
By Bunmi Akintilo 

Apostle Ausbeth Ajagu 
recently achieved an unprec-
edented feat in Canada when 
his Pentium Ministries, Canada, 
commenced a One Billion Souls 
For Jesus Project.

The event was a Holy Spirit 

communion service which was 
graced with prayers from many 
anointed men and women from 
different countries who prayed 
and dedicated the project to 
God. The clergymen came from 
Nigeria, Canada, South Africa, 
Belgium, India, USA, Jamaica, 
Israel and other countries.

During the official launch 
of the project, Apostle Ajagu, 
Chief Servant of Pentium Min-
istries Worldwide, delivered 
a highly inspirational ser-
mon titled ‘THE GREAT COM-
MISSION’. In the sermon, he 
made reference to Mark.16:15, 
which urges all and sundry to 
go into every part of the world 

and preach the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.

Ajagu and every pastor in 
attendance prayed fervently for 
the salvation of souls across the 
countries of the world, particu-
larly the youth.

He then called for partner-

ship and support of all well-to-
do individuals in various coun-
tries towards the realisation of 
the project.

Pentium Ministries is a 
non-denominational worship 
centre that preaches end-time 
gospel undiluted with affiliates 
in every nation of the world.

TOP CANADIAN BANK NAMES NIGERIAN WOMAN, 
LAWAL AS NEW CHIEF LEGAL OFFICER

1 BILLION SOULS FOR JESUS PROJECT LAUNCHED

By NCNC Staff

Kikelomo “Kike” Lawal has 
joined the growing list of Nigeri-
ans breaking grounds overseas 
as the Canadian Imperial Bank 
of Commerce has recruited her 
to be its Chief Legal Officer.

The Nigerian Canadian 
News gathered that Lawal will 
resume duty October 12 at the 
Toronto-based banking and fi-
nancial services giant. She spent 
nearly the past 13 years at the 
Canadian Interbank network In-
terac Corp., where she held a va-
riety of in-house roles, including 
serving since 2015 as its legal 
chief, corporate secretary, and 

ombudsman.   

In a statement made avail-
able to newsmen, CIBC presi-
dent and CEO, Victor Dogig said 
“Kike is a proven leader and she 
will play a key role as we con-
tinue to build a relation-oriented 
bank for a modern world”.

It would be recalled that 
recently, Dogig led a push by 
Canada’s fifth largest lender to 
fill at least 3.5% of its senior 
executive and board positions 
in Canada with Black leaders by 
2025.

In a statement announc-
ing Lawal’s appointment, CIBC 

noted that she speaks “regularly 
on the importance of inclusion 
and cross multiple dimensions, 
including gender, race/ethnicity, 
and life experience”.

The Nigerian born woman, 
a Harvard Law School graduate 
will report directly to Dogig once 
she resumes duty.

According to a recent 
analysis by Bloomberg News, 
while more than half of Toron-
to’s population is foreign-born, 
only a small percentage of top 
executive and board positions 
at Canada’s largest banks reflect 
the diversity of the country’s fi-
nancial capital.Kikelomo Lawal
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10-YEAR-OLD NIGERIAN 
GENIUS APPOINTED BY 
UK SCHOOL AS CODING 

INSTRUCTOR
By Stanley Ugagbe

A 10-year-old Nigerian tech 
genius, Emmanuella Mayaki has 
added to the growing list of Ni-
gerians making reverberating 
impact across the globe. She has 
proven that even at a tender age; 
one can attain great heights if one 
is determined to do so.
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By N.Ugoh

P
olice have con-
firmed that the new 
driving laws of  Canada 
will formally take effect 

in all provinces on January 1, 2021.
Under the new law, drivers con-

victed of  distracted driving will 
be dealt with by issuing him or her a 
licence suspension, a huge fine and 
demerit points. The punishment’s 
severity increases with the number 
of  additional offences committed:

First offence: 14 days 

By N.Ugoh

In a bid to recognize the immense 
contribution and selfless sacrifice 
that health-care workers in Canada 
have made in during the pandemic, 
the Minister of  Immigration, Ref-
ugees and Citizenship, Honour-
able Marco E. L. Mendicino, has 
announced that on December 14, 
2020, Immigration, Refugees and 
Citizenship Canada (IRCC) will 
start accepting permanent resi-
dence applications from refugee 
claimants who work in Canada’s 
health-care sector and offer direct 
care to patients.

On August 14, 2020, Minister 
Mendicino disclosed the intention 
of  the Government to effect this 
special measure, as such, two tem-
porary public policies have since 
been for ulated—one for refugees 
living in Canada outside Quebec 
while the other policy is for refugee 
claimants that reside in Quebec.

Under the Canada-Quebec 
Accord, Quebec is solely respon-
sible for selecting economic im-
migrants and resettled refugees 
destined to Quebec.

Consequent to the eligibility 
criteria announced in August 
and in recognition of  the fact that 
there may be refugee claimants 
who got infected with COVID-19 

IRCC REVEALS OPENING DATE OF SPECIAL 
MEASURES FOR REFUGEE CLAIMANTS WORKING 
IN HEALTH CARE DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC

NEW DISTRACTED DRIVING 
LAWS OF CANADA WILL TAKE 
EFFECT FROM JAN. 1, 2021

suspension and $8,000 fine 
Third and subsequent offenc-
es: two months suspension, $10,000 
fine, and six demerit points

Police won’t be able to seize 
driver’s licences at the roadside, 
as such, they would have to get the 
ruling of  a judge before they can 
suspend any driver’s licences.

While talking about the new law, 
Const. Clint Stibbe said: “It will not 
be a roadside suspension by a police 
officer, it will be conviction at court 
for an offence of  distracted driving. 
Once you’re convicted, whether it is 
through a guilty plea or trial, you 

will lose your licence for seven days, 
30 days, or two months.”

It should be noted that distract-
ed driving is now beyond texting 
and making phone calls, as such, 
the Canadian Government has re-
leased a list of  activities that count 
as distracted driving. Part of  the ac-
tivities ranges from anything from 
holding an electronic device with 
one’s hand to eating while driving.

The government has made it 
clear that distracted driving is 
anything that makes a driver lose 
focus on the road but some drivers 
can put up an argument that the 

definition is subjective.
Also, the government an-

nounced that it would no longer let 
drivers off  with a warning if  they 
are guilty of  distracted driving. By 
implication, guilty offenders will 
automatically be fined.

Sgt. David Rektor said: “The 
time for warnings is certainly 
gone. Warnings served a purpose 
at the initial stages when people 
were transitioning to this law, but 
this law has been in effect for a 
number of  years now. There’s no 
reason why somebody needs to be 
distracted.”
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and subsequently died, spous-
es and common-law partners 
of  these individuals who are in 
Canada and arrived in the coun-
try before August 14, 2020, maybe 
granted permanent residence un-
der this public policy.

Furthermore, applicants’ in-
ternship experience (both paid 
and unpaid) will be considered, 
if  it is a major part of  a post-sec-
ondary study program or voca-
tional training program in any of  
the designated occupations. Also, 
an internship done as part of  a 
professional order requirement 
in any of  the designated occupa-
tions will be considered.

suspension and $4,000 fine 
Second offence: 30 days 
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Merry Christmas
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See page 26
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Appraising Year 2020 
While the ob-

jurgate eruptions of 
the year 2020 will 
continue to be a co-
nundrum to many, 
the corresponding 
adverse effects will 
perhaps be an eye 
opener not just to 
government and 
corporate bodies but 
individuals.

The world-wide 
lockdowns which 
had unscrupulous 
toll on human lives 
is a clear indication 
that man is at the 
mercy of his creator 
and nature. That 
the pandemic has 
claimed over 1.7m 
people across the 
globe should exude 
some iconic lessons 
to mankind.

As a paper that 

is family, commu-
nity and corporate 
oriented, we have 
always emphasized 
that irrespective of 
tribe or background, 
there is only one 
race – the human 
race. Hence, there 
is need to set aside 
every form of segre-
gation so as to fully 
maximum our indi-
vidual potentials for 
the common goal of 
the society. 

One bitter les-
son to learn from 
the pandemic is that 
whether young or 
old, rich or poor, 
black or white, 
Muslim or Christian, 
educated or illiter-
ate, didn’t matter. It 
outrightly humbled 
the human race – 
making us to real-

ize the importance 
of living together as 
ONE people other 
than segregating.  

That the pan-
demic exposed the 
vulnerability of 
mankind, making 
everyone a bugaboo 
to another is a con-
spicuous indication 
that life is truly not 
as many see it.

While we ap-
plaud the Canadian-
Nigerian Govern-
ments for the efforts 
exerted to curtail 
the spread of the 
virus, we wish to 
note without fear 
or favour that the 
loopholes unraveled 
by the Virus should 
serve as a deterrent 
to the government, 
particularly the Ni-
gerian government 
that it’s imperative 
to fix the nation. 
The deteriorating 
state of the Nigerian 
health system as 
exposed by the in-
salubrious events of 
the virus is a strong 
call for the govern-
ment of the day to 
make conscious and 
concerted efforts to 
fix the system.

Also, the event 
of the #EndSARS 
which rocked the 
nation and rever-

berated across the 
globe is another 
eye opener for the 
Buhari-led govern-
ment to hearken to 
our continuous calls 
to make Nigeria 
great again! 

Without minc-
ing words, Nigeria is 
long overdue for re-
structuring and it’s 
imperative that the 
President listen to 
the agitations of the 
masses and imple-
ment policies that 
will save the nation 
from the brink.

Whether at the 
local, state or federal 
government, we are 
calling on all gov-
ernment frontiers 
to absorb the iconic 
lessons of the year 
2020 and begin to 
rewrite the story of 
the African giant. 
We strongly believe 
that if the poten-
tials of the country 
are well harnessed, 
Nigeria has the ca-
pacity to be among 
the best economies 
across the globe.

We wish to 
warn without prej-
udice that failure 
to learn from the 
events of this di-
dactic year may 
cost the nation its 
UNITY. It’s impera-

tive to note that the 
average Nigerian is 
tired of the govern-
ment’s inability to 
tackle the basic is-
sues confronting 
the nation – inse-
curity, unemploy-
ment, hardship but 
to mention a few.   

We also we 
wish to remind the 
general public that 
the fight against 
the corona monster 
is yet to be over 
so everyone must 
continue to partner 
the government on 
this ferocious war. 
While we acknowl-
edge that people 
want to enjoy the 
festive holiday, we 
urge everyone to do 
so within the orbit 
of the principles 
reeled out by the 
World Health Or-
ganization. We are 
confident that soon 
the monster will be 
defeated and total 
normalcy will be 
returned.

Going forward, 
we urge everyone 
to clothe them-
selves with the 
garment of human-
ity and walk/work 
as ONE people. We 
wish you a Merry 
Christmas and a 
Prosperous New 
Year.
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Emergency flu recovery tips 
everyone needs

UN removes Cannabis from 
dangerous drugs list

Most commonly 
overlooked winter car 
maintenance tips

HEALTH AND WELLNESS AUTO

Nigerian Canadian News

Sickle Cell Awareness
Supports

Know your Sickle Cell Status.
Get tested today

(NC) Flu season 
is upon us, and for the 
one billion influenza 
cases that happen 
each year, the road 
to recovery can be a 
tough one. While most 
cases last seven to 10 
days, the flu can last 
up to two full weeks. 

Jacklyn Ville-
neuve, registered di-
etitian, and Jennifer 
Kutten, pharmacist at 

Loblaws share their 
tips for recovering 
from the flu.

STAY HOME 
AND STAY WELL 
RESTED

The flu takes a 
lot out of us and get-
ting plenty of rest will 
help with recovery. “If 
you are feeling any 
symptoms, it’s very 
important that you 

stay home,” explains 
Kutten. “Staying home 
and resting have the 
added benefit of curb-
ing the spread of ill-
ness.”

DRINK PLENTY OF 
FLUIDS

Fluids fuel your 
immune system by 
helping move impor-
tant proteins around 
your body. We’re also 
losing a lot of them in 
the form of mucous or 
sweat when we have 
the flu. “While there 
are no hard and fast 
rules, do your best to 
get plenty of liquids, 
whether they come in 
the form of tea, soup 
or plain old water,” 
recommends Ville-
neuve.

CANCEL YOUR 
CAFFEINE 
AND ALCOHOL 
CONSUMPTION

Caffeine and alco-
hol are diuretics that 
may work against 
your efforts to stay 

hydrated. “Skipping 
that glass of beer or 
wine with dinner may 
help you stay better 
hydrated,” advises 
Kutten.

CONSUME FOODS 
WITH THE RIGHT 
VITAMINS AND 
MINERALS

It takes a lot of 
work for our bodies to 
fight the flu, so getting 
the vitamins and min-
erals we need is impor-
tant both to strengthen 
our immune systems 
and recover from ill-
nesses. “Vitamin C, 
zinc and vitamin A 
contribute to a good 
immune system and 
overall health, so foods 
that contain them are 
a good place to start,” 
suggests Villeneuve.

Avoid the flu alto-
gether

The flu shot is 
still your best way to 
avoid the illness, so 
stop in at your closest 
Loblaws and get vac-
cinated today.

By Marcel Chukwuka 

In a development 
that is said to open the 
door for more research 
into the medicinal and 
therapeutic aspects of 
the plant, the United 
Nations Commission 
on Narcotic Drugs 
(CND) has voted to 
remove cannabis from 
its classification as a 
dangerous drug.

According to re-
ports, the CND’s 53 
Member States voted 
to remove cannabis 
from Schedule IV of 
the 1961 Single Con-
vention on Narcotic 
Drugs where it was 
listed alongside dead-
ly, addictive opioids, 
including heroin. 

The historic deci-
sion was made after 
the CND reviewed a 
series of World Health 
Organisation (WHO) 
recommendations on 
marijuana and its de-
rivatives.

It was disclosed 
that the vote saw 27 
in favour, 25 against, 
and one abstention.

It should be not-
ed that in the Carib-
bean, there have been 
moves by many Gov-
ernments in St Vincent 
and the Grenadines 
and the Cayman Is-
lands, for example, to 
legalise cannabis for 
medicinal purposes.

Other nations 
such as Jamaica, Be-
lize, Trinidad and To-
bago, Antigua and 

Barbuda, and, most 
recently, Barbados, 
have decriminalised 
the drug under certain 
quantities, and placed 
restrictions on where it 
can be consumed.

Reacting to the 
development, founder 
of the Cannabis Busi-
ness Conference and 
Expo (CANeX), Doug-
las Gordon who wel-
comed the move, said 
"While long overdue, 
it is a welcomed and 
important step in the 
ongoing push towards 
normalisation of the 
industry. 

“The UN vote 
will immediately fa-
cilitate more scientific 
and medical research 
in laboratories around 
the world. It will 

also help progressive 
thinking government 
leadership around the 
world to act and move 
forward in advancing 
needed legislation and 
regulations. I am op-
timistic that this will 
have a positive impact 
on the evolution of the 
industry throughout 
the Caribbean".

(NC) As the colder 
weather rolls around, it’s 
important to stay on top 
of your car maintenance 
to protect your vehicle and 
ensure it runs smoothly all 
season long. Here Jodi Lai, 
editor-in-chief at autotrad-
er.ca shares her checklist 
of top winter car care tips 
that can’t be overlooked.

PERFORMANCE
It’s absolutely nec-

essary to invest in winter 
tires, even if your vehicle 
has all-wheel drive. De-
signed with more aggres-
sive tread patterns and 
softer, more pliable com-
pound, winter tires pro-
vide improved traction on 
cold and slippery surfaces. 
Make sure to check the 
wear of your winter tires, 
if there’s not enough tread 
left, they won’t be able 
to do their job effectively. 
They should also be well 
pressurized and inflated. 
Rapid temperature fluc-
tuations can dramatically 
impact your tire pres-
sure and driving with low 
pressure can negatively 
impact your mileage and 
tires’ ability to grip ice and 
snow. Conduct a battery 
test to measure capacity 
and get it replaced if it isn’t 
up to the mark. Resist the 
urge to skimp on a regular 
vehicle inspection, which 
is integral to getting your 
suspension, brakes and 
overall car health checked.

VISIBILITY
Visibility can be a 

major issue during the 
snowy season, so do ev-
erything you can to avoid 
adding to the problem. 
Treat the outside of all your 
windows with a water-
repelling solution, which 
helps ensure better vis-
ibility during wet weather. 
Clean your headlights and 
taillights and replace bulbs 
for maximum light assis-
tance, and consider fitting 
winter wiper blades. Wiper 
blades should typically 
be replaced at least twice 
a year for maximum effi-
ciency.

FLUIDS
Check antifreeze and 

inspect the thermostat and 
radiator cap. Check that all 
necessary vehicle fluids are 
topped up and try replac-
ing engine coolants every 
two years. Make sure you 
examine the oil levels and 
consider switching to syn-
thetic oil to enhance flow 
even in low temperatures. 
Check your owner manual 
to confirm that you are us-
ing the right oil for optimal 
engine performance.

SAFETY
Prepare an emer-

gency road kit in an event 
of breakdown. Include 
essentials like a shovel, 
booster cables, blanket, 
warm clothing, gloves and 
flashlight, among other 
necessities. If you reuse 
the same kit every year, 
remember to check that 
the items are still func-
tional.
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PRESS RELEASE

Alberta to phase out expiry stickers 
on license plates

Activists, Celebs, Others Write Buhari, 
Make Four-Point Demand

Ontario NDP introduces fund dedicated to 
electing Black, Indigenous and racialized 
candidates in 2022
BIPOC Victory Fund anchors a broader push to nominate and 
elect diverse candidates

By N.Ugoh

Alberta has an-
nounced that it would be 
getting rid of the sticker 
program from January 1, 
2021. Stickers which mark 
the month and year of reg-
istration and stickers for 
fleet vehicles and perma-
nent trailers will no longer 
be issued. Stickers however 
will still be needed for farm 
vehicles and prorated com-
mercial vehicles taking part 
in the International Regis-
tration Plan.

Alberta will be up-
grading to high-definition 
reflective licence plates that 
are expected to be ready 
by Fall of 2021 when the 
current painted plates are 
exhausted. The reflective 
plates will be issued then 
on a go-forward basis.

While talking about 
this development, the Gov-
ernment said this move 
would serve as a cost-sav-
ing measure in the sense 
that it currently costs $1.2 
million per year to print, 
ship and warehouse expiry 

stickers for the 5.5 million 
vehicles across Alberta.

Minister of Service, 
Nate Glubish said: “Al-
berta’s government has 
been looking for ways to 
improve and modernize the 
delivery of registry services 
for Albertans. By moving 
to reflective licence plates, 
expiry stickers become re-
dundant and outdated. This 
common-sense change cuts 
red tape aligns Alberta with 
other Canadian provinces 
and saves taxpayers mon-
ey.”

Alberta drivers will 
still have to ensure year to 
year validity of their regis-
tration, get it renewed on 
time and possess a current 
certificate of vehicle regis-
tration.

Also, people can sign 
up for a reminder via a 
registry agent, the Alberta 
Motor Association, or My-
Alberta eServices. Further-
more, one-year online ve-
hicle registration renewals 
will be available for pas-
senger vehicles and motor-
cycles.

Mississauga 
postpones facemask 
bylaw till next 
summer

By N.Ugoh

Mississauga City 
Council has approved Peel’s 
top doctor’s request to ex-
tend the city’s short-term 
mask bylaw—which was 
scheduled to expire on Jan. 
20, 2021 till June 30, 2021. 

In a letter written to 
Mississauga Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie, Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown and Cale-
don Mayor Allan Thomp-
son, Peel Medical Officer of 
Health Dr. Lawrence Loh, 
disclosed he believed it was 
a necessary step to curb the 
spread of COVID-19. 

In the letter, Loh 
wrote: “Due to the contin-
ued presence of the virus 
in our community and the 
high number of cases in 
Peel, my public health ad-
vice is that local municipal 
by-laws mandating the 
use of face coverings con-
tinue in force until June 30, 
2021,” Loh wrote in the 
letter to Peel Region may-
ors. 

“We continue to 
closely monitor the virus 
in our community and will 
provide regular updates to 
municipalities to help in-
form Council decisions re-
garding the continuation 
and/or repeal of these tem-
porary by-laws.”

Loh believes that 
apart from social distanc-
ing, wearing facemasks is 
an effective way of halting 
the spread of the virus.

