitter Leaf, 
Ewedu, Okazi, Tomatoes, Pepper, Okro, 
Onions, BEAUTY SUPPLIES and more.
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