Loh wrote: “Non-
medical masks/face cover-
ings that cover the mouth, 
nose, and chin without 

gapping remain an effec-
tive public health measure 
in controlling COVID-19 at 
its source by preventing the 
spread of respiratory drop-
lets that may contain CO-
VID19 from the wearer to 
others.

“This is especially im-
portant in situations where 
physical distancing is dif-
ficult.”

The Council approved 
the extension without de-
bating it and has been 
regularly extending COVID-
19-related bylaws fairly 
regularly over the course of 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

The Council first im-
plemented its COVID-19 
Mandatory Face Covering 
Bylaw, which requires ev-
ery individual (with some 
exceptions) to put on a 
mask or face-covering at 
public places like retail 
stores, indoor sports and 
recreational facilities, apart-
ments and condominiums 
on July 8, 2020. 

Under Mississauga’s 
face-covering bylaw, busi-
nesses must maintain face-
covering policies and post 
signage related to these 
policies.

Fines for contraven-
ing the city’s face-covering 
bylaw range between $150 
and $300 and seem to be 
slammed on small busi-
nesses that are first-time 
offenders. According to 
the city, tickets issued for 
violations of the province’s 
masking laws attracts a 
higher fine of $750 and are 
“more appropriate for re-
peat offenders.” 

By Stanley Ugagbe

President Muhamadu 
Buhari has been urged to 
hold police officers accused 
of shooting #EndSARS 
demonstrators account-
able.

In a letter dated De-
cember 10, 2020, a co-
alition of activists, politi-
cians, celebrities expressed 
outrage at the loss of lives 
and destruction of proper-
ties during the protests and 
made suggestions to move 
the country forward.

The group highlighted 
the administration’s ‘un-
warranted force against its 
own unarmed citizens’ and 
calling for the end of SARS.

In part, the letter 
reads, “As people who 
have supported the Black 
Lives Matter movement 

in the United States and 
throughout the diaspora, 
we cannot be silent when 
similar atrocities take place 
in African countries. We 
demand respect for the Ni-
gerian people, especially as 
they engage in their con-
stitutional right to protest 
grave injustices. As presi-
dent of the world’s most 
populous Black republic, 
you assume a leadership 
role on the global stage. 
Nigeria matters”.

The group made a 
four-point demand the 
government should take to 
foster calm as it engaged all 
stakeholders on the path to 
lasting peace.

It called for the release 
of all protesters, activists 
and journalists. “This must 
include the reinstatement 
of their passports, bank ac-
counts, and all confiscated 

government IDs,” it said.
The coalition also 

proposed the “arrest and 
prosecution of those in-
volved in the alleged kill-
ing of unarmed protesters 
at the Lekki toll gate in La-
gos on Oct. 20, and around 
Nigeria throughout the pro-
tests.”

It also demanded the 
“government to permit a 
transparent investigation 
by independent human 
rights monitors into the ac-
tion that led to the killings 
at Lekki Toll Gate, and pub-
lish all findings in nation-
ally and internationally ac-
credited media broadcasts.”

The coalition urged 
the government to “lift ban 
on peaceful demonstra-
tions all throughout Nigeria 
to allow Nigerians exercise 
their constitutional right to 
protest.”

The letter concludes 
with, “Nigerians deserve 
better. Africa deserves bet-
ter. The world deserves 
better. We remain united in 
our calls for justice until all 
Black lives matter through-
out the world.”

Signatories to the let-
ter included actors Danny 
Glover and Kerry Wash-
ington, singer Alicia Keys, 
civil rights campaigner 
Angela Davis, US con-
gresswoman Ilhan Omar, 
Nigerian-American rapper 
Jidenna and Bernice King, 
the daughter of Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.

It would be recalled 
that in October Nigerian 
youths held the #EndSARS 
protest in major cities, de-
manding the dissolution of 
the Special Anti-Robbery 
Squad (SARS) of the police 
and end to police brutality.

QUEEN’S PARK — 
In preparation for the 
2022 provincial elec-
tion, the Ontario NDP has 
launched its BIPOC Vic-
tory Fund – a fund dedi-
cated specifically to sup-
porting candidates that 
are Black, Indigenous 
and people of colour.

 
“The BIPOC Victory 

Fund is a critical part 
of our broader effort to 
nominate, empower and 

elect candidates that re-
flect the incredibly di-
versity of communities 
across Ontario,” said 
Official Opposition NDP 
Leader Andrea Horwath.

 
“We are excited to 

keep building on decades 
of work that in 2018 
culminated in helping 
New Democrats elect the 
strongest, most diverse 
Official Opposition On-
tario has ever seen. That 

means doing everything 
from helping folks en-
courage leaders in their 

communities to run, 
to assisting candidates 
throughout the process, 
and ensuring BIPOC can-
didates have the support 
and resources not just 
to be nominated, but to 
win.”

 
The BIPOC Victory 

Fund will harness the 
Ontario NDP’s network 
of thousands of grass-
roots supporters and new 
donors in communities 

across Ontario, to em-
power the next genera-
tion in a long legacy of 
trailblazers, from Za-
nana Akande (the first 
Black woman elected to 
Queen’s Park, and the 
first Black woman cabi-
net minister in Canada) 
to Jagmeet Singh, Sol 
Mamakwa, Guy Bour-
gouin, Suze Morrison, 
Doly Begum, Bhutila 
Karpoche, Jill Andrew, 
Laura Mae Lindo, Gur-
ratan Singh, Faisal Has-
san, Kevin Yarde and so 
many others.

 “As New Demo-
crats, we know nomi-
nating a diverse slate is 
important, but it is not 
enough to spark real 
change,” added Horwath.

 
“This is part of our 

plan to ensure strong 
BIPOC leaders rooted in 
community sit in the leg-
islature and at the cabi-
net table, so that when 
we form government in 
2022, Black, Indigenous 
and racialized perspec-
tives inform every piece 
of legislation we pass.”
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OPINION

By Stan Chu Ilo

Nigerians and the rest 
of the world woke up on Sun-
day morning to the sad news 
of yet another gruesome mas-
sacre of fellow Nigerians by 
suspected Islamic terrorists. 
According to the United Na-
tions, in the early afternoon 
on 28 November, local time, 
suspected militants attacked 
civilian men and women 
while they were harvesting 
crops in Koshobe village and 
other rural communities in 
Jere Local Government Area, 
near Maiduguri, Bornu State.

These 43 brothers and 
sisters of ours were all be-
headed. The UN originally 
reported that 110 people were 
killed in this barbaric attack, 
but later the UN retracted its 
report and simply indicated 
that many people have been 
killed, some others including 
women have been abducted, 
and many others are unac-
counted for.

No one knows exactly 
the number of people killed, 
human life in Nigeria has 
become so devalued, and so 
expandable that we are never 
sure of the number of people 
killed in these all too famil-
iar killings. Many of us will 
remember that after the kill-
ing of young Nigerian youth 
in Lekki by operatives of the 
state, no one was sure im-
mediately after that terrible 
crime about the exact number 
of young people killed or in-
jured.   

Edward Kallon, the 
UN Resident and Humani-
tarian Coordinator in Nigeria 
described this recent incident 
of yet another mass killing in 
Nigeria as “the most violent 
direct attack against innocent 
civilians this year”; while 
in a statement issued by his 
spokesperson, UN Secretary-
General António Guterres 
called for “the immediate and 
safe return of the abductees 
and those still reported miss-
ing.” 

We may never know 
the number of people killed 
on that farm; nor will we ever 
find our missing brothers and 
sisters, just as we didn’t know 
the number of Chibok girls 
kidnapped, and how many of 
them are still missing. This is 
because we have an irrespon-
sible, and insensitive federal 
government, and we live in 
a nation that has accepted 
violence, gruesome mass 
killings, and crimes against 
humanity being committed 
in the land with impunity 
without anyone or group be-
ing held to account. Already 
it is business as usual in Ni-
geria, a day after such a hei-
nous crime was committed in 
the land. It was not the main 
news of the day in Nigeria. 
Life goes on…

What we have heard 
from President Buhari is his 
usual empty condemnation 
after yet another horrible 
mass killings and dismember-
ment of Nigerians by Islamic 
terrorists. My questions to 
President Buhari are: How 
can outrage, and prayer for 
the souls of the departed be 
a targeted and strategic re-
sponse to this crime against 
humanity? What are your 
plans to bring the perpetrators 
of this crime to book? What is 
the plan of the federal govern-
ment to take care of the many 
families whose breadwinners 
and families have been lost 
in this tragic and inexcusable 
manner? Why should Nigeria 
accept the semi-permanence 
of 830,000 Nigerians living 
as refugees according to the 
United Nations Office for Co-
ordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (UNOCHA).

As the Commander in 
Chief of the Nigerian Armed 
Forces, who quickly deployed 
the military on the streets of 
Nigerian cities to suppress the 
peaceful protests of angry and 
hungry Nigerian youth, why 
can’t our president turn this 
constant expression of out-
rage or surprise in the face of 
crimes against humanity be-
ing committed in Nigeria on a 
regular basis by these terror-
ists, into a plan and strategy 
for an effective fight against 
terrorism, particularly in 
North-Eastern Nigeria?

The President must ad-
mit that he has failed in his 
primary duty to the coun-
try—protecting the lives 
and properties of Nigerians. 
What happened on the rice 
fields of Zabarmari is a crime 
against humanity. It is not 
only barbaric, inhuman, and 
un-Islamic; but it also shows 
that there are people in this 
geographical space called 
Nigeria whose animalistic in-
stincts, hatred for humanity, 
and basic impulses will never 
be contained through empty 
threats by our President or the 
Governor of Borno State.

The expression of out-
rage by President Buhari is 
not a military strategy for 
counter-insurgency nor is a 
presidential prayer for the 
souls of the dead an effective 
surveillance and anti-terrorist 
tracking response that should 
be measured and directed at 
these terror cells. The pres-
ent security apparatus and 
counter-terrorism efforts of 
the nation have also failed our 
people in Zabarmari and in 
the entire North-Eastern Ni-
geria, just as they have failed 
in Southern Kaduna, Katsina, 
Benue, and in the asymmetri-
cal terrorist acts being com-
mitted by Fulani ‘herdsmen’ 
in other parts of Nigeria out-
side the North.

The federal government 

must dismantle this pres-
ent corrupt, ineffective, and 
highly compromised security 
apparatus in Nigeria. Interest-
ingly, Buhari has populated 
the leadership of the entire 
Nigerian security services 
with his Muslim kith and kin, 
which sadly has failed in 
protecting even their own 
Muslim brothers and sisters 
against terrorists. It might 
not be out of place to also 
wonder if the Nigerian secu-
rity apparatus has become 
compromised and working in 
cahoots with these terrorists.  
If the U.S special forces could 
effectively carry out a covet 
assault to successfully rescue 
an American hostage, held 
by these husks of humanity, 
who abuse the name of Islam 
by associating it with these 
heinous crimes and unspeak-
able evils, why can’t the Ni-
gerian state do the same?

 There are two painful 
conclusions that I address to 
my fellow Nigerian citizens 
and those who are interested 
in the future of this dying and 
troubled nation.

The first is that this 
massacre of vulnerable and 
struggling farmers in the rice 
farm of Zabarmari should 
wake us up from slumber on 
this normalization of violence 
in Nigeria. The basic archi-
tecture of the Nigerian state 
today can only be understood 
today as designed and sus-
tained through violence—
both structural violence and 
physical violence as well as 
excess violence by the state, 
and violent barbarism by 
non-state actors. This basic 
architecture of violence dishes 
out small deaths, occasional 
massacres, and mass killings 
like the one that happened 
over the weekend. This archi-
tecture of violence churns out 
the semi-permanent death-
dealing policies through our 
officeholders, political sys-
tems, structures, and insti-
tutions of state designed to 
benefit the very few, while 
the rest are left to starve to 
death and to rummage in gar-
bage dumps or condemned to 
a life of poverty, low quality 
of life, inexcusable suffering, 
mendicancy, and deaths from 
preventable and treatable ail-
ments.

On the other side of 
the coin is the non-state ac-
tors like the Islamic terrorist 
groups, Boko Haram and the 
Islamic State of West Africa 
(ISWAP), that operate freely 
across the North-East and 
beyond, and whose fighters 
roam freely across the porous 
borders of the neighboring 
countries in West and Central 
Africa like Chad, Mali, Niger, 
Cameroun, and Burkina Faso. 
These groups have been 
growing in number and their 
attacks have grown more 

brutal and barbaric under 
the present Buhari regime for 
reasons which defy all logic. 
The main reason Nigerians 
supported Buhari en masse in 
2015 was because he prom-
ised to bring back the Chibok 
girls, defeat radical Islamic 
terrorism in Nigeria, restore 
public safety; and law and 
order in Nigeria while fighting 
corruption. 

On all scores, President 
Buhari has failed the nation. 
His government has been 
a disaster in many ways as 
Nigerians drown in depriva-
tion and desperation under 
the crushing weight of the 
triple Nigerian national pan-
demics of Covid-19, poverty 
and radical Islamic terrorist 
cells which like cancer have 
metastasized to every part of 
the country. The frequency 
of these callous attacks on 
innocent Nigerians, their in-
creasing barbarism and their 
soft targets who are usually 
the poorest and most vulner-
able everyday Nigerians is 
occurring under President 
Buhari, who is an Army gen-
eral. The number of Internally 
Displaced Persons in Nigeria 
has more than doubled under 
this administration as many 
people are fleeing from their 
homes and living in refugee 
camps, not only in the North 
East, but also in Kaduna, 
Kano, Benue, and Katsina 
among other places.

If the federal govern-
ment has any anti-terrorism 
or anti-insurgency plan it 
is simply not working. The 
massacre in Zabarmari is a 
grim reminder that most of 
our farmers in Nigeria are no 
longer safe in their farms. In 
my home state of Enugu, and 
my town of Achi, there are 
reported cases of people be-
ing killed in their farms, and 
in their ancestral homes by 
so-called ‘herdsmen.’  If the 
government cannot guaran-

tee people’s safety even in 
the sacred space of their own 
ancestral land, and in their 
farms, and in their villages 
why should such a govern-
ment continue to exist? 

The final point here is 
the need for us to reject this 
normalization of violence and 
deaths in Nigeria. It seems 
that Nigerians and our gov-
ernments have embraced 
violence as our normal way 
of life in the country. I am 
personally surprised that Ni-
gerians have not shown any 
outrage following this hei-
nous crime against humanity 
committed against these hap-
less farmers in the Zabarmari 
farm of Bornu State.

We can no longer be 
silent as a people when lives 
are being wasted this way 
in Nigeria. We cannot be si-
lent when our young people 
have become so debased by 
our neglect and poisoning of 
their minds that they hate 
their fellow citizens this way 
and will heartlessly slit the 
throats of fellow brothers and 
sisters in this orgy of violence 
and thus desecrate our land. 
We can longer be silent or 
unconcerned maybe because 
those who were killed were 
not from our state, region, 
religion or ethnic group. We 
cannot be silent because we 
have become exhausted at 
the frequency of these deaths 
and thus become desensitized 
to the destructive nature of 
these terrorist acts on who we 
are as a people, on the future 
generation, and on our Afri-
can cultures and values of life, 
community, and fraternity.

We cannot be silent 
when our government, espe-
cially our President has failed 
to protect our lives, while most 
of our politicians and their 
acolytes live in gated commu-
nities and deploy special secu-
rity units and private security 
outfits to protect themselves, 

while the defenseless masses 
of our people are  left to die 
in the hands of these husks 
of humanity, whose cup of 
horror is now overflowing. 
It is in speaking up against 
these crimes against human-
ity in Nigeria, and in show-
ing outrage, and in raising 
our voices to denounce this 
insensitive and ineffective 
government that is respon-
sible for the worst economic 
calamity that most of us have 
seen in our generation both 
in the first Buhari regime and 
in this painful second regime, 
that we can find hope for the 
future out of this necropolis (a 
land of deaths) that Nigeria 
has become.

There is so much suf-
fering, violence, and death in 
Nigeria. The majority of Ni-
geria’s young people are out 
of school and out of work; 
our healthcare workers and 
teachers have not been paid 
salaries for months. Poverty 
is spreading like wildfire in 
Nigeria, and nothing seems 
to be working in the country, 
while the national life has 
become a tale of doom and 
gloom as Nigerians suffocate 
under the punishing weight 
of the triple pandemic and of 
structural violence built on 
systemic and unjust struc-
tures, terrorism, and police 
brutality. This is why Nige-
ria has become a land of the 
dead, where dead bodies are 
common sites. These victims 
of the Zabarmari farm mas-
sacre are yet another collat-
eral damage of our failed and 
dying polity. Cry, the beloved 
country.

*Stan Chu Ilo is a Catho-
lic priest of Awgu Diocese in 
South-East Nigeria, research 
professor of World Christianity 
and African Studies at DePaul 
University, Chicago, USA; 
Honorary professor of Theol-
ogy and Religion at Durham 
University, Durham, England.

The Zabarmari Rice Farm 
Massacre: Why we Cannot 
be Silent
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City of Vancouver 
freezes police 
department funding 
as part of 2021 budget

Canadian fashion 
icon charged with sex 
trafficking

Nigerian-born 
Foluke Laosebikan 
elected President of 
the Law Society of 
Saskatchewan

Apart from $37,000 in fines, court adjudicates 
Winnipeg church’s drive-in service 
contravenes health orders

By D.Forrester

Following weeks of 
consultations and meetings 
on how to deal with com-
peting priorities during the 
pandemic, the council of 
Vancouver has eventually 
passed its 2021 budget.

According to the bill, 
the City will have a $1.6-bil-
lion operating budget next 
year, a five per cent average 
property tax increase — and 
a police budget that stays the 
same.

Speaking on the devel-
opment, Coun. Adriane Carr 
said “The ask of five per cent 
is hard for some, but I do 
want people to think about 
what you are gaining for the 
city,” adding that the budget 
moved Vancouver forward 
on housing affordability and 
climate action. 

Reports have it that the 
increase works out to around 
a $104-increase for an av-
erage Vancouver residential 
property compared to 2020, 
not including utility and pro-
vincial fees. 

It would be recalled 
that the Council voted sever-
al times this year to keep the 
2021 property tax increase 
at five per cent or less after 
last year’s seven per cent in-
crease. 

It was disclosed that 
the 2021 budget anticipates 
city revenues will be down 
by $17 million compared to 
this fiscal year, anticipating 
continued effects of COV-
ID-19 on income from park-
ing and program fees. 

It was gathered that in 
response, the city has frozen 
hiring in many departments 
and used some of its reserves 
in order to keep property tax 
increases at the five per cent 
level. 

Analysts noted that the 
biggest change to what staff 
had proposed in the budget 
was money to the Vancouver 
Police Department, which 
takes up approximately 21 
per cent of city expenditures. 

According to reports, 
Staff had recommended a 
slight increase to the police 
budget of $343.1 million for 
2021, while the VPD had a 
proposed budget of $346.6 
million. 

However, an amend-
ment by Coun. Christine 
Boyle to freeze the budget 
at $340.9 million passed 

with councillors Lisa Domi-
nato, Colleen Hardwick 
and Rebecca Bligh in op-
position. Councillors Sarah 
Kirby-Yung and Melissa De 
Genova refused themselves 
because their partners work 
for the VPD. 

Boyle said “I think 
council sent a clear signal 
… that our priority is to be 
addressing public safety in 
more community-oriented 
ways”

“It’s not going to hap-
pen fast enough for some 
people. It may happen too 
fast for others. But actually, 
I feel strongly that council 
made a clear move.”

On his part, VPD Chief 
Adam Palmer stated that the 
budget freeze and receiv-
ing $6 million less than re-
quested would result in 61 
fewer officers; though there 
remains the possibility the 
police board will appeal the 
decision to the provincial 
government. 

Speaking before the 
council before the decision 
was made; Palmer said “We 
are the police for the entire 
community. I see a lot of dif-
ferent approaches and rheto-
ric that’s quite frankly misin-
formed or not understood.”

Palmer in a written 
statement after the council 
vote averred that the deci-
sion will leave VPD with a 
shortfall for fixed-cost obli-
gations.

He said, “I am disap-
pointed with today’s budget 
vote. I am concerned this 
decision will directly impact 
public safety in Vancouver 
and the wellness of our of-
ficers”.

It was gathered that 
the council decided to take 
the approximately $2.5 mil-
lion they took from the po-
lice budget, and divert it to 
a number of priorities pre-
viously not covered in the 
budget, including:

• $450,000 for en-
hanced street cleaning.

• $400,000 for the 
new independent auditor 
general’s office.

• $300,000 for com-
munity policing centres.

• $300,000 for park 
cleanliness and safety.

Reports have it that 
the total budget passed on a 
6-5 vote, with the four NPA 
councillors and independent 
Bligh opposed. 

By N.Ugoh

United States authori-
ties have charged Canadian 
fashion icon, Peter Nygard, 
with racketeering and sex 
trafficking. The authorities 
alleged crimes that affected 
many victims in the United 
States, the Bahamas and 
Canada.

Acting US Attorney, 
Audrey Strauss announced 
the charges in Manhattan 
recently. Nygard was ar-

rested and taken into cus-
tody recently in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba by Canadian 
police after Canada were 
asked the United States to 
issue a warrant under the 
extradition treaty of both 
countries.

Nygard's lawyer was 
not immediately seen but 
Nygard has denied every 
allegation of contravening 
the law in previous civil liti-
gation.

By D.Forrester

Nigerian-born Fo-
luke Laosebikan has been 
elected as Law Society of 
Saskatchewan's President. 
The society is the Prov-
ince’s governing body for 
lawyers.

Foluke Laosebikan is 
the proprietor of F.L.K Law 
Firm and she specializes in 
family law and dispute res-
olution. In 2017, she was 
first elected as a Bencher 
to occupy a vacancy and 
has served on the Access 
to Legal Services, Profes-
sional Standards, Conduct 
Investigation, Access & 
Equity, and Audit Commit-
tees. Also, she has actively 
participated in some youth 

and family oriented pro-
grams and other commu-
nity development programs 
around Melfort.

She graduated from 
the pretigious Obafemi 
Awolowo University 
(O.A.U.), Ile Ife, Nigeria, in 
1993 with an LLB (Hons) 
degree. She was called to 
the Nigerian Bar in 1995.

In 2011, she was 
called to the Saskatchewan 
Bar. Dr. Laosebikan bagged 
a Ph.D. in Law from How-
ard College, University of 
Kwazulu-Natal, South Af-
rica.

She is an active mem-
ber of the Law Society of 
Saskatchewan and she be-
longs to other professional 
organizations like the Ca-
nadian Bar Association, 
Canadian Institute for the 
Administration of Justice, 
the Public Legal Education 
Association of Saskatche-
wan and Conflict Resolution 
Saskatchewan Inc. She has 
over 25 years of  interna-
tional legal knowledge and 
experience.

She is an active mem-
ber of the Law Society of 
Saskatchewan and she be-

longs to other professional 
organizations like the Ca-
nadian Bar Association, 
Canadian Institute for the 
Administration of Justice, 
the Public Legal Education 

Association of Saskatche-
wan and Conflict Resolution 
Saskatchewan Inc. She has 
over 25 years of  interna-
tional legal knowledge and 
experience.

By D.Forrester

Courts in Manitoba 
have ruled that a Winnipeg 
church cannot conduct drive-
in services.

Recently, the Chief 
Justice of the Court Queen’s 
Bench, Glen Joyal, adjudicat-
ed that a drive-in church ser-
vice is a gathering, as such, it 
violates public health orders.

Joyal said: “It would 
be unfair to other religious 
organizations if it was the 
only applicant who received 
an injunction, and the other 
religious organizations were 
required to comply with the 
law.”

He said the fact that 
members of the church stayed 

in their vehicles amounted to 
nothing other than a self-di-
rected health measure.

It should be recalled 
that the Springs Church first 
conducted a drive-in ser-
vice on November 26 and 
was slammed with a fine of 
$5,000 for violating public 
health orders.

It later received 10 
more tickets which brought 
the total to $32,776, for con-
ducting more services.

In an affidavit, the 
pastor of the church said he 
was told that if the church 
conducted another ‘church 
in our cars’ service, indi-
viduals could be fined up to 
$100,000 and businesses 
could receive a fine up to 

$1,000,000.
The lawyer of Springs 

Church, Kevin Williams, said 
the church believes in CO-
VID-19 and it has no associa-
tion with anti-maskers.

He however argued 
that public health orders only 
list gatherings of individuals 
and not cars.

Williams said: “It’s a 
gathering, but it’s a gathering 
with a person self-isolated in 
their vehicles. We’re doing this 
hearing by remote means. I 
respectfully submit to you that 
if you could see me, it would 
have a different impact.”

Government Lawyer, 
Denise Guenette said ex-
empting a particular group 
is a slippery slope that could 

trigger more exemptions re-
quests.

She said: “The value of 
being in the parking lot and 
listening to a remote service 
has to outweigh the value 
of mitigating risk and keeping 
people distant.”

Joyal rejected the 
church’s application for a stay 
and found Church in Our Cars 
to be non-compliant with pub-
lic health orders.

He said Springs Church 
did not show how the exemp-
tion would be of service to pub-
lic good.

Joyal did not give a rul-
ing on the charter of rights 
arguments but revealed those 
would be handled in due 
course.
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“That Night in Room 401”B - Part 23
Opeyemi Ojerinde Akintunde ©

There was no ex-
pression on his face, the 
moment our eyes met, he 
was looking at me intently, 
like he was searching for 
something, but suddenly, 
he shook his head in the 
negative and turned back. I 
wanted to call his name, but 
the officers told me to en-
ter into the van… I looked 
through the hole in the van 
trying to follow him, I saw 
him faintly hitting the tire 
of the vehicle angrily, just 
then I saw Doctor Jack pat-
ting him by the shoulder…

I knew it… that was 
Daniel, so Doctor Jack did 
not kill him? So what was 
the story about Daniel hav-
ing a wife and two kids…? 
The van moved away from 
them…

As I walked into the 
prison gate, I received dif-
ferent looks, some were 
welcoming, and others were 
criticizing. Some were sing-
ing some of my songs and I 
waved at them. I was taken 
to a VIP prison room, where 
I had two other roommates. 
One of them was the wife of 
a former governor and the 
other a wealthy business-
woman who poured acid on 
one of her staff, who was 
sleeping with her husband. 
The wife of the former gov-
ernor was welcoming, but 
the businesswoman was 
not. As I got in, I fell on my 
knees and I thanked God for 
what he had done for me, 
the Mercy he had shown 
me and the new phase of 
my life.

I thanked God for not 
letting Daniel die, and I 
prayed hopefully that Pas-
tor James was not dead too.

I was happy.  I got a 
special gift from the Judge’s 
daughter…it was a parcel. 

On opening it, I saw a Bi-
ble, and a jotter with a pack 
of high quality pens. There 
was an attached note...

“Aunty Grace, 
Your ministry 

changed my life, from SS 
to AA. I am a testimony 
of your ministry. So, I 
need you ma to keep 
writing your songs, I will 
be sending you this jot-
ters every month. The 
world is yet to hear all 
you have within you… 
love you ma. You are a 
champion.´

    
Joyce George.

For me it was a spe-
cial gift, I sat down to write 
my first song, the one I re-
ceived when I was given 
the Judgement of Mercy I 
received…

-----------------

I had spent three 
months in prison, and I was 
having the best time of my 

life, fellowship time was al-
ways great. I was the praise 
team leader. I had written 
over 200 songs in just 3 
months. The oil of inspira-
tion was overflowing in my 
life. I was going to the stu-
dio the next day to record 3 
songs. I was so full of joy in 
anticipation of going to the 
studio. 

We were having our 

fellowship, when I heard 
my name over the public 
address system. Who was 
here to see me? Was my 
thought. Ever since I got 
into prison, I have only had 
three visitors, only three 
people were on my visiting 
list…my sister, Morounto-
dun, Baba Prayer and Joyce 
George. 

One of the ward-
ers came to pick me to the 
waiting room, where the 
inmates met with their 
visitors. I stopped in my 
tracks when I saw Doctor 

Jack and Daniel’s Mum, I 
looked around if Daniel was 
around, but he wasn’t.

“Doctor Jack, thank 
you for keeping Daniel 
alive!, Mama I am sorry for 
what I asked Doctor Jack to 
do”

“I am sorry for lying 
to you… I just couldn’t kill 
him, but I was scared you 

could kill him instead…”
“It’s ok, you were 

more righteous than me… 
please tell Daniel to please 
forgive me, because he 
doesn’t want to speak to 
me…

“That’s because he 
doesn’t recognize you” 
Mama said, talking for the 
first time

“What do you mean 
by that?” I asked

“After coming out of 
his coma, he lost his mem-
ory…”? Doctor Jack said

I was shocked to my 
bones…

“Wait, then what is 
the thing about his wife and 
children? I asked very con-
fused

“The moment your 
mother in law found out 
that was his situation, she 
came up with the idea that 
she would get a new wife 
and adopt two kids aged 1 
and 3 from the orphanage 
and I was to present her to 
Daniel as his wife.” Doctor 
Jack said

“I wanted him to 
have a fresh start and life 
was going on great for him 
till you resurfaced again.” 
Mama said

Wow…was all I could 
say, Hmm… God gave Dan-
iel a second chance, but as I 
was thinking about the new 
development, Doctor Jack 
said

“But there is a slight 
problem, from the day 
he saw you at the Prayer 
Mountain, he had been 
troubling everyone that 
he knows you from some-
where, but he can’t remem-
ber it. He went to buy your 
Video CDs and plays it all 
day. This has been giving 
him a lot of migraine, so the 
reason why…”Doctor Jack 
was saying before Mama 
cut in…

“The reason why I 
am here is that I want to 

bring him to you 
and please you 
need to tell him, 
you don’t know 
him… There is 
no future with 
you both, you 
are in prison 
therefore you 
both can never 
marry. Let him 
enjoy the new 
life God had giv-
en him…” Mama 
said pleading on 
her knees…

I was con-
fused, Mama was 
asking me to tell 
a lie, another 
sin… I couldn’t... 
just one night 
of adultery had 
brought me all 
these woes, Now 

she wanted me 
to add lies again.. 
.No way! I had to 
do what Pastor 
James had said 
I should learn to 
do… I was going 
to say a capital 
NO to this re-
quest...At this 
point in my life I 
was avoiding sin 
like a plague…

“Mama, I 
am sorry, I can’t 
tell a lie, please 
don’t bother 
bringing him 
here..  I don’t 
have a problem 
with him mar-
rying another 
woman, but I 
cannot tell a lie…
”I stood up and 

asked the warder 
to take me in.
To be contin-
ued…
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By Jane Lewis

It's a scientific fact that 
men are wired differently 
than women.  This probably 
isn't news to those of you in a 
significant relationship with a 
male. Even the way men and 
women receive and process 
compliments differs.  Telling 
him that his hair looks great 
or even repeating those magi-
cal three little words "I love 
you" lacks the pleasure punch 
that women derive from hear-
ing them.  

So how do you compli-
ment the man in your life in 
a way that matters to him?  
What kinds of compliments 
make his day in the same way 
that a compliment of your hair 

or outfit make yours?  Armed 
with the following research-
backed tips, you will be able 
to compliment your man in 
more meaningful way than 
you ever have.

  
1)  Be specific!  

Hearing "You're great!" 
may be nice, but most of us 
like to know why or what 
prompted the compliment. It 
means more for your guy to 
hear why you think he's great.  
(And chances are he'll repeat 
the action you complimented 
him for once he knows that 
it's a hit with you!)

  
2) Compliment a quality, 
not just his appearance or 
a single action.  

Follow up that "Thanks 

for taking out the garbage" 
with "You're always so help-
ful!" or "I love that I can count 
on you!"  Then watch your 
man light up like a candle 
when he feels appreciated as 
a person and not just for what 
he does.

  
3) Compliment him on 
how he makes you feel.  

A man places great 
importance on his ability to 
make the woman in his life 
feel secure, protected, and 
loved.  His masculinity and 
view of himself as a success-
ful husband is directly con-
nected to these abilities.  You 
telling him that he makes you 
feel special or valued or safe 
assures him that he's doing 
his job well. And for a man, 

"doing his job" well appeals 
more to him than hearing that 
the color of his shirt matches 
his eyes.

  
4) Tell him that you're 
proud of him and that you 
respect him. 

Recent research pro-
motes the idea that men are 
more moved and motivated 
by respect, while women 
need to feel loved.  Many re-
lationship books corroborate 
this assertion.  A compliment 
that communicates respect for 
your husband goes further 
with him than even an "I love 
you."

  
5) Praise him publicly.

As opposed to ever, ever 
putting him down in public 
-- a sad, but very commonly 
accepted practice in society 
today and one that's so easy 
to get sucked into.  Instead, 

look for ways to praise him.  
It takes more effort than the 
reverse practice, but make the 
effort!    

Perhaps you're afraid of 
coming across as embarrass-
ingly syrupy or starry-eyed 
if you compliment your man 
in front of your friends.  But it 
doesn't have to be that way.  
Any prolonged conversation 
at a social gathering usually 
covers jobs, daily routines, 
parenting, or perhaps even 
how the various couples at 
the get-together met.  All of 
these topics provide ample 
opportunity for you to build 
up your guy publicly.  

  
Still not convinced?  Try 

one of these tactics:   
When talking about 

daily routine, mention how 
patient your man is with your 
failed cooking attempts, proj-
ects he's successfully complet-

ed around the house, or how 
he helps out with the kids so 
you can get other things done.    

When talking about 
jobs, reinforce what a hard 
worker he is or how he's al-
ways helping others out.   

The most fun opportu-
nity to praise your man pub-
licly is when you get to talk 
about how you met.  Use this 
story as a way to promote the 
great qualities that drew you 
to him in the first place. Make 
it your goal to make every 
guy in the room with his girl-
friend would brag on him like 
that!

  And ultimately, how 
would you rather be known?  
As the wife/girlfriend who 
embarrasses herself, her guy, 
and everyone around them 
because she is known for 
being a nag or the girl who 
thinks the world of her man 
and is proud to say so?



By Ernest Nnamdi Onuorah

In many situations in 
our daily lives, even within 
our families, we have all at 
some point in our lives, for 
many reasons, taken a de-
cision or action that did not 
reflect our true position on 
a particular issue to serve 
a purpose; whether base or 
idealistic. 

As kids many of us 
knew which parent to go 
to when we hungered for a 
treat that was not allowed 
by the stricter parent. 

As adults, the pres-
sure to be on the right 
side of the situation, 
sometimes personified by 
whoever holds the power, 
as opposed to doing the 
right thing, is sometimes 
so overwhelming that it 
causes us tremendous 
stress due to the inner con-
flict we suffer.  

To reduce or avoid 
that stress, we follow the 
path of resistance, often 
finding ourselves, having 
to play both ends against 
the middle. With friends 
and relatives, we may 
choose to do this to main-
tain our relationships with 
them. 

In long term, per-
sonal relationships, the 
imperative to compromise 

for our significant other, 
sometimes is the glue that 
holds the relationship to-
gether. When that glue 
weakens or is rubbed off, 
the relationship dies. 

When we engage 
in activities that lead to a 
change in government or 
the administration of the 
commonwealth, we are 
driven by the desire to see 
a change that serves our 
personal however narrow.    

At work, the existen-
tial pressure of paying bills 
creates a more powerful 
pressure to make decisions 
or take actions that may 
not reflect our true posi-
tion on issues.  In order to 
remain on the good side 
of our warring friends and 
colleagues, we often take 
actions and say things that 
will help us avoid hurting 
their feelings and retain 
their friendship. 

The received wisdom 
is it would be bad for our 
career prospects to take 
sides especially when the 
warring parties are your 
superiors. It is even harder 
to say “No” to our bosses 
or one of the senior cor-
porate leaders because we 
are mindful of the negative 
impact to our careers and 
ability to continue paying 
our bills. In other words, 

we try to take a ‘smart” 
decision in the interest of 
keeping our job as doing 
otherwise, is what we lov-
ingly call a “Career Limit-
ing Move (CLM).”

The common thread 
in all these situations is 
that we seek to protect 
our self-interest, because 
it is in our nature and is 
oftentimes a survival strat-
egy. Politics is inevitable, 
pervasive, and can’t be 
avoided. 

Aristotle, the Greek 
philosopher described this 
type of behavior as politics 
and famously said, “hu-
man beings are by nature 
political animals.” Over 
time, politics or the act of 
playing politics has be-
come synonymous with 
negative antisocial behav-
ior.  A quick browse of 
synonyms playing politics 
in Thesaurus.com returned 
the following words,” de-
ceitful”, “duplicitous”, 
“fraudulent”, “insidious”, 
“insincere”, “shrewd”, 
“sneaky”, and “wily.” 
None of these words con-
notes positive behaviors.  

I would stress 
though, that politics is not 
all negative. In fact, within 
the context of this article, 
it is simply behaviors we 
exhibit to influence posi-

tive constructive outcomes 
albeit in our self-interest 
to improve our chances of 
surviving in the jungle of 
the corporate world.  

This approach is more 
wholesome and draws 
from the foundation set by 
creating and maintaining 
your personal brand.  It is 
best to embrace this type 
of political behavior as a 
busines tool that paves 
the road to your heights of 
your career. When applied 
correctly, it helps you to:

• Influence and 
manage people’s percep-
tion of you and your ideas

• Convert enemies 
into allies

• Manage out-
comes before people judge 
you with them

• Have your ideas 
heard and know how to 
present them; and 

• Stay in the loop 
of the major decisions and 

actions that could impact 
your career. 

In the next few sec-
tions, I will share 5 tips 
on how to navigate and 
succeed at politics in the 
corporate world. These 
insights are a mix of my 
personal, sometimes pain-
ful, experience and obser-
vations and existing litera-
ture on the topic.

Tip 1 - Study the 
Corporate Culture 

This is a prerequi-
site. It takes a bit of time 
to figure this out especially 
at large, complex organi-
zations where there are 
many subcultures across 
the divisions and business 
groups. Since all politics 
is local, the best way is to 
start within the team and 
branch out to the broader 
group that rolls up to the 
executive. Your boss may 
not have all the time to 
brief you about the cor-
porate culture and things 
to avoid doing but will be 
willing to provide clarifica-
tion, advice and guidance 
to your specific questions, 
concerns and observa-
tions Fit in, to the extent 
that you are comfortable 
as long as it does not con-
flict with your core per-
sonal beliefs. I would sug-
gest that you discuss with 
your manager before you 
respectfully decline par-

ticipation in various social 
activities in the company. 
This way your manager 
will be your shield   

Discuss Conduct a 
stakeholder analysis and 
the messaging that each 
would require if you ever d 
be in front of them. 

Tip 2 - Manage Your 
Boss to Manage You 
Better

Have open conversa-
tions with your boss about 
expectations on the job 
and maintain touchpoints 
to ensure that as corporate 
priorities and objectives 
change, your boss keeps 
you in the loop. This will 
help you make your boss 
look in front of your boss’ 
boss, peers, and other 
bosses. If you are a peo-
ple manager, do the same 
thing. When your team 
does well, it makes you 
look good and your boss is 
happy. Word gets around 
about you and would be 
mostly positive.  

Tip 3 - Actively Listen 
and Spread Your 
Influence

Empathy and com-
passion facilitate effective 
relationships.  However, 
to be able to do this, you 
need to understand your-
self first. Your needs, atti-
tudes, belief systems, and

continued on p(24)
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CAREER HEIGHT

Ernest Nnamdi Onuorah

How to Succeed at Office Politics 
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Rice, Beans, Yam, Gari, 
Plantain, Elubo, Stockfish etc.

West Indian Foods
Hallah Meat & Fish
Cosmetics & Hair Supplies
All Types of Diapers

Nigerian Movies

“We’ll deliver to your Home or Business”

We have moved to a 
bigger location to serve 
you better

NEW ADDRESS:
1040 Albion Rd, Etobicoke 
(Albion & Islington intersection) 

ON M9V 1A7

A TO Z AFRICAN & WEST INDIAN MARKET
A to Z Foods Wholesale & Retail

We Specialize in African Foods Tel: 647-436-2550
Cell: 416-880-6796

Call us today for all your party needs

Tel: 647-427-4773    
Tel: 416-522-8625

• Meat/Beef Pastries • Sausage Roll 
• Fish Roll • Puff-Puff • Buns-Scotch Egg 
• Chin-Chin • Moin - Moin - Akara 
• Jollof Rice • Fried Rice • Rice & Beans 
• Fried Yam Etc…

1822 Jane St. (Jane & Queen Dr.)

Lola's Catering
We Cater To All Occasions

SPECIALIZING IN:
Farm 1-800-443-3802

UNCLE SETH TROPICAL FOODS
Specializing in African, Caribbean, Asian & Canadian Foods

Rice

Gari

Nigerian Spices

Beans

Plantain

Meat

Palm Soup

Stockfish

Fish – Frozen & Dried

Potato Flakes
We carry:

Large selection of 
Body & Hair products
and much more

We open 7 days a week. Delivery available.
Location: 2069 Lawrence Ave., E, Scarborough, ON
(Warden & Lawrence by The Ministry of Health)

416-288-9330

VISIT OUR FISH MARKET AND BUTCHER SHOP

4 Tips to Transform 
your Leftovers

(NC) Canadians throw 
away $31 billion worth of 
food every year, but more 
than 60 per cent of house-

hold food waste is avoid-
able. Here are some tips to 
help reinvent leftovers to 
create new dishes.

Don’t leave your 
bread for dead

If you have bread 
that’s drying out, a simple 

way to give it new life and 
use it up is to m ake home-
made croutons. Another 
great option is to make 
your own breadcrumbs to 
use as a crispy topping or 
binder for meatballs and 
burgers. For a sweet option, 
try using stale bread for 
bread puddings and French 
toasts – it will soak up all 
the flavour without turning 
to mush.

Veg it out
If you’re one of the 

many parents who struggle 
to get the kids to eat veg-
etables, try blending cooked 
vegetables to a pulp and 
adding it to a pasta sauce. 
The little ones won’t see the 
vegetables and will gobble 

up the sauce. If you have 
extra roasted veggies on 
hand, repurpose them into 
a hash, omelette or even a 
frittata.

Keep the hot potato
For a savoury spin on 

a classic breakfast item, try 
using leftover mashed pota-
toes to make pancakes and 
waffles. You can also use up 
leftover mashed potatoes in 
a shepherd’s pie or potato 
soup.

Stock up
Keep vegetable scraps 

including peels, stalks and 
leaves to make vegetable 
stock. Onions, carrots, cel-
ery and garlic provide a 
great base. You can then 

add other leftover vegetable 
scraps to the stock and base 
to make a great soup. Col-
lect and store any scraps in 
a large resealable bag and 
keep it in the freezer until 
needed. Bones from a roast-
ed chicken can be used for 
stock as well. Boil chicken 
bones with the vegetables 
scraps for an easy broth 
that can be frozen for up to 
three months.

With a little creativity, 
you can reduce food waste 
and put a fresh spin on your 
leftovers. For more recipe 
ideas, your local Loblaws 
in-store registered dietitian 
is here to help. 

Book a phone or vir-
tual appointment at boo-
kadietitian.ca.
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• Full Goat
• Fresh Fish
• Cow/Goat Tripe
• Cow Skin
• Cow Foot
• Oxtail
• Hard Chicken
• Smoked Meats & Fish
• African Groceries

M O S A I C

MOSAIC MEATS

WHOLESALERS
(A DIVISION OF FILAD ENTERPRISES)

High Quality African Meats

mosaicfoods@hotmail.com
mosaicafricanfoods.com

• Mosaic Food Products
• African Movies / Music (CDS / DVD)
• Mini Food Products

HIGH QUALITY
AFRICAN PRODUCTS
AT WHOLESALE PRICE

RETAILERS & DISTRIBUTORS OF GROCERY, 
COSMETICS, AFRICAN MOVIES & MUSIC

62 EDDYSTONE AVE, NORTH YORK, ON M3N 1H4
416-745-1044

Tel: 416-917-2790 • 416-744-1078
 Fax: 416-748-8957
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Let’s continue 
to protect ourselves!

Cough into  
your sleeve

Wash 
your hands

Keep your
distance

Québec.ca/coronavirus

 1 877 644-4545

20
-2

10
-2

32
W

Cover 
your face

Mandatory for people 
age 10 and over on 
public transit and in 
most enclosed and 
partially enclosed 
public places.

20-210-232W-Pubs_port-masque_ang_14sept_.indd   220-210-232W-Pubs_port-masque_ang_14sept_.indd   2 20-09-14   11:1420-09-14   11:14
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RAMESH SANGHA

Constituency Office:
100 Kennedy Road South, 

Brampton ON L6T 3E7
Tell: 905-790-9211 
Fax: 905-790-9507

Email: Ramesh.Sangha@parl.gc.ca

MP BRAMPTON CENTER

Happy Holidays &
a Joyful New Year!

Merry Christmas,

Wholesale & Retail

Contact: Winston 
Phone: (905)564-0056
Cell: (416)320-7980 Fax:(905)670-1949

1515 Britannia Rd., E. 
Unit 322. Mississauga. 

Ont. L4W 4K1

Kitchen appliances
Bathroom
Bedroom

Fridge
Freezer

Sandals
Shoes
Decorations 
too many to list.

Liquidation sale items

Go Brother Liquidation Canada Inc.
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Christmas & the New Year Message
The year 2020 has clearly taught us that an injury to one is an 
injury to all. 
A year that reminded mankind of humanity with deep lessons.
As we reflect on the numerous lessons of this year, the gains 
and losses, we wish to urge you to put on your helmet of 
humanity going forward.
Christmas is not a time to fight over what to eat, it's not a time 
to fight over what to drink, it's not a time to fight over what to 
wear or even show off.
Christmas is a time to show love, it's a time to share and 
spread love, it's a time to thank God for all that He has been to 
you over the year. 
While we thank God for this trying year, let's keep faith that the 

coming year will be a better year for mankind.
As you celebrate the season, we urge you to do so with the 
Covid-19 guidelines in mind. We will surely defeat this monster 
that has plagued mankind.
We also want to thank all our customers and prospective cus-
tomers for your unflinching support. We are grateful for your 
patronage and referrals and we look forward to doing more 
business with you in the coming year. 

We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.

The Nigerian Canadian Newspaper Canada

By N.Ugoh

C
ustomer satisfaction is the 
top goal of  every serious 
minded business and provid-
ing a better alternative in the 

face of  hindrances is another thing that 
stands a business out from the crowd.

In this interview with our correspon-
dent, the Chief  Executive Officer of  Gilgal 
Food Market, Jude Chinyeluba shared 
insight on the featured product, why the 
market was opened and the juicy packages 
they have.

NCNC: Tell us about yourself
Jude: I’ve been in the world of  business for 

over 30 years now, and during those years I 
have had my fair amount of  up and downs. 
Starting off  as an apprentice to where I am 
now, I’ve experienced the in’s and out’s of  this 
trade and by the grace of  the God of  Abra-
ham, have been able to see success. 

NCNC: Tell us about your featured product
Jude: Our Gilgal Smart wheat fufu is a 

great alternative to the common favorites 
like Gari, Pounded-yam, and Cassava. It 
provides an eating experience better than 
your favorite fufu without the added carbs 
and additives. Our smart fufu is also made 
of  100% stone-ground whole wheat, giving 

a great taste and texture leaving you light 
yet satisfied after your meal. 

NCNC: Where can people find you?
Jude: We are located at 5601 Steeles Ave 

W close to exit 401. To reach us, please call: 
647-693-7534/647-693-7536.

NCNC: Why Gilgal Food Market?
Jude: With the ongoing pandemic still 

keeping the majority of  us inside, many 
of  us Nigerians will not get the opportu-
nity to go back home and enjoy the tasty 
and natural ingredients our homeland 
has to offer. However, those same natural 
ingredients can be found here at Gilgal 
Food Market for great prices. We have 
your Nigerian staples like Ede, Achi, Uda, 
Suya, Akpalata, Osu, Okpei, Nri oka(corn-
meal), Fio Fio and much more. We also 
have foods from countries all throughout 
Africa like Senegal, Cameron, Libya, and 
others. With our varied selection of  foods, 
ingredients, and spices, we can cater to 
your every needs. Come to 5601 Steeles Ave 
W to get a glimpse of  what we have to offer. 
If  our store location is too far away, we can 
ship our fresh products straight to you. 

We want to use this opportunity to thank 
all our customers for their support. 

Merry Christmas and  
Happy New Year.

Why You Should Patronize 
Gilgal Food Market

Advert on Page 26

Fufu flour

Nigerian Canadian Newspaper Canada 
wishes everyone a
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ENTERTAINMENT

Canadian actor-brothers launch 
The Black Academy to spotlight 
Black Canadian talent

Country music singer, 
Charley Pride, dies of Covid-19

By Stanley Ugagbe

29-year-old Canadi-
an actor, Shamier Ander-
son has stated that Wex-
ford Collegiate School 
for the Arts in Scarbor-
ough, Ont., is more than 
just his old high school, 
stressing that it was the 
incubator for his acting 
dreams, and his fight 
against systemic racism 
in the Canadian arts.

Speaking to his 
newsmen, he said 
“Growing up, I realized 
that there weren’t a lot 
of examples of Black ex-
cellence on the national 
stage”

“It was an eye-
opening experience, and 
that’s why I started the 
Black Academy — not 
only because of Wexford, 
but just my experience in 
the industry.”

According to him, 
it’s that perspective that 
has been the push be-
hind The Black Acad-
emy, the latest initiative 
by him and his 26-year-
old brother and fellow 
actor, Stephan James.

The brothers said 
the national Black-led or-
ganization will “elevate 
and inspire both Anglo-
phone and Francophone 
Black talent across the 
country” through fos-
tering, celebrating and 
showcasing emerging 
Black talent, across all 
industries — not just the 
arts.

Anderson said “It’s 
a year round-body that’s 
not only going to have an 

awards gala to celebrate 
Black excellence in all 
sectors, from business, 
philanthropy, sports, but 
there’s also going to be 
programming specific to 
the Black community”.

“There’s not enough 
governing bodies, infra-
structures, places to cel-
ebrate Black excellence. 
When Black people slip 
and fall, we see that all 
over the news. It’s very 
rare we get to hear the 
Pinball Clemons of the 
world doing incredible 
stuff.”

On his part, James 
averred that it’s not 
about the lack of Black 
talent in Canada, but 
the lack of opportunities 
— an unsettling gap in 
representation that trou-
bled him at the Canadian 
Screen Awards last year, 
when he was presented 
the Radius Award by his 
big brother.

“I was left with a 
sort of bittersweet feeling 
after I left that stage,” 
the Golden-Globe nomi-
nated star of the Amazon 
drama Homecoming told 
Global News, in an inter-
view from Los Angeles.

“Thinking, ‘Man, I 
may be one of a hand-
ful of Black Individuals 
that’s gonna, you know, 
be able to stand on this 
stage tonight.'”

The brothers, who 
hope to change the cur-
rent narrative, said The 
Black Academy will com-
bat those inequities, by 
supporting and spotlight-
ing those in the Black 

community through “ed-
ucational programming, 
panel discussions and 
more.”

Delineating on the 
development, Anderson 
said the organization 
is necessary for invest-
ing in the Black talent 
— from Anglophone to 
Francophone — here at 
home.

He said “When we 
do these types of things, 
these initiatives, it’s not 
a charity. This is going to 
breed success. This is go-
ing to change lives.

“This is going to 
shift the tectonic plates 
when it comes to school 
to prison pipelines…and 
giving hope for people 
who are hopeless — and, 
ultimately, it will com-
bat systemic racism and 
poverty.”

For James, that in-
vestment extends to 
fostering the Black writ-
ers and filmmakers to 
take ownership of Black 
stories — opportunities, 
he discovered, of which 
there were more in the 
U.S. than in Canada.

“If we want to be 
able to have our stories 
told on screens, we have 
to think about who’s 
authoring those stories 
and empowering those 
people to be able to cre-
ate content for us,” said 
James.

“Its not okay to 
constantly be in this sit-
uation where you can’t 
have a career at home. 
You feel like you’re forced 
to move south of the bor-

der because there aren’t 
enough opportunities. 
Canada is not short on 
talent, especially in the 
Black community…and 
so the hope is The Black 
Academy will continue to 

create more opportunities 
for Black creatives and 
excellence coming out of 
Canada.”

It was gathered that 
The Academy also kicks 
off with funding from 

the Canada Media Fund. 
However, the brothers 
are calling on the gov-
ernment and corporate 
Canada to stand with 
them to end systemic 
racism in the industry.

By N.Ugoh

Charley Pride, the 
first African-American 
musician to enter the 
Country Music Hall of 
Fame, has died at the 
age of 86.

Pride rose to fame 
in the 1960s and passed 
away recently from CO-
VID-19 complications.

Though Pride was 

not the first African-
American singer in coun-
try music, he however 
became one of country 
music’s famous stars 
when division existed in 
the US.

He won three Gram-
my Awards and won 
a lifetime achievement 
award in 2017.

Pride was born in 
1934 but served in the 

US army, played baseball 
and took up a job in a 
smelting plant before he 
started his music career.

No fewer than Fifty-
two of his songs made 
the country Top 10, in-
cluding the hits “Kiss An 
Angel Good Mornin” and 
“All I Have to Offer You 
(Is Me).”

In his memoir, he 
wrote: “We’re not co-

lour-blind yet, but we’ve 
advanced a few paces 
along the path and I like 
to think I’ve contributed 
something to that pro-
cess.”

He was awarded the 
Country Music Associa-
tion’s Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award in Nashville, 
Tennessee, on November 
11, where he made his 
last public performance.
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SOURCE: AMAZON.COM
BOOKS AVAILABLE AT THE TORONTO & MISSISSAUGA PUBLIC LIBRARIES

BOOKS 

TO THE RESCUE
SAY NO TO CORRUPTION 

-  By Pastor Dele Dada

Love Me (Irresistible Husband)
by Delaney Diamond

Lady of the Church
by Khara Campbell 

The Gifts of Imperfection: Let 
Go of Who You Think You’re 
Supposed to Be and Embrace 

Who You Are
by Brene Brown

“You will be the same person in five years as you are today except for the people you meet and the 
books you read” – Charlie Jones

A beleaguered lady 
once said “I wish I was 
someone else”. It is a mo-
tivational and inspiring 
guide to wholehearted liv-
ing, rather than just the av-
erage self-help book. 

With original research 
and plenty of encourage-
ment, she explores the 
psychology of releasing 
our definitions of an “im-
perfect” life and embracing 
living authentically. It is a 
benchmark for authenticity 
that can help anyone estab-
lish a practice for a life of 

honest beauty—a perfectly imperfect life.
It vividly teaches that now more than ever, we all 

need to cultivate feelings of self-worth, as well as accep-
tance and love for ourselves. In a world where insults, 
criticisms, and fears are spread too generously alongside 
messages of unrealistic beauty, attainment, and expecta-
tion, we look for ways to “dig deep” and find truth and 
gratitude in our lives. A new way forward means we can’t 
hold on too tightly to our own self-defeating thoughts or 
the displaced pain in our world. Instead, we can embrace 
the imperfection. It is a highly recommended book with lots 
of didactic lessons. 

Sometimes, 
love could be very 
difficult to find. 
H a r d - w o r k i n g 
corporate attor-
ney Axel Becker 
has tried settling 
down in the past, 
but when the re-
lationship didn’t 
work out, he 
focused on his 
career to the ex-
clusion of every-
thing else until 
Naphressa St. 
James came into 
the picture. The 
sexy project man-
ager is a former 

lover and reminds him of what his life could be—
fun, exciting. She’s just the woman he might need 
to shake him out of a rut, but convincing her they 
belong together will be a lot harder than he expected.

And guess what? Naphressa admits she and 
Axel have chemistry, but she’s not interested in get-
ting married again. Been there, done that. Except the 
more time she spends with Axel, the more she finds 
the idea of settling down with him to be downright…
irresistible. You sure need to unravel this riveting 
story.

It always 
difficult to 
wear a shoe 
you didn’t 
bargain for 
and that was 
the case of 
Sabrina Dean 
who did not 
sign up for 
her role as 
First Lady of 
E v e r l a s t i n g 
Love Minis-
try, but that’s 
what hap-
pened when 
she married 
a preacher’s 
kid. Expect-
edly, the role 

requires far more than she bargained for.

There is the pressure of perfection. Isolation 
from not being treated like a “regular” sister in Christ 
and the judgment. Oh, the judgmental remarks she 
endures. It is even more worrisome that help that 
things at home aren’t as perfect as people think. Sa-
brina puts on a brave face, one of many, but how 
much more pressure can she take? You personally 
need to uncover the events that played out and also 
draw the embedded lessons yourself.

Continued from the last 
issue

All of them were look-
ing at Luke with the blade 
in his hand. Anthony tried 
to find a way out.

“Blood covenant my 
friends are too strong. I 
want you to believe that I 
will not disappoint, betray 
or let you people down. Let 
us just swear to one anoth-
er. Even if it means we shall 
bring bible here I will swear 
with you but I want to say 
honestly I am not prepared 
for this blood licking stuff. It 
is too heavy for me.”

The three friends burst 
into laughter simultaneous-
ly as if they had rehearsed it 
before. Timothy spoke out.

“Anthony you have 
no idea what you are going 
into if you are not prepared 
for this blood stuff or what 
did you say? You can escape 
that with us as friends but 
how far can you go? Many 
groups will make similar 
demands on you! You must 
be prepared for the ridicu-
lous, the dangerous stuff, 
the messy challenges and 
worse. If you have to be 
a politician, you’ve got to 
be ruthless. You must read 
Machiavellian books and 
develop his principles. Hu-
man beings are not going to 
stick out their necks to help 
you when they are not sure 

you will pay your dues. All 
of us know that power is 
sweet. All of us know when 
any one gets to power dif-
ferent friends and all shades 
of people show up and ev-
eryone is interested in their 
piece of the pie not you, and 
if they will not get it they 
will not support you and if 
they support you and you 
renege on your promises, 
they will plot your down 
fall or removal and in some 
cases eliminate you out-
right. Why do you think 
there is rampant assassina-
tion? this is one of them.” 
turning to the others, he 
said gentlemen let us swear 
with a bible and let us move 
on to the next stage of our 
meeting.

Alphonso spoke out: 
sometimes you people 
amuse me. I think it is more 
dangerous to swear with 
the bible than to make blood 
covenants. Firstly the blood 
covenant issue is just a sub-
set of the whole bible. The 
blood covenant is based on 
the scripture that says’ life 
is in the blood’ don’t ask 
me for the specific reference 
but my mother used to tell 
me life is in the blood and 
I know it is from the bible. 
Now you are running away 
from that and you want to 
swear with the whole bible, 
did any of you not go to 
Sunday school when grow-

ing up? The bible specifical-
ly says you must not swear, 
not by any thing in heaven 
or on earth.”

Timothy interrupted 
him, “what are you sug-
gesting that we have no 
form of binding phenom-
enon that we can rely on. I 
do not want anybody to use 

me and dump me. I cannot 
allow anybody to take me 
for a ride, I am not a don-
key if Anthony wants to be 
Jesus. He cannot ride me 
while everybody is shout-
ing hosanna?” Anthony 
smiled, “At least your don-
key will enjoy not walking 

on an untarred road, the 
place will be covered with 
palm leaves, cloth and other 
materials. You as a donkey 
will also have recognition!”

“After the one day 
recognition what hap-
pens?” Asked Timothy. “I 
am just being hypothetical, 
you as the donkey will al-
ways be there, it is just that 
you will not be as visible as 
the donkey rider.” Conclud-
ed Anthony.

“Well I hope they will 
not crucify you after shout-
ing hosanna! There you go, 
while the donkey leaves the 
donkey rider is crucified. Tell 
me how many politicians 
have not been crucified af-
ter leaving the position. It 
is that fear of crucifixion 
that makes them to seek for 
higher position or if they are 
already president or premier 
they want to stay in power. 
Why did Maommar Gadaffi 
rule for forty-two years be-
fore he was murdered out 
of office in Libya? Why has 
Mugabe been ruling since 
the eighties? Why are some 
people seeking third terms, 
it is because they have seen 
what was done to Mosev-
eic, Bhuto and others”. An-

thony said as if he was in a 
political class given lecture 
101.

“So what are you sug-
gesting, you will canvas 
for presidency after gov-
ernorship? Queried Luke 
who had been silent for a 
while. Well if you people 
will nominate me for presi-
dency who am I not to lis-
ten to my people and do the 
wish of my people.” Replied 
Anthony who seems to be 
enjoying the discussion. He 
surely is using his friends as 
guinea pig for political cam-
paign rehearsal.

“Gentlemen, we either 
swear or affirm but we have 
to do something, I have a 
lot to do.” Suggested Luke. 
“Sure,” concluded Anthony 
“let us affirm and move on. 
Why didn’t you come up 
with this non-threatening 
option before, this is an ef-
fective way of agreement,—
even the courts system uses 
it.”

All of them one after 
another raised their hands 
and affirmed that they will 
not betray one another.

“We are doing this not 
because we do not know 
that even those who af-
firm in the court are lying 
but even some of those 
who swear by the bible, 
all I want to say is that 
we should not betray one 
another. We do not need a 

Judas in this company.” Al-
phonso said

“Thank you very 
much gentlemen,” Anthony 
began to say, “I appreciate 
your trust I will not betray 
you. I know this race is a 
long and tortuous route but 
if we can defend ourselves 
in front of ourselves and 
behind ourselves it will go 
a long way. Loyalty is key. 
I need you to be loyal to 
me. You know that in poli-
tics people do not appoint 
the brightest and the best, 
it is the available and the 
loyal. Now that I have your 
trust and promised loy-
alty we can work together. 
Now gentlemen who will 
be my campaign manager. 
We need to go into serious 
business we have no time 
to waste. My opponents 
have moved ahead of us. I 
am doing this because I be-
lieve slow and steady wins 
the race.

Alphonso pointed to 
Luke. ‘Luke will be a good 
campaign manager. He did 
it for many guys in our uni-
versity days. He has good 
experience even though the 
campus thing is a miniature 
if not mimicking political life 
but he also has grown and 
he has all it takes” Luke felt 
very good and did not say 
anything. Do we all agree 
on that “Asked Alphonso?

TO BE CONTINUED
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Continued from the last is-
sue

“Tunde, we cannot 
continue this discussion 
right now. I need to concen-
trate on my driving; I want 
us to get to the government 
house. I don’t want people 
to write on my condolence 
book, the ‘best governor we 
never had.’ One thing I need 
to tell you is that becoming 
a governor is not easy and 
it is a long process. Many 
children are asking their 
fathers what you are ask-
ing me now. We are many 
contesting for this position 
we can be up to forty and 
there is only one position of 
the Governor in a state. And 
it is more complex than just 
having forty students sitting 
in one class for examination 
and one getting the first po-
sition. Election in Nigeria is a 
battle field and your mind is 
too fragile and undeveloped 
to comprehend and incubate 
the complexities involved in 
political matters.” Anthony 
said trying to educate his 
son.

He signaled to the right 
towards Tunde’s school, 
waiting for some pedestrians 
to cross. Nonetheless, Tunde 
was not willing to stop the 
discussion.

“Daddy you speak big 
grammar that is why the 
people will like you and you 
will become the governor 
and I will be in the Govern-
ment House in September, 
because I have told all my 
friends in the school.”

His father said “Amen 
my son, I take it that you are 
prophesying to me.”

Tunde stepped out of 
the car, woke up his sister 
who was fast asleep and 
waited for her to come out 
of the car. Slammed the door 
and waved bye to his dad. 
Anthony sped off.

“Children do not know 
that it takes more than big 
grammar and intentions to 
win election. Out of all these 
current governorship aspi-
rants, I know I have the best 
good command of English 
and that must be an asset. 
Now I cannot stop, I must 
win this election.” He said to 

himself as he made another 
detour to the right.

Anthony drove to his 
friend’s house. Alphonso. 
They strategized with Luke 
and Timothy. It was a crucial 
meeting. Anthony pleaded 

for their support.
“What are friends for? 

Concluded Luke.
With clenched fists 

as if in a show of solidarity 
they all hit one another.

“That reminds me, we 
should not just make that 
sign in vain. This is now a 
serious matter. We actually 
need to have a covenant. A 
proper covenant not to be-
tray one another. Two cov-
enants: firstly that we shall 
not betray Anthony, no 
matter who comes behind to 

bribe us to jettison our friend 
we must refuse, secondly 
that Anthony if you get to 
power you will not abandon 
us. Whatever we have spent 
you will repay us financially 
and otherwise.” Alphonso, 
suggested.

‘What do you mean 
and otherwise,” asked An-
thony.

“I mean with juicy 
positions, such as Board 
of Directors of companies 
and Parastatals, members 
of your cabinet, award of 
contracts, organized trips 
abroad. For instance if you 
are traveling abroad we 
shall be part of your entou-
rage, also if we are inter-
ested in positions of com-
missioners, like Ministry of 
environment or ministry of 
Trade and Commerce. I am 
not interested in those po-
sitions personally but those 
are expected largesse that 
we shall need you to pro-
vide.” Alphonso explained.

“But what if you make 
unreasonable demands? For 
instance you ask me to give 
this group the state secu-
rity vote which is practically 
impossible, what do you 
want me to do? Asked An-
thony with a troubled face 
and mind. Wandering in is 
mind how many people will 
he sign covenants with to 

clench this position. Timo-
thy interrupted his thoughts.

“Gentlemen, Antho-
ny is making a very valid 
point. I support the signing 
of a covenant but we should 
not make any unreasonable 
demands on him or bet-
ter still, we make that the 
third covenant that we shall 
not make unreasonable de-
mands on him. Because it 
will be foolish for us to be 
quarreling when we have 
not yet won the election 
even at the primary level.” 
Looking straight to Antho-
ny, he continued “you need 
not fear. We are your friends 
we are here to help you and 
not to destroy you. Also you 
need to understand that a 
covenant is different from a 
contract. A contract is that if 
I do not fulfill my end you 
are not bound to fulfill your 
end. But covenant is differ-
ent. Covenant is a life com-
mitment to always fulfill 
my part even if the other 
person fails. It is like mar-
riage vows. A marriage vow 
is not a contract it is a cov-
enant. Either party is bound 
to make it work at his or her 
own level. So each party is 
bound to make it happen.” 
Timothy threw more light on 
the issue of covenant. That 
seemed to ease the tension 
in Anthony’s mind.

“But we need to sign 
an oath” Luke said, looking 
from one person to the oth-
er. “A covenant without an 
oath is invalid?” He brought 
out a razor blade. “See, I 
have a blade here we shall 
draw blood from each other 
no matter how small and 
lick it, that is what validates 
the covenant.”

Anthony was fum-
ing and sweating under his 
shirt. What was bothering 
him was not this covenant 
with his friends, it was the 
fact that he was not pre-
pared for what he was enter-
ing into. He was imagining 
all manner of unreasonable 
demands that will be coming 
his way. Can I go through 
this? Up till now his life has 
been relatively easy going. 
Although not a committed 
Christian, he really did not 
believe in all this swearing 
of oath. Now even with his 
childhood friends he is fac-
ing some real behind the 
scene matters that make 
the politician. So all these 
people smiling on television 
go through these mind bu-
gling experiences and they 
pretend all is well. Truly he 
concluded in line with the 
old adage ‘what is behind 
six surpasses Seven.’

TO BE CONTINUE. 

But, she finds herself 
unprepared for the task 
she's faced with when 
a door from her past is 
flung open, spilling se-
crets even she was un-
aware of.

Elder Brandon Ta-
tum is looking forward to 
his new ministerial career 
in the City of Angels and 
the last thing he has time 
for is dealing with his 
feelings when it comes 
to stubborn, golden-eyed 
beauties who haunt his 
dreams.

Meanwhile, Wid-
ower Mason Jenson’s top 
priority is his daughter, 
Vivian. When a near-fatal 
accident jeopardizes her 
livelihood, his search for 
a living donor brings him 
face to face with a beauti-
ful, golden-eyed woman 
who looks oddly familiar.

Expectedly, Viv-
ian’s grandmother, Victo-
ria Branchett, would also 
do anything to ensure 
the health of her grand-
daughter, Vivian. Any-
thing except leave her in 
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BOOKS 

TO THE RESCUE
SAY NO TO CORRUPTION 

-  By Pastor Dele Dada

Show Me (Irresistible Husband)
by Sharon Cooper

My Mind is My 
Masterpiece
by Nekita Shelton

As a Man 
Thinketh
by James Allen

My Beauty For Your Ashes 
(Promises To Zion Book 1)

by Traci Wooden-Carlisle

“You will be the same person in five years as you are today except for the people you meet and the 
books you read” – Charlie Jones

Sometimes, it is at the 
verge of giving up on what 
we seek that answers will 
come and that was the case 
of Colton ‘Cole’ Eubanks be-
cause just when he thought 
finding a wife was out of his 
reach… 

He had a goal of 
building wealth and settling 
down with a special wom-
an before he turns forty, 
but unfortunately, there’s 
no ‘love of his life’ on the 

Four lives con-
nected by one secret.

Some secrets if not 
well handled can termi-
nate one’s career, repu-
tation or even life in the 
speed of light. Paige spent 
nearly a decade working 
through then overcoming 
the traumas of her child-
hood. Now, as a beloved 
elder in her church who 
values her relationship 
with God above all else, 
she is now focused on 
loving herself and looks 
forward to what life has 
in store for her.

horizon, unless he counts 
the one woman who’s 
been starring in his nightly 
dreams—Malaya Radcliff. 

On her part, after be-
ing dependent on other 
people for years, Malaya 
has finally learned to stand 
on her own. There’s only 
one thing she hasn’t been 
able to accomplish—gain 
full custody of her daugh-
ter. Her ex-husband never 
fights fair. His wealth al-
ways wins. This time Ma-
laya’s determined to come 
out on top. 

Drama started when 
Cole, the man she’s been 
secretly in lust with for 
over a year, makes her an 
offer she’d be crazy to re-
fuse, Malaya wants to say 
yes but that will be at the 
expense of her newfound 
independence. Yet, his en-
ticing proposal has her 
thinking—why not? How 
did it play out and what will 
you have her do? 

the hands of the man she 
believes is to blame for 
her daughter’s death.

At this point, you 
may wonder that as the 
years of secrets binding 
these four together be-

gin to unravel, will they 
overcome their anger 
and prejudices to find the 
peace and love they have 
long desired. That is ex-
actly what you need to 
uncover!

Often times we second 
guess our thoughts and ideas 
for fear they aren’t good 
enough to create success. 
This book was written to in-
spire young girls to stretch 
their minds and to believe 
in their identity. The author 
challenges them to take 
risks, and not be afraid of the 
intelligence that lies within. 

It aims to eliminate 
comparisons at an early age 
to instill confidence, self love, 
and long lasting accomplish-
ment, by simply being who 
you were created to be. It 
urged every girl to know that 
you have the power, you are 
smart, and there’s no wrong 
in being yourself and there 
are no limits on where your 
mind can take you. Dream 
big, follow your heart, and 
let your mind be the master-
piece to all that you want to 
achieve. Explore!!!

It is a book that can help 
you manifest the traits and skills 
characteristic of those honor-
able, refined, and successful 
men because since its publica-
tion in 1902, "As a Man Thin-
keth" has set thousands of men 
on the pathway to personal and 
financial growth. Each of the 
aphorisms and quotes in this 
masterclass reveals simple yet 
revelatory techniques that will 
empower you to strengthen 
your character, harness con-
structive thoughts, and create 
the life you've always wanted. 

As Allen himself wrote, 
"As a Man Thinketh" 'shall 
create positive results in daily 
circumstances and actions, 
regardless of the venue—an 
agreeable prospect, one must 
concede!' You desire to tread the 
path of successful men, explore 
this book. 
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YOUTH CORNERYOUTH CORNER
Oluchi Ugoh

“YOUR CHILDREN NEED YOUR PRESENCE MORE THAN YOUR PRESENTS”. – JESSE JACKSON 

Welcome again to the Youth Page. We wish you a Merry Christmas and a happy, healthy 
and prosperous New Year. Please, shop local. Support our advertisers.  

We thank you for your support. See you next year.   
For comments, email: publisher@nigeriancanadiannews.ca

DO YOU KNOW THESE  
FACTS ABOUT 
CANADA?

Can you solve these?

Creepy Crawlies Crossword

ANSWERS ON PG. 24

ANSWERS ON PG. 24

ANSWERS ON PG. 24

Canada is the world leader in uranium min-
ing. Uranium is used in nuclear power plants 
for producing electricity. The largest uranium 
mine of  the world is located at Cigar Lake in 
northern Saskatchewan/Canada. Canada is 
also the largest supplier of  energy, also includ-
ing oil and gas, to the USA

Canada is  the third largest oil reserve holder 
in the world after Venezuela and Saudi Arabia 
and is also the seventh largest producer of  oil.

Canada is fourth biggest producer of  hydro 
electric power - after China, Brazil and the USA.

About half  of  Canada's landmass is covered 
by forest. There are about 180 tree species in 
Canada. Timber is among the main exports of  
the country. Canada is the third most forested 
country in the world.

The longest highway in the world is the 
Trans-Canada Highway which is over 7,604 ki-
lometres (4,725 miles) in length.

Bullying is when you keep 
picking on someone be-
cause you think you’re 
cooler, smarter, stronger or 

better than them.
Bullying is unwanted, aggressive 

behavior among school aged chil-
dren that involves a real or perceived 
power imbalance. The behavior is 
repeated or has the potential to be 
repeated overtime.

Bullying is one of  the largest 
problems in schools, where the per-
centage of  students reporting bully-
ing at least once a week has steadily 
increased since 1999 according to the 
FBI.

Bullying can make kids feel hurt, 
scared, lonely, embarrassed and sad, 
it has the potential of  making one 
fearful, and unwilling to attend school.

A common reason that a kid is 
a bully is because he/she lacks at-
tention from a parent at home and 

lashes out at others for attention. 
Kids also bully because they learn 
the behaviour at home from parents 
who are bullies themselves, are an-
gry or don’t handle conflict well.

So if  you are being bullied what 
do you do?

1. Do not think it’s your fault – it’s 
never your fault  

2. Don’t fight back, or bully a per-
son back – remember fighting is not 
allowed in schools

3. Don’t keep it to yourself  and 
just hope it goes away

4. Don’t skip school or avoid 
school or avoid activities you love 
because you’re afraid of  the bully

5. Don’t be afraid to tell
6. Don’t hurt yourself
What to do
1. Ignore the bully (or bullies) 

if  you can – remember the bully’s 
aim is to upset you and provoke a 
reaction from you, he wants you to 

How do I stop being bullied at school?

I INGORE YOU

cry, yell, cower, be sad cos it makes him feel 
powerful so perhaps if  you ignore him or her, 
he’ll get bored and move on

2. Tell an authority figure who can and 
will help you – once you inform someone 
else, you’re no longer alone in dealing with 
it. So go to your teacher, a counselor, or your 
parents and explain the situation, - once you 
inform someone else, you’re no longer alone 
in dealing with it.

However do this in confidence and not in 
front of  the class so that you’re not labeled a 
tattletaler or a snitch by everyone else.

 
(culled from:   https://www.stompoutbul-

lying.org)

Brother  Tante

Mother/Mum Grand-père 

Son  Fille

Sister  Frère

Aunt  Mère/Maman

Father/Dad Sœur

Grandfather Neveu

Daughter Fils

Nephew  Père/Papa

Niece  Oncle

Cousin  Nièce

Grandmother Cousin(e)

Uncle                     Grand-mère

Match The Correct 
French Words

By Farida Audu
The French Corner – Bonjour

FRENCH IDIOM 
Home is where the 

heart is.
La oú se trouve le coeur, 

lá est la maison. Watch French 
programs (News) 
at least 20-30 
minutes daily.

Read French 
books/newspa-
pers/journals 
daily.

Listen to French 
music daily.

Make effort to 
communicating 
in French lan-
guage

Reminder 
tips on 

learning or 
improving 

your French

FRENCH 
VOCABULARY 

ON LA 
FAMILLE

He’s my son – C’est 

mon fils.

I love my grand-

mother – J’aime ma 

grand-mère.

My Father/dad is 

nice– Mon père/

papa est gentil. 

She’s a girl   – Elle 

est une fille.

My cousin likes to 

eat – Ma cousine 

aime manger. (F)

A B C D E F G H I J K L M 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Can you discover the coded messages?

1)     3 1 14 1 4 1 9 19 1 7 18 5 1 20 3  15  21  14  20  18  25

2)    1 19 9 1 9 19  20 8 5 12 1 18 7 5 19 20 3 15 14 20 9 14 5 14 20 9  14 20   8  5 23 15  18  12  4     

3)   15 20 20 1 23 1  9 19 20 8 5  3 1 16 9 20 1 12  3 1 20 25  15 6  3 1 14 1 4 1

Brother – Frère, 
Son – Fils, 
Sister – Sœur, 
Aunt– Tante, 
Father/dad – Père/Papa, 
Grandfather– Grand- père, 
Daughter – Fille, 
Nephew – Neveu, 
Niece – Nièce, 
Cousin – Cousin(e),
Grandmother – Grand- mère,
Uncle - Oncle

ANSWERS ON PG. 24

I ignore you because I'm sick of  your foul words.
Yes, I'm aware of  your intentions to hurt.

And everytime you walk by,
I turn away and act as if  I were blind.

But I only do this because you hurt me so badly 
inside.

 - Jayceejellies Nov. 2014
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Ghana: Akufo-Addo 
Wins Re-election, 
Mahama Kicks

Battle Lines Drawn as 
DR Congo’s Tshisekedi 
Ends Kabila Coalition

Ivory Coast: President 
Ouattara sworn in for 
3rd term

Morocco, Israel 
Normalise Ties as 
U.S. Shifts on Western 
Sahara

Kenya, United Kingdom 
sign trade agreement

AFRICA

By Stanley Ugagbe

President Nana 
Akufo-Addo of Ghana has 
defeated his arch rival John 
Mahama to secure another 
four-year mandate to lead 
Africa’s biggest gold pro-
ducer.

According to the 
nation’s electoral body, 
Akufo-Addo got 6.73 mil-
lion votes, or 51.6% of val-
id ballots, while his main 
opposition, Mahama of the 
National Democratic Con-
gress, got 47.4%.

Speaking on the af-
termath of the election, 
Akufo-Addo said “My im-
mediate task will be to be-
gin the process of reversing 
the effect Covid-19 has had 
on our economy and on 
our lives”

“Before the pandemic 
struck, Ghana in recent 
years was one of the fast-
est-growing economies in 
the world and, I give you 
my word, we will bring 
back that reputation.”

He succinctly averred 
that “The Ghanaian peo-
ple have made it loud and 
clear that the two parties, 
NPP and NDC, must work 
together especially in par-
liament for the good of the 
country”.

According to local 
report, the 76-year-old in-
cumbent had a solid eco-
nomic record prior to the 
advent of the coronavirus.

In a swift reaction, 

John Mahama rejected and 
tagged the result “fraudu-
lent”.

“I stand before you 
tonight unwilling to accept 
the fictionalised results of a 
flawed election,” he told a 
news conference.

“We will take all legit-
imate steps to reverse this 
tragedy of justice.”

The 62-year-old 
claimed that “numerous 
steps have been taken to 
manipulate the results of 
the election in favour of the 
incumbent.”

“Armed forces fea-
tured heavily as an intimi-
dating measure to reverse 
election results,” Mahama 
said and called on the in-
ternational community “to 
remain engaged in what is 
happening in Ghana and 
to take careful note of the 
current threat that is being 
waged to our democracy.”

As of the time of fil-
ing this report, provision-
al results published by 
the electoral commission 
stated that Akufo-Addo’s 
New Patriotic Party (NPP) 
won 137 seats in parlia-
ment, while Mahama’s Na-
tional Democratic Congress 
(NDC) won 136.

It should be noted 
that Mahama and Akufo-
Addo are long-standing 
rivals and this was their 
third election battle. In 
2012, it was Akufo-Addo 
who contested Mahama’s 
win.

The two parties have 
dominated Ghanaian poli-
tics since 1992, and many 
previous ballots have also 
been close. Candidates 
from ten other smaller par-
ties ran for president, gar-
nering a combined 1% of 
valid votes, according to 
the electoral commission’s 
figures.

By Daniel Forrester

An internal war is 
set to erupt in Democratic 
Republic of Congo as Presi-
dent Félix Tshisekedi has 
ended the 16-month coali-
tion with former president 
Joseph Kabila. 

Local reports have it 
that in a speech in French 
and in the four national 
languages of the country, 
PresidentTshisekedi, with-
out expressly pronouncing 
the falling-out, said that 
according to the aspira-
tion of "the great majority 
of Congolese" whom he 
consulted, the FCC-CACH 
coalition was singled out 
almost unanimously.

"I noted the need to 
end the CACH-FCC Coali-
tion Agreement, seen as 
the main reason behind the 
current blockage," he said.

PresidentTshisekedi 
enumerated several other 
reforms to be carried out at 
the level of the economy, 
politics and security, the 
reform of the army and the 
electoral law.

He said: "So to make 
the envisaged reforms ef-
fective and concrete, the 
current parliamentary ma-
jority having crumbled, a 
new majority is necessary. 
Consequently, I have de-
cided to appoint an infor-
mant, in accordance with 
the provisions of Article 
78, paragraph 2 of the 

Constitution. He will be re-
sponsible for identifying a 
new coalition bringing to-
gether the absolute major-
ity of members in the Na-
tional Assembly. It is with 
this new coalition that the 
government, which will be 
put in place as quickly as 
possible, will conduct its 
action during the remain-
der of the quinquennium, 
according to my vision, in 
order to meet the aspira-
tions of the people."

Also, Tshisekedi 
threatened to dissolve the 
national assembly in case 
he does not get the parlia-
mentary majority he seeks 
to take control of the gov-
ernment. 

The president, who 
according to the constitu-
tion cannot dismiss the 
prime minister, will now 
seek to obtain the resigna-
tion of Sylvestre Ilunga, 
who is a member of the 
opposition, led by Kabila. 

In a swift reaction, 
Néhémie Mwilanya, the 
coordinator of Kabila's 
Common Front for Congo 
(FCC) said the party rejects 
the President's announce-
ments. 

Analysts are of the 
view that the struggle to 
shift the parliamentary 
majority in the national as-
sembly from Kabila's camp 
to that of Tshisekedi, risks 
plunging the country into 
chaos. 

By N.Ugoh

President of Ivory 
Coast, Alassane Ouattara 
has been sworn into office 
for a 3rd term.

Ouattara had in the 
ceremony that took place 
at the presidential palace 
in the presence of several 
African heads of state, 
French Foreign Minister 
Jean Yves Le Drian and 
former French President 
Nicolas Sarkozy, pledged 
to put reconciliation at the 
center of his priorities.

The President, in his 
speech vowed to improve 
the living conditions of 
Ivorians, to develop hu-
man capital, and to further 
reduce poverty.

Pledging to make 
Ivory Coast respectful of 
human rights, Ouattara 
condemned the violence 

which took place during 
and after the Oct. 31 pres-
idential election. He said 
the "serious acts must not 
go unpunished."

"No one is above the 
law. The lives of Ivorians 
must not be sacrificed to 
feed political ambitions. 
Respect for our constitu-
tion and institutions is the 
only guarantee of peace," 
he added.

He averred that he 
will put reconciliation at 
the center of his priorities 
through the creation of a 
ministry in charge of rec-
onciliation in the coming 
days.

According to him, 
the ministry "will have the 
mission of making an as-
sessment of government 
actions, with the aim of 
strengthening national co-
hesion and reconciliation."

In this regard, Ouat-
tara said he has instructed 
Prime Minister Hamed 
Bakayoko to resume dis-
cussions with opposition 
political parties which 
until now have not recog-
nized his re-election.

It should be noted 
that the opposition boy-
cotted the election to 

protest the candidacy of 
Alassane Ouattara for a 
third term they consider 
unconstitutional. 

Quattara eventu-
ally won the election for 
a third term with 94.27%, 
the Independent Electoral 
Commission said.

According to official 
figures, violent protests 
that followed the elec-
tions, boycotted by the 
opposition, claimed 87 
lives and injured hundreds 
others. 

As of the time of fil-
ing this report, the gov-
ernment said 197 people 
have been put under ju-
dicial proceedings in the 
West African country in 
relation to the violence.

Quattara was first 
elected in 1999. 

By N.Ugoh

African nation, Ke-
nya and the United King-
dom have formally signed a 
trade agreement.

The event which took 
place in London had Trade 
cabinet secretary Betty Mai-
na sign on behalf of Kenya 
while international trade 
minister Ranil Jayawardena 
signed on behalf of the UK.

It was disclosed that 
the trade deal will enable 
Kenyan exporters to contin-
ue accessing the UK market 
under a duty free, quota-
free arrangement.

The deal specifically 
touches on fresh veg-
etables, coffee, tea and cut 
flowers although it could 
be expanded in the future 
to include textile, livestock 
and fish, according to Nai-
robi.

It should be noted that 
the UK market accounts for 
43% of total exports of veg-
etables from Kenya as well 
as at least 9% of cut flowers

According to reports, 
both sides were eager to 
agree a deal before Britain 
formally exits the European 
Union (EU) on December 

31.
Speaking on the de-

velopment, UK’s Interna-
tional Trade Minister Ranil 
Jayawardena said “I am 
delighted that today we 
have signed a trade agree-
ment with Kenya. This 
deal makes sure businesses 
have the certainty they 
need to continue trading 
as they do now, supporting 
jobs and livelihoods in both 
our countries”.

Records have it that 
Kenya’s top exports to the 
UK include tea, coffee, veg-
etables and flowers.

The east African 
country mostly imports 
machinery, electronics and 
technical equipment from 
London.

Official records have it 
that Trade between the two 
countries reached $1.8bn in 
2019.

According to reports, 
the deal will become opera-
tional once the national as-
semblies of both countries 
ratify it. It includes clauses 
that allow other East Af-
rican Community states 
(Uganda, Tanzania and 
Rwanda) to join in the fu-
ture.

By N.Ugoh

In what has been 
adjudged a historic de-
velopment, Morocco is 
set to resume relations 
with Israel - and the 
United States has grant-
ed a key concession on 
Western Sahara.

According to re-
ports, Moroccan King 
Mohammed VI an-
nounced that his coun-
try would "resume of-
ficial contacts... and 
diplomatic relations with 
minimal delay" with Is-
rael, while Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu hailed the 
agreement as "historic". 

As part of the 
agreement, US Presi-
dent Donald Trump has 
agreed to recognise Mo-
rocco's sovereignty over 
the Western Sahara, 
where a decades-old ter-
ritorial dispute has pit-
ted Morocco against the 
Algeria-backed Polisa-
rio Front, a breakaway 

movement that seeks to 
establish an independent 
state in the territory. 

Another HISTORIC 
breakthrough today! 
Our two GREAT friends 
Israel and the Kingdom 
of Morocco have agreed 
to full diplomatic rela-
tions – a massive break-
through for peace in the 
Middle East!” Trump 
tweeted.

In a swift reaction, 
the Polisario Front con-
demned the US decision, 
while a United Nations 
spokesman responded 
that its position on the 
region was "unchanged". 

It would be recalled 
that the UN brokered a 
ceasefire in 1991 on the 
condition that an inde-
pendence referendum be 
held in 1992. Morocco 
later blocked that vote 
and subsequent attempts 
to set up replacement 
polls. It was gathered 
that UN peacekeepers 
still monitor the fragile 
truce in the region.
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World Bank approves 
$1.5 billion loan 
for Nigeria

Somalia cuts 
diplomatic ties 
with Kenya 

United States Attorney General Resigns

Cyberattack confirmed by US government

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

By Stanley Ugagbe 

United States Attor-
ney General William Barr 
has announced his resig-
nation, ending a tenure in 
which the President Don-
ald Trump loyalist carried 
the administration's "law 
and order" message but 
ultimately dealt the most 
credible blow to Trump's 
unfounded claims that the 
2020 election was littered 
with fraud.

Barr’s departure was 
disclosed by Trump on Twit-
ter moments after counting 
in the Electoral College put 
President-elect Joe Biden 
over the 270 votes needed 
to formally secure the presi-
dency.

The President framed 
Barr's departure as amicable 
despite escalating tensions 
between the both of them 
had burst recently into pub-
lic view.

In a tweet, Trump 
wrote "Just had a very nice 
meeting with Attorney Gen-
eral Bill Barr at the White 
House. Our relationship has 
been a very good one, he 
has done an outstanding 
job! As per letter, Bill will be 
leaving just before Christ-
mas to spend the holidays 
with his family".

"Deputy Attorney 
General Jeff Rosen, an 
outstanding person, will 
become Acting Attorney 

General. Highly respected 
Richard Donoghue will be 
taking over the duties of 
Deputy Attorney General. 
Thank you to all!"

Local Newspapers re-
ported that over the past 
several months aides have 
discouraged Trump from 
firing Barr. The President 
seemed to find a compro-
mise way of seeing Barr out 
by tweeting about his "very 
good" relationship with 
him.

Aides had noted that 
two men's relationship was 
not very good. Trump had 
earlier told officials in a 
meeting he wanted to fire 
Barr.

Yet, a White House 
official said Barr was not 
forced out or fired. "He 
wasn't asked to resign," the 
official said, insisting there 
were no fireworks during 
the meeting between Trump 
and Barr on Monday after-

noon. "It was a very ami-
cable meeting."

In his resignation let-
ter, Barr averred that allega-
tions of voter fraud would 
continue to be reviewed, 
despite affirming earlier 
this month there had been 
no widespread evidence of 
widespread fraudulent vot-
ing. He also praised the 
President for persisting de-
spite what he described as 
relentless political opposi-
tion.

"Your record is all the 
more historic because you 
accomplished it in the face 
of relentless, implacable re-
sistance," Barr wrote.

"No tactic, no matter 
how abusive and deceitful, 
was out of bounds," Barr 
went on. "The nadir of this 
campaign was the effort to 
cripple, if not oust, your ad-
ministration with frenzied 
and baseless accusations of 
collusion with Russia."

U.S. Attorney General William Barr

By Daniel Forrester

The United States 
government has con-
firmed that its comput-
er networks had been 
stormed by a cyberattack. 
This confirmation came at 
a time when Washington 
Post reported that a mini-
mum of  two departments 
had been targeted by Rus-
sian state hackers.

While talking to AFP, 
Cybersecurity and Infra-
structure Security Agen-
cy's spokesperson said: 
“We have been working 
closely with our agency 
partners regarding recent-

ly discovered activity on 
government networks.

“CISA is providing 
technical assistance to 
affected entities as they 
work to identify and miti-
gate any potential com-
promises.”

According to The 
Post, the hacks were con-
nected to a recent attack 
on cybersecurity firm, 
FireEye, which disclosed 
its defenses were hit by 
sophisticated attackers 
that stole tools that were 
used to test customers’ 
computer systems.

FireEye however re-
vealed it suspected the 

attack was sponsored by 
the state.

Also, US media re-
ports said the FBI was 
investigating a group that 
is working for the Rus-
sian foreign intelligence 
service, SVR, and that 
breaches had been hap-
pening for months.

While talking about 
the government's aware-
ness of the reports, the 
National Security Council 
spokesman, John Ullyot 
said: “The United States 
government is aware of 
these reports and we are 
taking all necessary steps 
to identify and remedy 
any possible issues relat-
ed to this situation.”

The embassy of Rus-
sia has denied any in-
volvement in the alleged 
attacks. In a statement 
issued by the embassy on 
its official Facebook page, 
the embassy wrote: “Ma-
licious activities in the 
information space contra-
dicts the principles of the 
Russian foreign policy, 
national interests and our 
understanding of inter-
state relations.

“Russia does not 
conduct offensive op-
erations in the cyber do-
main.”

By N.Ugoh

World Bank has 
finally given its ap-
proval to Nigeria’s re-
quest for $1.5 billion 
loan. The loan is ex-
pected to strenghten 
Nigeria's economy.

In a statement 
released recently, the 
Bank said the loan 
facility is a five-year 
Country Partnership 
Framework (CPF) 
that will be fully re-
paid by 2024. 

While talking 
about the develop-
ment, World Bank 
Country Director for 
Nigeria, Shubham 
Chaudhuri said: “This 
Country Partnership 
Framework will guide 
our engagement for 
the next 5 years in 

supporting the Gov-
ernment of Nigeria’s 
strategic priorities by 
taking a phased and 
adaptive approach.

“This country 
partnership frame-
work will guide our 
engagement for the 
next five years in 
supporting the gov-
ernment of Nigeria’s 
strategic priorities 
by taking a phased 
and adaptive ap-

proach.
“To realize its 

long-term potential, 
the country has to 
make tangible prog-
ress on key challeng-
es and pursue some 
bold reforms. Our en-
gagement will focus 
on supporting Nige-
ria’s efforts to reduce 
poverty and promote 
sustained private 
sector-led growth.”

The Board of 
Directors of World 
Bank approved the 
$1.5 billion for two 
projects. The projects 
are Nigeria Covid-19 
Action Recovery and 
Economic Stimulus 
and the State Fiscal 
Transparency, Ac-
countability and Sus-
tainability Program 
for Results (SFTAS).

Shubham Chaudhuri

By N.Ugoh

The government of 
Somalia has announced 
that it will withdraw its 
diplomats from Kenya and 
has given Kenyan diplo-
mats seven days to leave 
Mogadishu.

Disclosing the de-
velopment, Information 
minister Osman Abukar 
Dubbe said Somali's Mog-
adishu-based government 
was recalling its diplomat-
ic staff from Kenya and 
was giving Kenyan diplo-
mats seven days to leave 
Somalia. 

Local reports have it 
that the Minister did not 
specify the reason for the 
latest rift between Moga-
dishu and Nairobi but ac-
cused Kenya's "current 
leadership" of carry out 
"recurring outright" inter-
ference in Somalia, while 
describing the people of 
Kenya as "peace-loving." 

It would be recalled 
that earlier on, Mogadishu 
expelled Kenya's ambas-
sador and recalled its own 

ambassador from Nairobi. 
Potentially lucrative 

oil and gas deposits lie off 
the coast of Jubbaland. 

As of the time of fil-
ing this report, Kenya's 
government, which was 
yet to respond to the de-
velopment, had in early 
2019 recalled its ambassa-
dor after Mogadishu decid-
ed to auction oil and gas 
blocks. Those severed ties 
were restored in November 
last year. 

Kenyan foreign min-
istry spokesman Cyrus 
Oguna noted that Kenya 
had been "very kind" in 
accommodating some 
200,000 Somalis at refu-
gee camps. 

"We have a lot of 
commonality between 
these two countries," said 
Oguna. 

Somalia tense despite 
peacekeeping forces 

It is imperative to 
note that bedeviled by 
warfare since the early 
1990s, Somalia's Moga-
dishu-based government, 
with backing from African 
Union-led peacekeeping 

forces as well as 700 US 
troops has clawed back 
swathes of land from al 
Shabaab insurgents. 

On their part, Ke-
nya is a major contributor 
of troops to the African 
Union-led force, AMISOM. 

Local reports have it 
that bombers have struck 
repeatedly in Mogadishu, 
however, including a fatal 
attack at a restaurant near 
the Somali capital's police 
academy on November 
17.
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SPORTS

Anthony Joshua 
knocks out Kubrat 
Pulev as boxing fans 
crave for Joshua vs 
Fury fight

History as Sarah Fuller 
becomes 1st woman 
to score in Power Five 
football game

Canada Soccer reacts after 
Davies, Huitema targeted 
by racists on social media

Volunteer Adekanmi 
Abayomi wins BBC 
Sport NI’s 2020 Unsung 
Hero Award

By Tunde Ajibode

Adekanmi Abayomi, 
an asylum seeker who 
came from Nigeria has 
emerged BBC Sport NI’s 
2020 Unsung Hero Award 
winner. The Nigerian won 
the award as a result of his 
active work in encourag-
ing people from ethnic mi-
norities to engage in sport 
through his Ethnic Minority 
Sports Organisation North-
ern Ireland group (EMSO-
NI).

Kanmi is highly pas-
sionate about how sport 
can aid integration of ethnic 
minorities in communities.

Also, he is a qualified 
football coach, handball 
coach and referee.

He will represent 
Northern Ireland as a mem-
ber of the 15 regional final-
ists for the overall Unsung 
Hero Award when the win-
ner will be announced live 
on BBC One on December 
20.

While talking about 
the award he won, he said: 
“I really didn’t expect this 
award. It came as a shock 
to me, so I am really excited 
and happy about it. This 
will be in my memory for a 
long time.”

Adekanmi works all 
over Northern Ireland by 
encouraging and promoting 
the significance of sport at 
grassroot level. He also in-
spires others to take part in 
sports and help curb racial 
inequality in sport.

He teaches people 

walking football two times 
a week and facilitated the 
establishment of the Walk-
ing Football Federation 
which now has two teams 
from ethnic minority back-
grounds in Northern Ire-
land.

One of the highly suc-
cessful initiatives put in 
place by Adekanmi hap-
pens to be the 2019 North-
ern Ireland Confederations 
Cup, a football tournament 
that brought together teams 
from 12 communities in 
Northern Ireland.

By involving in EM-
SONI, he had the opportu-
nity to encourage people 
of different ages and back-
grounds to participate in 
sport.

While talking further, 
he said: “The attitude of 
helping society has always 
been part of me.

“My purpose here in 
Northern Ireland through 
sport is to help my com-
munity to break barriers to 
sport participation, and to 
see how we can address ra-
cial inequalities in sport.

“It is important that 
we use sport in moving so-
ciety forward. Sport has a 
lot to do in terms of chang-
ing society for better.”

Adekanmi organised 
the first Ethnic Minority 
Sports Leadership Summit 
in 2019 and he was ap-
pointed to the board of the 
Northern Ireland Sport and 
Human Rights Forum.

By Tunde Ajibode

Nigerian-born An-
thony Joshua knocked out 
Kubrat Pulev in the ninth 
round of their world heavy-
weight championship fight 
at The SSE Arena, Wemb-
ley, recently.

Pulev was heavily 
floored by Joshua on three 
occasions, two times in the 
final round and Joshua end-
ed the fight by retaining his 
IBF, WBA and WBO titles.

This great perfor-
mance from Joshua would 
have triggered the atten-
tion of Tyson Fury as they 
are still on a collision course 
in deciding an undisputed 
champion in 2021.

Fury currently holds 
the only major belt outside 
the reach of Joshua and a 
fight between them is ex-
pected to be the biggest 
match in world boxing. 
Joshua moved a step closer 
to making the fight a reality 
after he knocked out Pulev.

Joshua's first fight af-
ter avenging an unexpected 
defeat to Andy Ruiz Jr in 
2019 would have ended in 
the third round had if Pu-
lev did not possess a great 
determination to continue 
when he fell, but he could 
not escape the eventual 
knockout.

When the punches 
started flying agaib, Joshua 
produced a series of jabs 
and was clipped back by 
Pulev with a left hook.

During the third 

round, Joshua smashed Pu-
lev with a well-timed right 
hand that hurt Pulev and 
forced the referee to make a 
standing count.

Due to his despration 
for knockout, he hunted 
Pulev and delivered a bru-
tal series of uppercuts and 
hooks which toppled Pulev 
but he unexpectedly sur-
vived to the bell and threw 
an illegal shot that sput-
tered through Joshua's face.

With bulging eyes, 
Joshua stared a hole 
through Pulev and con-
versed with him as the next 
round was about to start.

In the seventh round, 
Joshua produced three con-
secutive uppercuts that hurt 
his challenger but still, Pu-
lev did not give up.

Pulev delivered his 
best punch, a straight right 
hand, in the eighth round 
but Joshua wrapped up the 
fight in the ninth with an-
other brutal uppercut that 
fell Pulev for the second 
time.

Still Pulev stood up 
but the fight ended when 
Joshua's right hand sent 
him flying backwards and 
cut his lip bloodily.

Boxing fans around 
the world now craves 
for Joshua vs Fury fight. 
Though they have other 
challengers like Deontay 
Wilder and Oleksandr Usyk 
circling, the two champions 
putting all heavyweight 
belts on the line would be 
historic.

By Tunde Ajibode

Canada Soccer has 
condemned the racist 
comments hauled at Ca-
nadian national team stars 
Alphonso Davies and Jor-
dyn Huitema on social 
media.

In a social media 
post, the Canadian gov-

erning body said “Canada 
Soccer stands firm against 
racism and discrimination 
of any kind both in the 
game and within all of our 
communities around the 
world

“We are both disap-
pointed and appalled with 
the hateful comments re-

By Tunde Ajibode

Sarah Fuller has made 
history as the first woman 
to score in a Power Five 
conference football game, 
cleanly kicking a pair of ex-
tra points for Vanderbilt in a 
42-17 loss to Tennessee in 
a recent match.

It was gathered that 
the goalkeeper for Vander-
bilt's Southeastern Con-
ference women's soccer 
champs made both of her 
kicks, to the cheers of her 
teammates and family.

Speaking after the 
game, Fuller said "This 
whole time has been if I can 
do it, if I'm good enough to 
do it"

"It wasn't if I was a girl 
or not. So that's something 
I've really appreciated. At 
the end of the day, they 
treated me like an athlete 
and that's the best I could 
ask for."

Local reports have it 
that Fuller got her historic 
chance with 1:50 left in the 
first quarter.

Listed second out of 
three available kickers on 
the depth chart, Fuller came 

out to try the extra point. 
The 6-foot-2 senior put the 
ball through the uprights to 
tie the game at 7 and cel-
ebrated by pulling her fist in 
before slapping high-fives 
with teammates.

Centre judge Chris 
Garner made sure to give 
Fuller the ball, the official 
bringing it to her at the 
sideline.

Vanderbilt gave Fuller 
another chance with 7:22 
left in the game. Ken Seals 
hit Ben Bresnahan with a 
16-yard TD pass, and Fuller 
went back out. She kicked 
the extra point through as 
the Commodores closed to 
35-17.

Speaking about Fuller 
Tennessee coach Jeremy 
Pruitt said "She's obviously 
a winner". 

"And she walked up 
there and kicked it right 
through. So I just think it 
says a whole lot about her 
and really, kind of her forti-
tude to be brave enough to 
go do this."

It’s imperative to note 
that no woman before Full-
er had appeared in an SEC 
game or for any Power Five 
team. 

cently made to members 
of our national teams 
through social media.

“Share love not hate 
and work together for a 
better word. #NoToRa-
cism.”

It was gathered that 
a photo of Davies, who is 
Black, and Huitema, who 
is white, on Instagram 
while enjoying a vacation 

in Spain drew more than 
14,000 comments includ-
ing some that were offen-
sive.

National team coach-
es Bev Priestman and John 
Herdman also weighed in.

In her reaction, Ca-
nadian women's coach 
Priestman said she was 
“absolutely disgusted” at 
the racist comments.

On his part, Herd-
man, coach of the men's 
squad, added in a tweet: 
“We see the best in hu-
man nature from Alphon-
so/Jordyn, two kids I've 
worked with and then the 
worst with the moronic 
comments from the small 
minority of humans that 
will just never get it."

Davies, 20, is a star 

fullback with Bayern Mu-
nich. Huitema, 19, is a 
forward with Paris Saint-
Germain.

In a subsequent 
post, Huitema said “We 
will never see good in 
the world if all we see is 
the colour of each other's 
skin,” adding that “We are 
all part of one race, the 
human race.”
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University of Toronto’s Ikran Jama, 
Jeffery Fasegha named 
Rhodes Scholars

4 ways for retirees 
to get involved in the 
community

A NEW WORLD, 
IT SEEMS

POEM

The sun sees a strange and changed earth,
It scared, nearly tracked away in its Orine Spur.
The moon tingles at the new glitches,  
Almost frightened away from its orbit.

It seems a new world is born,
We all look like staggering strangers. 
I am not the same man I used to be,
Maybe, you aren’t too, like all others.

Our fears and uncertainty continue,
In our daily troubled and bizarre universe, 
Ignored, mistreated, disordered and distorted,
Maybe, it is weak and dying steadily.

All scared of the vaccine, youth and old,
In a world of skepticism and anticipation. 
Doctrines of fear and mistrust in our divided world, 
Seems we’re all victims of the unknown.

The world in the state of confusion,
Maybe we are in total dereliction.
Covid-19 absolutely raged over the world,
I hope its terrifying nuisance dies soon.

In solitude, we are all at a distance,
Hiding away in our troubled minds.
I hope it becomes a part of chronicles,  
Looking ahead to a day I will be free.

Written by:
Kolapo Abdul, kolapoems@gmail.com

Kolapo (Kola) Abdul

(NC) COVID-19 has had 
a significant impact on retire-
ment homes across the prov-
ince, leaving many seniors 
thinking about how they can 
give back to those around 
them. While it may seem 
difficult to get involved right 
now, there are ways you can 
make a positive difference in 
your retirement community.

Share your passion
Your unique skills and 

interests can bring joy and 
support to others. Why not 
spread your musical talents 
through video or audio, start 
a virtual film club, or share 
your travelogues in a digital 
album? Sharing your passion 
can help keep your commu-
nity engaged, fight feelings of 
loneliness and create lasting 
friendships. 

Create a connection
Many seniors in your 

home may feel lonely or iso-
lated by physical distancing 
measures. To help maintain 
social connections, reach out 
to a friend in another home 

by picking up the phone or 
having a video call to check 
in on how they’re feeling.

Get involved
Consider reaching out 

to local organizations in your 
community to ask how you 
and your fellow residents can 
get involved. If your home 
has a residents’ council, this 
is another great way to get to-
gether to plan activities, share 
ideas, talents and wisdom 
and develop helpful sugges-
tions for the  home.

Spread the positivity
If you’ve had the op-

portunity to give back, share 
the news with friends, family 
and your retirement commu-
nity. Your efforts may inspire 
others to think about how 
they can make a difference 
and prompt them to get in-
volved where they are.

Find more information 
about how to get involved in 
your retirement community 
and learn about residents’ 
councils from the Retirement 
Homes Regulatory Authority.

By Stanley Ugagbe

University of To-
ronto’s Ikran Jama and 
Jeffrey Fasegha who 
are of African descent 
are among 11 Canadi-
ans to receive a Rhodes 
scholarship to study at 
the University of Ox-
ford next year, authori-
ties announced.

Ikran is completing 
a double major in Crim-
inology & Socio-legal 
Studies and Interna-
tional Relations with a 
minor in African Stud-
ies at Victoria College. 
Ikran is the two-term 
President of the Arts 
and Science Students’ 
Union, where she ad-
vocates on behalf of 
over 27,000 students. 
A current mentor for 
Somali youth and pre-
vious fellow at the 
Mosaic Institute, Ikran 
is passionate about 
amplifying the voices 
of marginalized and 
underrepresented com-
munities. A proud So-
mali-Canadian, Ikran is 
interested in research-
ing how the law affects 
the lives of immigrant 
and refugee youth. She 
hopes to one day apply 
her studies to advance 
criminal justice reforms 
at home and abroad. 

Speaking on the 
development, Jama 
said “As the daughter 
of refugees, it’s hard 
to put into words how 
much this means to 
me, my family and my 
community”.

“I’m overjoyed, 
grateful and honoured 
to have this award re-
flect the culmination 

of sacrifices, care and 
compassion given by 
those who raised and 
guided me.”

“I’ve had to over-
come a lot of barri-
ers to even get to this 
stage in my studies and 
this award is a sign to 
me and anyone in the 
same position that we 
can always achieve in-
credible things,” Jama 
said.

At Oxford, Ikran 
seeks to continue ex-
ploring the relation-
ships between mi-
gration and the law 
through studies in 
Criminology & Criminal 
Justice.

On his part, Jef-
frey graduated with 
High Distinction from 
the Faculty of Arts & 
Science in June with a 
bachelor of commerce 
degree in finance from 
Rotman Commerce 
with minors in psychol-
ogy and economics. 
He is passionate about 
entrepreneurship and 
using innovation as a 
tool for economic and 
social development, 

particularly in his birth 
country of Nigeria. At 
U of T, Jeffrey led in-
dependent research on 
social enterprises in 
the Nigerian energy in-
dustry and led several 
initiatives to increase 
equity for marginal-
ized groups. Outside of 
the classroom, Jeffrey 
enjoys playing his gui-
tar, and writing poetry. 
A former top Junior A 
hockey draft pick, he 
is also an avid hockey 
fan. 

He said “It is an 
absolute honour, I 
thank God for the op-
portunity to further 
my research into how 
we can use innovation 
as a tool to solve our 
most pressing prob-
lems. I’m immensely 
grateful to my fam-
ily, my friends and to 
the university for their 
support throughout the 
process. It truly takes a 
village.

“As I begin this 
new chapter in my life, 
I remember fondly the 
many kind people I’ve 
met at U of T and the 

good times we’ve had – 
with a special shout out 
to the Black Rotman 
Commerce community 
and the professors who 
changed my life.”

At Oxford, Jeffrey 
plans to further his 
studies on the innova-
tion economy in an Af-
rican context.

The 11 Canadian 
Rhodes Scholars join a 
class of more than 100 
students from more 
than 60 countries to re-
ceive the scholarship to 
study at the University 
of Oxford next year. 
Since it was estab-
lished in 1903, nearly 
8,000 Rhodes Schol-
ars – including more 
than 1,000 Canadians 
– have gone on to es-
tablish themselves in 
careers that range from 
government and busi-
ness to the arts, edu-
cation and research, 
among others.

University of To-
ronto President Meric 
Gertler congratulated 
the two scholars.

“We are all in-
credibly proud of Ikran 
and Jeffrey, our new-
est Rhodes Scholars,” 
President Gertler said.

“Through their 
record of scholarly 
achievement, leader-
ship and social en-
gagement, they are an 
inspiration to all mem-
bers of the University 
of Toronto community. 
We look forward to 
hearing about their ac-
complishments in the 
years to come.”

Speaking on the 
development, dean 
of the Faculty of Arts 
& Science, Melanie 
Woodin said “This is 
wonderful news for 
these two exceptional 
students”

“Ikran and Jef-
frey both possess the 
qualities that define a 
Rhodes Scholar – aca-
demic excellence, char-
acter, leadership and a 
commitment to mak-
ing the world a better 
place – and have con-
tributed to the Faculty 
in remarkable ways. I 
am so proud and ex-
cited for them to have 
received this honour.”
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Canadians working from home could be 
eligible for new tax deduction

Anti-racism task force calls for end to 
racial profiling in all Quebec police forces

By N.Ugoh

The Canada Revenue 
Agency has adjusted the 
rules in a bid to make mil-
lions of Canadians who 
are currently working from 
home eligible for a tax de-
duction.

Under the new rules, 
Canadians that spent over 50 
percent of their time working 
from home over a period of a 
minimum of four consecutive 
weeks in 2020 due to the 
pandemic are now eligible for 
the deduction.

Qualified employees 
that opt for the deduction can 
claim $2 for every day they 
worked from home during 
the period and any other days 

they worked from home ow-
ing to the pandemic, up to at 
most of $400. Their employ-
ers however  will not have to 
sign any special form.

Over one person at the 
same address can also claim 
the tax deduction in as much 
as each one qualifies for it.

Though the temporary 
simplified deduction is appli-
cable to the 2020 tax year, a 
lot of Canadian workers have 
been informed they can work 
from home for many more 
months. Officials of CRA have 
said they expected the num-
ber of people who work from 
home to increase in the future 
but they have not yet decided 
whether the simplified deduc-
tion will continue next year.

Canadians that claim 
the simplified work from 
home tax deduction won't 
be able to claim expenses 
that are related to using their 
vehicles for work while those 
with larger claims for home 
office expenses can use the 
existing method to claim a 
deduction.

The CRA has also ex-
panded the list of expenses 
that qualify for the detailed 
working-from-home deduc-
tion and will accept home 
internet access fees as a de-
duction.

According to Statistics 
Canada's survey, 2.4 million 
Canadians that don't normal-
ly work from home did so in 
October. In mid-April, during 

the height of the pandemic 
induced lockdown, Statistics 
Canada reported that 3.3 mil-
lion Canadians had started 
working from home due to 
COVID-19.

Revenue Minister Di-
ane LeBouthillier revealed 
in a statement that the de-
ductions would be easier to 
claim by the short-term flat 
rate method of claiming the 
working-from-home deduc-
tion and the calculator.

She wrote: "The gov-
ernment of Canada remains 
committed to helping Cana-
dians cope with the impacts 
of the COVID-19 pandemic 
by making the home ex-
penses deduction more ac-
cessible and easier to claim."

By Marcel Chukuka

Quebec’s anti-racism 
task force has proposed 
that random police stops 
should be banned for all of 
province's police forces and 
patrol units should include 
social workers who can de-
escalate tensions during in-
terventions.

Delineating on the 
development, Junior health 
minister Lionel Carmant 
and Immigration Minister 
Nadine Girault, members 
of the task force created by 
Premier Francois Legault in 
June, admitted that despite 
years of reports and recom-
mendations on fighting rac-
ism, there have been few 
results. 

Speaking to reporters, 
Girault said "What we are 
presenting today, are finally, 
concrete and coherent ac-
tions" 

"Never has there been 
such a firm will to act and, 
above all, to do all the nec-
essary monitoring so that 
we can measure the effects 

of these actions."
Legault while creat-

ing the task force promised 
his government would take 
more concrete action to fight 
racism than any previous 
provincial government. He 
and his cabinet maintained, 
however, that although rac-
ism exists in Quebec, sys-
temic racism does not.

Carmant and Girault, 
who are Black, disclosed 
that they have both been 
victims of racism but they 
also said Quebec is one of 
the most welcoming and tol-
erant places in the world.

Carmant said ex-
pressed optimism that all 
his task force's recommen-
dations will be taken up 
by the Quebec government 
within the next two years. 
And in order to ensure that 
happens, the task force 
recommended Quebec cre-
ate the position of an anti-
racism minister, who will be 
responsible for overseeing 
the implementation of the 
recommendations and to 
evaluate their results.

Girault said "It will be 
their job to tap on the fingers 
of those who do not do their 
job and to make sure to rec-
ognize those who do it well". 

While stating that it 
should be enshrined into 
law that police cannot stop 
people on the street or in a 
car without a clear motive, 
Carmant said "For the arrest 
to take place, it will take a 
clear reason on the part of 
the police and they must in-
form the citizen at the time 
of the arrest".

According to him, 
this measure will "consider-
ably reduce" racial profiling 
by police. Montreal's police 
force announced a similar 
policy over the summer, but 
it didn't cover traffic stops.

It would be recalled 
that in August, the Public 
Security Department re-
leased guidelines on police 
stops to ensure they are not 
random, unfounded, or dis-
criminatory. 

Carmant said those 
policies didn't have the force 
of law, and he recommend-
ed the police code of conduct 
be amended to require that 
officers adhere to his task 
force's recommendations on 
stops.

He said "The task force 
also recommends that social 
workers be incorporated into 
police forces," adding that 
"This will allow the de-es-
calation of many situations 
that are based on percep-
tions or on prejudices."
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YOUTH CORNER ANSWERS

Can you solve these? 

Can you discover the coded messages?

Creepy Crawlies Crossword

Solution to No 1:      
(10 + 5) – (7 –  4) = 15 – 3 = 12     
Answers to the others:     
2. =3;   3. = 26;   4. = 10;   5. = 9;  
6. = 27;  7. =14;    8. = 66;   9. = 0;

ANSWERS: 
1. CANADA  IS    A     GREAT COUNTRY

2. ASIA  IS    THE  LARGEST  CONTINENT 
    IN    THE     WORLD

3. OTTAWA  IS    THE  CAPITAL   
CITY      OF       CANADA

Across 
2. Butterfly
5. Grasshopper
7. Ant
9. Ladybird
11. Centipede

Down
2. Weevil
3. Earthworm
4. Spider
6. Snail
8. Wasp
10. Bee

While announcing Quebec's taskforce against racism's 
recommendations, Quebec Junior Health Minister Lionel Carmant said 

he has been a victim of police racial profiling. (Graham Hughes/The 
Canadian Press)

habits affect how you 
relate with others and 
navigate the political 
environment. The way 
you act under pressure 
and stress accentuates 
these attributes and, if 
not managed properly, is 
a potential detractor on 
your quest to fit in and 
influence your colleagues 
to work with you.  

Your ability to be 
and stay in touch with 
your inner self and self-
manage enable you to 
understand what others 
are going through and 
helps you remain present 
when interacting with 
colleagues who are them-
selves undergoing tre-
mendous stress and pres-
sure. This will also help 
you avoid burnout due to 
long periods of stress and 
anxiety. 

By listening at-
tentively with empathy, 
compassion, and without 
judgment – not merely 
waiting for an opportu-
nity to speak – you create 
an open, inclusive envi-
ronment free from biases, 
harassment and discrimi-
nation that draws people 
to you and makes you. 

This leads to posi-
tive perceptions about 
you as a team player and 
someone people gravi-
tate to when they need 
someone to work with on 
special projects and other 
cross functional tasks 
and activities. 

Tip 4 - Become a 
Trusted Advisor

To achieve this sta-
tus, you need to develop 
a reputation as some-
one with integrity. Your 
word has to literally be 
your bond. People need 
to see your transparency 
and lack of ulterior mo-
tive to believe and take 
you at face value when it 
comes to providing ideas 
and solutions to col-
leagues. Salespeople are 
unfortunately negatively 
stereotyped with many 
unsavory attributes 
that are antithetical to 
those needed to become 
a Trusted Advisor.  You 
have to show that you 
are sincere through your 
words, actions and the 
delivering commitments 
to which you had agreed.  

Tip 5 - Network 
Strategically

This cannot be over-
stated. Do not wait until 
you need something from 
a colleague before you 
connect with them. Be 
open to working on dif-
ferent tasks, helping oth-
ers and asking for help, 
too. The latter is often 
overlooked and wrongly 

perceived as a sign of 
weakness or worse, in-
competence. The benefit 
of asking for help is that it 
allows people to do some-
thing for you and makes 
them feel better about 
themselves at the same 
time. You will be amazed 
at how much people want 
to help. 

LinkedIn and other 
social media platforms 
are also good places to 
network. Connect with 
your peers and senior col-
leagues. Maintain your 
visibility on the appropri-
ate social media platform 
and ensure that your 
posts and other activities 
will not be embarrassing 
or cast your employer in 
a negative light. 

Within most or-
ganizations, there are 
some Employee Resource 
Groups (ESG) that are 
great places to connect 
with other colleagues. 
These are social commu-
nities run by employees 
based on shared identity 
or experience or some 
other unifying theme that 
are designed to provide 
support to employees in 
terms of their personal 
and professional goals 
within the organiza-
tion, including deepening 
your understanding and 
knowledge of the culture 
and the key stakeholders.    

In conclusion, al-
ways remember to main-
tain a healthy work-life 
balance and know your 
limits and what you are 
comfortable doing to fit in 
and influence. Be true to 
yourself as authenticity 
is the only way you can 
truly become and remain 
a trusted advisor which 
in turn affords you the 
platform to positively in-
fluence outcomes in your 
work place. 

Hope you found this 
article helpful. Please 
share with your friends 
and colleagues and your 
feedback is most wel-
come at ernest.onuor-
ah@asteliacorp.com and 
browse our training at 
www.asteliacorp.com

Ernest Nnamdi On-
uorah, MBA, is a finan-
cial services risk con-
sultant, author, speaker, 
and career coach. He 
worked at consulting 
and financial service 
firms including PWC, Ac-
cess BANK Plc, TD, RBC, 
BMO, and Home Trust 
Company, a $2.5 billion 
niche mortgage lender, 
where he was most re-
cently AVP, Enterprise 
Risk Management. He 
holds the CRISC, FRM 
and CRM designations.
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By Pastor Amos Dada 
PhD; P. Eng

“And pray for me, 
too. Ask God to give me 
the right words so I can 
boldly explain God’s 
mysterious plan that 
the Good News is for 
Jews and Gentiles alike. 
20 I am in chains now, 
still preaching this mes-
sage as God’s ambassa-
dor. So pray that I will 
keep on speaking bold-
ly for him, as I should.” 
Eph 6:19-29 NLT

Everyone speaks, 
even the deaf and the 
dumb, fishes and other 
animals. The scrip-
ture says the trees clap 
their hands, mountains 
and hills sing (Isaiah 
55:12) human beings 
and nature all find a 
means to express them-
selves. The critical issue 
is what are we saying, 
who are we speaking to 
and who are we speak-
ing for? Also, is what 
you are saying bring-
ing comfort or discord. 
Paul is requesting for 
prayers from brethren 
to pray for him not to 
remove his chains but 
for boldness to speak 
for Him (Jesus) and to 
speak the right words 
as His ambassador. Are 
you God’s ambassador? 

Let’s break it 
down. We are grate-
ful for another season 
of Christmas in a few 
days 2020 will pass 
away, whether it likes 
it or not it will be part 
of history! I pray it will 
be good history for you. 
Early in the year the 
Lord said it is going to 
be a great year and for 
those who survived this 
year it is surely a great 
one. It is our month of 
thanksgiving for the 
great things God has 
done. Let us not ne-
glect to celebrate God’s 
goodness to human-
ity- coronavirus or not 
, the scriptures says in 
all things give thanks to 
God.

Paul reminds you 
and I our responsibili-
ties in this Christmas 
season-firstly to speak 
for Him and secondly 
what to say- “boldly 
explain God’s mysteri-

ous plan that the Good 
News is for Jews and 
Gentiles alike.” Thirdly, 
who to speak to Jews 
and Gentiles 

1. Speak for Him. 
Speak for Jesus not Sa-
tan. Don’t be the devil’s 
advocate this season. 
Don’t go from house 
to house peddling ru-
mours, carrying fake 
news, rather sit down 
study the word of God 
and disseminate the 
good news. The good 
news is simple “ For 
God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth 
in him should not per-
ish, but have everlast-
ing life. For God sent 
not his Son into the 
world to condemn the 
world; but that the 
world through him 
might be saved.18 He 
that believeth on him 
is not condemned: but 
he that believeth not 
is condemned already, 
because he hath not 
believed in the name of 
the only begotten Son 
of God.” John 3:16. Carl 
Medearis said “The gos-
pel is not a debate or a 
list of things to believe. 
The gospel is a person. 
Jesus Christ is the gos-
pel. He is the truth. He 
is the point. He embod-
ies all of the salvation/
redemption/forgive-
ness/freedom stuff 
Himself, and because 
He is a personality, He 
does not require doctri-
nal mastery to connect 
with an individual” You 
can use this Christmas 
season to speak for the 
Master in your school, 
work place, neighbour-
hoods,  even in the 
church .

2. Explain the 
Mystery of the Gos-
pel. Someone asked 

me recently “Why did 
The loving God allow 
Coronavirus to ravage 
the world?” I said he is 
asking the wrong ques-
tions. The question he 
should ask is “why is 
God keeping him de-
spite the pandemic?” 
God keeps showing his 
love to humanity, we 
keep manufacturing 
weapons of destruc-
tion. “The Lord is not 
slack concerning his 
promise, as some men 
count slackness; but 
is longsuffering to us-
ward, not willing that 
any should perish, but 
that all should come 
to repentance.” 2 Pet 
3:9 When we preach 
Christianity, we have 
to own it. When we 
preach Jesus, we don’t 
have to own anything. 
Jesus owns us. We 
don’t have to defend 
Him. We don’t even 
have to explain Him. 
All we have to do is 
point with our fingers, 
like the blind man in 
the book of John, and 
say, “There is Jesus. 
All I know is that He 
touched me, and where 
I was once blind, now I 
see” Recently my alma 
matter - CAC Gram-
mar school Efon Alaye 
celebrated its 60th an-
niversary. While on a 
virtual meeting we all, 
including myself intro-
duced ourselves. Some-
one commented  that  
“I was very stubborn 
and rascally then, I  
said it’s not what I was 
that matters but who I 
am now . The question 
is who are you now? 
Has the word of God 
changed your life. Have 
you allowed Jesus to 
make an inroad to your 
life, family, colleagues 
and friends? The year 
is going to an end - tell 
the world about the 
transformational power 
in the birth, death and 
resurrection power of 
Jesus. 

3. Who are you 
speaking to- Paul says 
he is speaking to the 
Jews and Gentiles, met-
aphorically saying be-
lievers and unbelievers. 
In this Christmas sea-

son, encourage the be-
lievers (Jews) that are 
backsliding not to back-
slide better seasons are 
coming. Speak to those 
that are sick that Jesus 
is still in the business of 
healing. Speak to those 
in debt, distress, dispos-
sessed, frustrated, that 
they should look unto 
Jesus the author and 
finisher of their faith. 
For those who have 
lost relations, comfort 
them that the world is 
a market place, they 
should know that we all 
have expiration dates, 
what matters is that 
we know Jesus so that 
we can reign together 
with him. And for the 
Gentiles (unbelievers)-
encourage them to 
make Jesus their Lord 
and Master- Jesus is the 
reason for the season. 
Jesus is coming back 
again. Tell them to for-
sake their sins - for the 
wages of sin is death 
and the gift of God is 
eternal life.

Conclusion: God 
spared your life for 
a reason. It’s not be-
cause you’re better, 
more faithful, prayerful, 
not because you paid 
tithe or attended vir-
tual Christian program- 
God preserved you be-
cause he chose to love 
you and make you a 
showpiece of his mercy. 
Use the social media, 
your voice, your body, 
money, time, energy, 
resources and all that is 
in you to tell the world 
that Jesus is Lord. Speak 
for Him today and He 
will speak for you now 
and forever. He will 
tabernacle with you on 
earth and welcome you 
to your mansion in the 
world to come! And like 
Paul requested pray for 
Amos Dele Dada that 
he will have boldness, 
wisdom, energy, long 
life and inspiration to 
listen to What The Holy 
Spirit is saying every 
morning and write for 
you and that you will 
enjoy it, learn from it, 
more importantly act it 
to transform your life 
and share it with your 
contacts. Shalom!

Working for Peace
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Who are you speaking for?

R E L I G I O N

Pastor Amos Dada
amos.dada@gmail.com

By Stan Chu Ilo

I invite you all to 
pray for peace in Ethio-
pia and for a peaceful 
resolution to this war in 
the Tigray region-one of 
the most ancient Chris-
tian civilizations in Af-
rica. 

I reflect with you 
on peace.

God’s gift to us 
is peace and love. But 
why do we have so 
much violence in our 
world and what can we 
do about it? 

Faith invites us 
to imagine a differ-
ent world and a differ-
ent way of responding 
to evil in the world. In 
the face of violence, an-
ger, hatred, racism and 
prejudice which poison 
many minds, hearts 
and hands, we must 
all choose the highway 
that leads to peace, tol-
erance, acceptance of 
each other—white or 
black, Christian or non-
Christian, religious or 
non-religious, liberal or 
conservative. This is the 
only way we as Chris-
tians must live; we are 
one family.

How many lives 
are being lost in our 
countries from gun vio-
lence, wars, police bru-
tality, hatred, anger, ter-
rorism, and gangs. 

We desire for some-
thing and we cannot 
get it then we resort to 
shooting, killing in order 
to dominate or subdue 
the other. There is evil 
in this world and this 
world is in need of sal-
vation. There are many 
who do not believe that 
devils still operate in 
the world. I do not buy 
into this false security. 
There are horrible things 
which happen in this 
life—murders, genocide, 
Nazism, wickedness, 
sexual abuse, gruesome 
killings, assassinations, 
torture, neglect of peo-
ple, betrayal, frauds and 
many other evils which 
we hear everyday in our 
news that tell me that 
the work of God needs 
to be done in order to 
overcome the deeds of 
darkness of many peo-
ple who are devilish.

We, created hu-
man beings, must walk 
away from the enslave-
ment to this destruc-
tive and painful cycle of 
violence smelted in the 
anvil of Injustice and 
anger, extremism, greed 
and narcissistic ways of 
thinking and acting. We 
must do the work of God 
and reject the works of 
the devil which darkens 
the soul and darkens the 
world.

The world can be 
a better place for ev-
eryone, a garden of 
love and friendship, if 
we stretched helping 
hands toward every-
one who need our love. 
Our hands should bring 
comfort not death; our 
knees should be bent 
in reverence to God our 
maker and not for as-
phyxiating the lives of 
other; our hands should 
not pull gun triggers or 
drop bombs, but rather 
should pull strings of 
peace and love in the 
deepest depths and 
veins of the human 
heart. 

We should not use 
our hands to hurt peo-
ple, but to heal and help 
them. Indeed, our hands 
should become bruised 
and wounded, stained 
and burnt in reaching 
out to others, protect-
ing them and bringing 
them comfort. We must 
all commit to becoming 
guardians of one an-
other and guardians of 
creation for each one of 
us is beautiful unto God.

Lord, cultivate 
in each of us a gar-
den of love, nurture in 
our hearts the seed of 
compassion; strength-
en our heads, hearts, 
and hands to heal our 
wounded world. Re-
move in our hearts any 
evil or hateful thoughts 
towards another so that 
we help you in recreat-
ing this world in this dif-
ficult year, 

Amen.



Continued from the last is-
sue

“Tunde, we cannot 
continue this discussion 
right now. I need to concen-
trate on my driving; I want 
us to get to the government 
house. I don’t want people 
to write on my condolence 
book, the ‘best governor we 
never had.’ One thing I need 
to tell you is that becoming 
a governor is not easy and 
it is a long process. Many 
children are asking their 
fathers what you are ask-
ing me now. We are many 
contesting for this position 
we can be up to forty and 
there is only one position of 
the Governor in a state. And 
it is more complex than just 
having forty students sitting 
in one class for examination 
and one getting the first po-
sition. Election in Nigeria is a 
battle field and your mind is 
too fragile and undeveloped 
to comprehend and incubate 
the complexities involved in 
political matters.” Anthony 
said trying to educate his 
son.

He signaled to the right 
towards Tunde’s school, 
waiting for some pedestrians 
to cross. Nonetheless, Tunde 
was not willing to stop the 
discussion.

“Daddy you speak big 
grammar that is why the 
people will like you and you 
will become the governor 
and I will be in the Govern-
ment House in September, 
because I have told all my 
friends in the school.”

His father said “Amen 
my son, I take it that you are 
prophesying to me.”

Tunde stepped out of 
the car, woke up his sister 
who was fast asleep and 
waited for her to come out 
of the car. Slammed the door 
and waved bye to his dad. 
Anthony sped off.

“Children do not know 
that it takes more than big 
grammar and intentions to 
win election. Out of all these 
current governorship aspi-
rants, I know I have the best 
good command of English 
and that must be an asset. 
Now I cannot stop, I must 
win this election.” He said to 

himself as he made another 
detour to the right.

Anthony drove to his 
friend’s house. Alphonso. 
They strategized with Luke 
and Timothy. It was a crucial 
meeting. Anthony pleaded 

for their support.
“What are friends for? 

Concluded Luke.
With clenched fists 

as if in a show of solidarity 
they all hit one another.

“That reminds me, we 
should not just make that 
sign in vain. This is now a 
serious matter. We actually 
need to have a covenant. A 
proper covenant not to be-
tray one another. Two cov-
enants: firstly that we shall 
not betray Anthony, no 
matter who comes behind to 

bribe us to jettison our friend 
we must refuse, secondly 
that Anthony if you get to 
power you will not abandon 
us. Whatever we have spent 
you will repay us financially 
and otherwise.” Alphonso, 
suggested.

‘What do you mean 
and otherwise,” asked An-
thony.

“I mean with juicy 
positions, such as Board 
of Directors of companies 
and Parastatals, members 
of your cabinet, award of 
contracts, organized trips 
abroad. For instance if you 
are traveling abroad we 
shall be part of your entou-
rage, also if we are inter-
ested in positions of com-
missioners, like Ministry of 
environment or ministry of 
Trade and Commerce. I am 
not interested in those po-
sitions personally but those 
are expected largesse that 
we shall need you to pro-
vide.” Alphonso explained.

“But what if you make 
unreasonable demands? For 
instance you ask me to give 
this group the state secu-
rity vote which is practically 
impossible, what do you 
want me to do? Asked An-
thony with a troubled face 
and mind. Wandering in is 
mind how many people will 
he sign covenants with to 

clench this position. Timo-
thy interrupted his thoughts.

“Gentlemen, Antho-
ny is making a very valid 
point. I support the signing 
of a covenant but we should 
not make any unreasonable 
demands on him or bet-
ter still, we make that the 
third covenant that we shall 
not make unreasonable de-
mands on him. Because it 
will be foolish for us to be 
quarreling when we have 
not yet won the election 
even at the primary level.” 
Looking straight to Antho-
ny, he continued “you need 
not fear. We are your friends 
we are here to help you and 
not to destroy you. Also you 
need to understand that a 
covenant is different from a 
contract. A contract is that if 
I do not fulfill my end you 
are not bound to fulfill your 
end. But covenant is differ-
ent. Covenant is a life com-
mitment to always fulfill 
my part even if the other 
person fails. It is like mar-
riage vows. A marriage vow 
is not a contract it is a cov-
enant. Either party is bound 
to make it work at his or her 
own level. So each party is 
bound to make it happen.” 
Timothy threw more light on 
the issue of covenant. That 
seemed to ease the tension 
in Anthony’s mind.

“But we need to sign 
an oath” Luke said, looking 
from one person to the oth-
er. “A covenant without an 
oath is invalid?” He brought 
out a razor blade. “See, I 
have a blade here we shall 
draw blood from each other 
no matter how small and 
lick it, that is what validates 
the covenant.”

Anthony was fum-
ing and sweating under his 
shirt. What was bothering 
him was not this covenant 
with his friends, it was the 
fact that he was not pre-
pared for what he was enter-
ing into. He was imagining 
all manner of unreasonable 
demands that will be coming 
his way. Can I go through 
this? Up till now his life has 
been relatively easy going. 
Although not a committed 
Christian, he really did not 
believe in all this swearing 
of oath. Now even with his 
childhood friends he is fac-
ing some real behind the 
scene matters that make 
the politician. So all these 
people smiling on television 
go through these mind bu-
gling experiences and they 
pretend all is well. Truly he 
concluded in line with the 
old adage ‘what is behind 
six surpasses Seven.’

TO BE CONTINUE. 

But, she finds herself 
unprepared for the task 
she's faced with when 
a door from her past is 
flung open, spilling se-
crets even she was un-
aware of.

Elder Brandon Ta-
tum is looking forward to 
his new ministerial career 
in the City of Angels and 
the last thing he has time 
for is dealing with his 
feelings when it comes 
to stubborn, golden-eyed 
beauties who haunt his 
dreams.

Meanwhile, Wid-
ower Mason Jenson’s top 
priority is his daughter, 
Vivian. When a near-fatal 
accident jeopardizes her 
livelihood, his search for 
a living donor brings him 
face to face with a beauti-
ful, golden-eyed woman 
who looks oddly familiar.

Expectedly, Viv-
ian’s grandmother, Victo-
ria Branchett, would also 
do anything to ensure 
the health of her grand-
daughter, Vivian. Any-
thing except leave her in 
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BOOKS 

TO THE RESCUE
SAY NO TO CORRUPTION 

-  By Pastor Dele Dada

Show Me (Irresistible Husband)
by Sharon Cooper

My Mind is My 
Masterpiece
by Nekita Shelton

As a Man 
Thinketh
by James Allen

My Beauty For Your Ashes 
(Promises To Zion Book 1)

by Traci Wooden-Carlisle

“You will be the same person in five years as you are today except for the people you meet and the 
books you read” – Charlie Jones

Sometimes, it is at the 
verge of giving up on what 
we seek that answers will 
come and that was the case 
of Colton ‘Cole’ Eubanks be-
cause just when he thought 
finding a wife was out of his 
reach… 

He had a goal of 
building wealth and settling 
down with a special wom-
an before he turns forty, 
but unfortunately, there’s 
no ‘love of his life’ on the 

Four lives con-
nected by one secret.

Some secrets if not 
well handled can termi-
nate one’s career, repu-
tation or even life in the 
speed of light. Paige spent 
nearly a decade working 
through then overcoming 
the traumas of her child-
hood. Now, as a beloved 
elder in her church who 
values her relationship 
with God above all else, 
she is now focused on 
loving herself and looks 
forward to what life has 
in store for her.

horizon, unless he counts 
the one woman who’s 
been starring in his nightly 
dreams—Malaya Radcliff. 

On her part, after be-
ing dependent on other 
people for years, Malaya 
has finally learned to stand 
on her own. There’s only 
one thing she hasn’t been 
able to accomplish—gain 
full custody of her daugh-
ter. Her ex-husband never 
fights fair. His wealth al-
ways wins. This time Ma-
laya’s determined to come 
out on top. 

Drama started when 
Cole, the man she’s been 
secretly in lust with for 
over a year, makes her an 
offer she’d be crazy to re-
fuse, Malaya wants to say 
yes but that will be at the 
expense of her newfound 
independence. Yet, his en-
ticing proposal has her 
thinking—why not? How 
did it play out and what will 
you have her do? 

the hands of the man she 
believes is to blame for 
her daughter’s death.

At this point, you 
may wonder that as the 
years of secrets binding 
these four together be-

gin to unravel, will they 
overcome their anger 
and prejudices to find the 
peace and love they have 
long desired. That is ex-
actly what you need to 
uncover!

Often times we second 
guess our thoughts and ideas 
for fear they aren’t good 
enough to create success. 
This book was written to in-
spire young girls to stretch 
their minds and to believe 
in their identity. The author 
challenges them to take 
risks, and not be afraid of the 
intelligence that lies within. 

It aims to eliminate 
comparisons at an early age 
to instill confidence, self love, 
and long lasting accomplish-
ment, by simply being who 
you were created to be. It 
urged every girl to know that 
you have the power, you are 
smart, and there’s no wrong 
in being yourself and there 
are no limits on where your 
mind can take you. Dream 
big, follow your heart, and 
let your mind be the master-
piece to all that you want to 
achieve. Explore!!!

It is a book that can help 
you manifest the traits and skills 
characteristic of those honor-
able, refined, and successful 
men because since its publica-
tion in 1902, "As a Man Thin-
keth" has set thousands of men 
on the pathway to personal and 
financial growth. Each of the 
aphorisms and quotes in this 
masterclass reveals simple yet 
revelatory techniques that will 
empower you to strengthen 
your character, harness con-
structive thoughts, and create 
the life you've always wanted. 

As Allen himself wrote, 
"As a Man Thinketh" 'shall 
create positive results in daily 
circumstances and actions, 
regardless of the venue—an 
agreeable prospect, one must 
concede!' You desire to tread the 
path of successful men, explore 
this book. 
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Gilgal Food Industry Market
Where Africa meets the West

Gari
Yam flour
Beans
Cabin Biscuits
Lucozade
Glucose

Custard
lndomie
Palm-oil and 
much more

products

Authentic Spices

All local Nigerian spices

•Osu, 
•Ehuru, •Akpala-

ta •Fio-Fio •Smart Fufu 
•Nri-oka

•Smoked 
•Catfish •Stock 

Cod fish •Ukwa, raw 
and roasted •Achicha Ede 

•Ukpaka •Akidi  
•Okpei etc.

For all your Nigerian and African food, Wholesale and 
Retail, visit us @ 5601 Steeles Avenue West, North York, Unit 4

Tel.:647 693 7534/ 647 693 7536.
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NEW WORLD FOOD MARKET
164 Oakdale Rd.  Toronto

FOR ALL YOUR WHOLESALE AFRICAN FOODS.
We Carry All African Major Brands.

Wholesale Only.

Cash & Carry.

Best Prices In Town.

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

By Appointment ONLY PLEASE.

416-836-2652

OYATO FOOD AFRICAN MARKET
African, West Indian and Caribbean 
1550 Jane Street, North York, ON M9N 2R5

Beside Ola Restaurant and Catering Services 

Ofada Rice, Honey Beans, Yam Flour, Plantain 
Flour, Garri Ijebu, Yellow Garri, Pounded Yam, 

Palmoil, Indomie, Spices, Custard, Hard Chicken 
and Turkey, Goat Meat and Beef, Fish, Cosmet-

ics, Bitterkola and Kolanut and much more.

Beauty Products and much more

www.oyatofood.ca

647.272.0339 • 647.476.4566
Quality Food Superior Service, Top Quality Rich & Fresh African

Food Produce from the Source @ a Discounted Trade Price 

OUR
PRODUCTS

oyatofood@yahoo.com

WANTED
BUTCHERS REQUIRED:
Preparing cuts of meat for packing. 
A skill in boning lamb is required. 
Applicants will need to complete a 
block test before being offered any 
work.
To apply for these positions please 
send your resume via our email: 

Contact: 416.318.3506
Email: publisher@nigeriancanadiannews.ca 

THIS SPACE IS 
AVAILABLE FOR 
YOUR BRAND

Lots of  Parking

351 Nash Rd N, 

Unit 7, Hamilton, 

ON L8H 7P4  

905.393.2475

We sell African & Caribbean food items
lBread lGarri lPalm oil lChicken lSmoked Fish 
lPounded Yam lSpices lBeans lEgusi lOgbona  

lPepper lCustard llndomie lPlantain lGoat lBeef  
lGoat head lCow foot lTurkey, etc.

Butcher Services also available.

AFRI CAN ,  CARI B B EAN  
AN D  TRO P I CAL  FO ODS 

STO RE  &  SERVICES
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Hunter Express Ltd.Hunter Express Ltd.

We are hiring drivers and team 
drivers for U.S. runs.

Come drive with us and turn miles into smiles

Please, contact: 
905.791.3090 ext. 556

Hunter Express Ltd.Hunter Express Ltd.

We are hiring drivers and team 
drivers for U.S. runs.

Come drive with us and turn miles into smiles

Please, contact: 
905.791.3090 ext. 556


